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OF THE SACRED HEART
Pilgrimage Site for: Diocesan Shrine of Santo Niño
“Annunciation” and “Tree of Life” Meditation Gardens

1st Sunday of Advent - November 29th, 2020
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MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 5:30 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 Noon
Monday-Friday 12 Noon
Mass from the Basilica is live streamed on our
Facebook page, Sundays at 10AM

Mass from the Diocese is being live-streamed at 6 p.m. on
Saturday, where it remains online. The link is
https://dwc.org/home/mass/
Listen to EWTN on WLUX 1450 AM
Dunbar|Charleston

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
In the Cordis Center Chapel by appointment only.
304-342-8175
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Suspended until further notice.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
“We, at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, are a
diverse community of the poor, the disadvantaged and hungry, the well-to-do, the youth, elderly, visitors and those
seeking refuge.
As a community of many cultures and races, we stand for unity in our diversity by expressing our love of God
the Father through prayer and worship, through service to one another, through the ministry of welcoming,
through evangelization and ecumenism. With the Bishop, we shall pursue this mission faithfully through the
example of Jesus Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents of our members.” All are welcome
today, especially visitors, guests and those who might be new to the community.

Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart
TELEPHONE 304-342-8175

FAX 304-344-3907

ADMINISTRATION

Bookkeeper: Pam Acevedo
email: pacevedo@shccwv.us
Office Assistant: Angela Hodges
email: ahodges@shccwv.us
Property Manager: John Blake
email: jblake@shccwv.us
Secretary: Sheila Kerekes
email: skerekes@shccwv.us

342-8175
342-8175
342-8175
342-8175

The Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass at the Basilica

1st Sunday of Advent-November 29th, 2020
11/28 Sat. 5:30 pm + Peter Higgs
11/29 Sun. 8:00 am + Robert Polacek & David Wheeler
10:00 am + Ruth Ann Bee
12:00 pm
People of the Parish
11/30 Mon. 12:00 pm + Arlene Estep Munson
12/01 Tue. 12:00 pm + Carol Gable

EDUCATION

Director of RCIA: Mike Kawash
549-6453
Email: mak@ramlaw.com
Coordinator of Religious Education: Sr. Ida Chikara 1-304-709-0026
Email: idachikara@gmail.com
Sacred Heart Early Learning Center: 6 weeks-3 years
Dawn Snyder, Director
414-5757
Sacred Heart Child Development Center: After School Care
Jeannie Tyler, Coordinator
344-1125
Sacred Heart Grade School: K-5/Pre-School (ages 3-4)
Susan Malinoski, Principal
346-5491
Charleston Catholic High School: 6-12
Colleen M. Hoyer, Principal
342-8415

12/02 Wed. 12:00 pm + Fr. Lydon his Parents & Siblings

12/03 Thu. 12:00 pm + John Ruddick
12/04 Fri. 12:00 pm

+ Robert Hill

12/05 Sat. 5:30 pm + Joe Koleske
People of the Parish
12/06 Sun. 8:00 am
10:00 am + Arlene Estep Munson
12:00 pm + Florencia Bernardo Jiminez

SACRAMENTS

Anointing of the Sick, Confession, Infant Baptism, Weddings
For information/to schedule any of the above 304-342-8175

MUSIC

Music Director: Mark Haas
Email: mhaas@shccwv.us
Principal Organist: Gregory Gray

342-8175
380-4786

OTHER PARISH GROUPS OR MINISTRIES

Boy Scouts: Michael Casey
380-3129
Catholic Charities Office-Family Life Center
380-0162
Cub Scouts: Adam Rohrig
276-274-8110
Girl Scouts: Sandi Greenhowe
553-7021
Knights of Columbus -St. Michael the Archangel #12630
Dick Fauss, Grand Knight
965-6872
George Merolle, Faithful Navigator, Fr. Boniface Assembly 546-2269
Ministry to Sick/Elderly
Sr. Ida Chikara, SJI
1-304-709-0026
Sr. Placxedece Mugore, SJI
1-304-709-0037
Mount Olivet Cemetery/Mausoleum
342-8135
Wayne Johnson or Sacred Heart Parish
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Wanda Dettinger
344-1181
Saint John XXIII Pastoral Center
342-0507
SH Christian Service Committee: Ron Rushworth
382-7768
SH Finance Council: Cindy McGhee-Chair
342-8175
SH Gift Shop: Antonetta Stevens 415-8132 or Kathy Lamb 344-2011
SH Pastoral Council: Jack Walsh-Chair
533-2298
St. Monica Intercessory Prayer Group: Diane Kimble
881-9766
Send prayer requests to: stmonicaprayer@gmail.com

Sharing Our Treasure - 11/23/2020
Regular Collection: $5,934
Smile: $65
Needy Student: $10
All Souls: $10
Flowers: $1,453
Military Chaplain: $15
Human Development: $1,159 Priests Ret.: $250
Thank you for your faithful generosity.

A note from the Rector…
My dear sisters and brothers,
Greetings in the Lord! Happy Advent!
We have begun the holy season of Advent, a wonderful time
to prepare for the coming of the Lord. Advent recalls the three
“comings” of the Lord. The historical event of the Incarnation, the
joyful anticipation of His second coming, and the coming of the Lord
deeper into our present lives. We only have control of the last one,
allowing the Lord to enter into our minds and hearts in a more
profound and deeper way. Let us use these weeks to prepare the way
of the Lord. Please read the letter from our Bishop in this bulletin
concerning this beautiful season. Our Bishop offers very practical
advice and suggestions of how to make a great Advent. Let us join
in this sacred time together. Please continue to be safe and pray for
all during this pandemic.
Let us ask Mary, Mother of the Church to intercede for us
and the world.
Keep a good Advent. I remain,
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Don

Mark Haas is looking for 5-6 people to assist with
Christmas Mass livestreaming and overflow area
projection. All Masses on Christmas eve/day will be
livestreamed and broadcast. Contact him
today! mhaas@shccwv.us
With joy we announce that
Nicholas Hopkins and Gabriel Rashid
received their First Eucharist last
Saturday, November 21st. May Nicholas
and Gabriel always feast on the Lord’s
Holy Sacrament.

Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart
1114 Virginia Street East
Charleston, West Virginia 25301

Ph: (304) 342-8175 Fax: (304) 344-3907
E-mail: sacredheart@shccwv.us
Web Site: www.sacredheartcocathedral.com
November 23, 2020

My Dear Parishioners,
Greetings in the Lord! I pray this letter finds you and your family well and safe.
I write you as the end of 2020 is drawing near, and I know all of us are praying that the new year of 2021 will be a better one.
This pandemic continues to be a great challenge as we see rising numbers of COVID-19 infections and deaths. The
announcement of vaccines gives us hope. Please continue to protect yourself and others by following the pro-life mandates.
Soon we will enter into the holy season of Advent, a time to prepare to celebrate the coming of the Lord in history and to
prepare for the Lord to enter deeper into our lives. Given the pandemic, we need to be more boldly aware of Emmanuel-Our
God is with US! May this Good News give us hope and joy as we respond to the crisis in our world. As we approach the
celebration of Thanksgiving, we still call to mind the many wonderful gifts God has given us. We have so much to be grateful
for in our parish.
While these have certainly been challenging times, it has revealed what kind of people we are, and what kind of parish we
have built here. We truly have something special. Over the past 8 months I have witnessed the kind of love, sacrifice and care
that proves beyond a doubt that our parishioners are followers of Jesus Christ. I am very grateful for our Catholic school
principals, teachers, parents, and our students who have done a great job in creating a safe place in our schools.
I also want to say thank you to those of you who have volunteered at Mass, to those who have delivered food and supplies to
our shut-ins and those in need, to those ministering to the faithful and to those of you who have continued to give financially
to the parish. We have had to cancel so many fundraisers and events this year that help support our parish. Your gifts have
helped us continue to provide services and ministries to our parish community, even at a time when we were unable to gather
for the celebration of the Mass.
I am aware of those who are not able to give financially but give to our parish in many other ways. For those who can give
financially, I invite to prayerfully consider the upcoming, Giving Tuesday. This year on December 1st, we will join Catholics
across the country in the celebration of Giving Tuesday, a global day of kindness and generosity. You can show your
generosity in a variety of ways during Giving Tuesday—whether it’s donating funds, signing up to participate in a new
ministry, volunteering, or praying, every act of generosity and kindness counts!
We are so excited to join the celebration! You can support our parish by visiting dwc.org/Giving Tuesday. Our parish will
receive 100% of your donation. This is a great opportunity to provide to our parish an end of the year gift, free of any
diocesan assessments. From the Giving Tuesday website, you will also have the option to donate to Catholic education,
Evangelization, and Catholic Charities West Virginia if you choose to do so. Giving Tuesday is nationally celebrated the
Tuesday following Thanksgiving, but the website will be open for donations Nov. 20 – Dec. 2. For anyone who would prefer
not to go online, donations can be dropped off or mailed to the parish office or placed in the collection basket. Please write
Giving Tuesday on the memo line. I sincerely turn to you for your support at this time and ask you to prayerfully consider
making a financial contribution if you are able to do so.

We have something special at our Basilica. We have a family of believers who will pray for you, cheer for you and lift you up
when you are down. Whatever comes your way, you are not alone. Our parish families are in this together and we have Jesus
Christ lighting the way and the Holy Spirit to guide us.
If you have any questions, please call me on my cell.
You and your family are in my prayers, and I hope that I am in yours. May your family have a wonderful Thanksgiving, a
blessed Advent, and may God give all of us peace, happiness, and good health in the New Year!
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Very Rev. Donald X. Higgs, AVF
Rector
304-685-2367

DIOCESE OF WHEELING–CHARLESTON
1311 BYRON STREET
POST OFFICE BOX 230
WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA 26003
Monday, November 23, 2020
Dear Faithful of the Wheeling-Charleston Diocese,
We are about to enter the season of Advent, a time of joyful expectation for the coming of the Lord. Early in Advent we focus on the
Lord’s second coming in glory before turning to the season’s later phase to remember how God fulfilled His promise to Israel to send a Savior, Jesus, born in humility in Bethlehem.
After a contentious election season, during a dangerous pandemic whose end is not yet in sight, having become more conscious of ongoing patterns of racism and nativism in our country and still grappling with scandals in our beloved Church, it may seem that the promise of
Christ is remote from our experience. Yet the Lord is never absent from us! He comes to us through his Word, proclaimed in church or meditated upon at home; through those in need, in whose faces we recognize Christ’s; and through the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, in
which the Lord personally enters each of us, and Penance, which purifies us to receive the Lord worthily. In these ways he keeps his word to
us: I am with you always, until the end of the age [Matthew 28:20].
The COVID-19 pandemic will affect how we celebrate Advent and Christmas in our Diocese, but we will celebrate them! Masks and
hand sanitizers and physical distancing cannot stop us from expressing our faith and joy in the Lord. They actually allow us to gather for
worship in a safe manner, considerate of those with whom we worship.
Even during this pandemic, many people who do not ordinarily worship with us will join us at Christmas Masses. Let us welcome them,
if not with embraces, because of the pandemic, then with “the elbow of friendship” and a hearty “Welcome!” Let us presume that they want
to hear how God, through the birth of His Son, has shown His love and mercy to the world. Let them know you hope to see them again.
The truth is that we have a great message to announce to the people we live and work with. To a world submerged in the darkness of sin,
error and death, God has sent a Savior. We cannot overcome these evils on our own. Only God can destroy sin, enlighten those in error and
bring the dead to new life. That’s the message we have: Jesus Christ is the Savior designated by God the Father to bring us light and life.
Our message is rightly called Good News. It is news too good to keep to ourselves. We have to share it.
I hope you are willing to share the Good News about Jesus Christ with others. It is not beyond your ability. Let me share with you a
simple Advent plan.

First, make a list, mental or on paper, of people you hope will hear the Gospel: family members, friends, coworkers, fellow students.
Make the commitment to pray for them every day. In your morning prayer or at some other time, ask the Lord to open their minds and
hearts to His Word.
Second, fast for these people once a week. Fasting can be from food -- most of us can afford to forego lunch or another meal without
hurting our health -- but fasting can also be from some favorite activity such as a television show or playing video games. We do without a
good thing as a sacrifice to show the Lord we mean it when we are praying for those on our list.
Third, offer to God any hardship or suffering you are experiencing: an illness, the loss of a loved one, a job opportunity that slipped
away. Rather than let it embitter you, give it to God on behalf of those for whom you are praying. You can also offer good works you engage in: a teacher might dedicate her teaching on behalf of those for whom she prays, while a doctor does the same as he sees his patients; a
teenager might dedicate to this intention her effort to reach out to a fellow student no one talks to, while a father might give to the Lord his
getting up from bed to check on the baby he heard crying. When we do things with the right spirit, our prayers have greater effect. The fervent prayer of a righteous person is very powerful before God [James 5:16].
There is a final step: ask the Lord to give you opportunities to speak to those for whom you have been praying. Sometimes they give you
an opening: a desire to talk about a problem, a great joy they share with you. You can then speak in a simple way from your own experience
about why your faith in Jesus Christ and your belonging to his people matter to you. You don’t need a theological degree or the eloquence
of St. Paul to do it. You are an expert on your own life, including how God has blessed you and held you up. Your willingness to speak of
your faith may win an absent Catholic back or gain a soul we never had.
Some may feel that, buffeted as we have been by scandals, this is not the time to speak to anyone about our Catholic faith or reach out to
those who have left us. I must disagree. St. Paul said: Proclaim the word; be persistent, whether it is convenient or inconvenient [II Timothy
4:2]. Athletes who don’t run will never win the race. Christ’s Gospel is not an appetizer. It’s the main course. Indeed, it is the best food for
the spiritually starved. If it sustains us, it will sustain others.
We are the Gospel people today must encounter. The Lord is counting on us to do our part. Make the commitment to pray, fast and offer
your hardships and good works to God for those you hope God’s grace will touch. And if anyone shows an openness to hear your testimony
of faith, have the courage to share it.
Keep a good Advent! May it bring you happily to the joy of Christmas!
Faithfully in Christ,
+Mark E. Brennan
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston

Dear Parishioner,
As you may be aware, the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart will construct an additional mausoleum near
the current mausoleum at Mt. Olivet Cemetery. This is the only Catholic Cemetery in Kanawha County.

The church has consulted with Tim White at Barlow Bonsall Funeral Home to help us get the mausoleum built. You may
contact him at (304)342-8135 or his cell phone at (304)395-4824 for more information or to set up a private meeting.
This may be done either virtually or in person. Affordable monthly payment plans are available.
Sincerely yours,
Very Rev. Donald X. Higgs
Rector
“Lord Jesus Christ, by your own three days in the tomb, you hallowed the graves of all who believed in you and so made
the grave a sign of hope that promises resurrection even as it claims our mortal bodies”
– Rite of Committal

The Marian Antiphons – Alma Redemptoris Mater
Mark Haas
It has been a joy to pray and sing with fellow parishioners at Sacred Heart for a little over five months now. I am always
intrigued by the local customs that have developed within various parish communities. One particularly inspiring custom at Sacred
Heart has been to regularly sing and pray the Marian Antiphon. What a beautiful observance of Catholic piety to hear the Salve
Regina sung by so many people from the assembly!
The Salve Regina is but one of the four seasonal Marian antiphons that is observed during the liturgical year. This antiphon, a
traditional Carmelite hymn, is sung after Pentecost until the first Sunday in Advent. As a spoken prayer, the Salve Regina is often
prayed at the conclusion of the rosary: “Hail holy queen, mother of mercy…”
As we reach the season of Advent, the Church now observes the Alma Redemptoris Mater, which is sung through Advent until
the Feast of the Purification on February 2 – the traditional concluding date of the Christmas season). This 11th century prayer tells
of the angel Gabriel’s announcement, and of Mary’s divine motherhood.
The Alma Redemptoris Mater describes Mary as the gate of heaven, which is a reference to her perpetual virginity, as foretold by
the prophet Ezekiel: "This gate is to remain shut. It must not be opened; no one may enter through it. It is to remain shut because the
LORD, the God of Israel, has entered through it.” (Ez 44:2)
The antiphon designates our Blessed Mother as the star of the sea. Mary’s name in Hebrew – Miryam, meaning “drop of the sea.”
The imagery suggests that the Mother of God is the interceding light to all Christians. She is like the moon, which is lightless, until it
reflects a guiding light from the sun (the Son). In his classic book, True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin, Louis Grignion de Montfort
would famously coin the phrase, “To Jesus through Mary.”
As we wait with joyful hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ during this season of Advent, let us pray the Alma
Redemptoris Mater, and seek our Lord Jesus, through his Blessed Mother, Mary most holy.
Alma Redemptoris Mater, quae pervia caeli porta manes et stella maris, succurre cadenti, surgere qui curat, populo: tu quae
genuisti, natura mirante, tuum sanctum genitorem, Virgo prius, ac posterius, Gabrielis ab ore sumens illud ave, peccatorum miserere.

Readers for Weekday Masses

If you wish to read for the weekday Mass, please see the usher as you enter the Church. The usher will give you a copy
of the readings for the Mass of the day. The reader is to keep the readings with them while in the pew and bring them as
they come up to do the reading. While we are most grateful for the few who do volunteer now, (sometimes at the last
minute) this new procedure will allow time for preparation and more volunteers. Thank you.

First Sunday of Advent
Sacred Clay

God our Father, you are the faithful potter. You never abandon the work of your hands. When evil
shatters us, take us into your hands again. Pick up the broken pieces of our lives. Smooth our jagged edges. Seal the fractures that weaken us. As you fashion and refashion us, mold us into people
who are steady and strong. Fill us with your many spiritual gifts. Make us unbreakable vessels of
holiness that will gleam forever in the light of your kingdom. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Sunday, November 29, 2020
Prepared by God
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 63:16b–17, 19b; 64:2–7; Psalm 80:2–3, 15–16, 18–19; 1 Corinthians 1:3–9; Mark 13:33–37. Initially,
our First Reading may feel more suited to Lent than Advent. The prophet declares that God’s people have become so sinful they are
like dirty rags. They are withered, fallen leaves that are carried away by evil. The prophet also notes, however, that the people are the
work of God’s hands. They are God’s children. He cries out for God to intervene, to rescue the people from their sin.
Only God can deliver people from evil, but we nonetheless have a role in withstanding it. The fullness of God’s kingdom began
with the birth of Christ, but we await its completion. As we wait for Christ’s return, we, like the servants in the Gospel passage, have
work to do. We must resist sin and pursue holiness with unfailing, tireless devotion. Every moment of our lives is an opportunity to
show Christ that we are not only watching for his return, we are eagerly awaiting it. Our words and actions show Christ that we desire the kingdom he brings.
Our heavenly Father comes to our aid, as the ancient prophet cried out for him to do. God has given us countless spiritual gifts to
resist sin and to keep us steadfast until his Son’s return. As we bless our Advent wreaths today, we ask God to make them signs of
his blessings upon us and reminders of the light we must bear within us until Christ vanquishes the darkness forever.
© 2020 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Edrianne Ezell. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on April 10, 2020.

This Week at Home

Monday, November 30-St. Andrew, Apostle
In Jesus’ day, the sea represented death because of the perils people faced on the water. When Jesus calls the fishermen to follow
him, he says that just as they drew fish out of the sea, so will they draw people out of suffering and death. After Andrew spends time
learning from his new master, he will set forth to catch people in the net of God’s salvation. He will preach the good news so that
others will call upon the name of the Lord. Learn more from the Lord by joining a Bible study this Advent. Today’s Readings: Romans 10:9–18; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Matthew 4:18–22.

Tuesday, December 1-God’s Peace
God’s kingdom comes through a Spirit-filled ruler who puts God’s will above all else. As this leader purges the land of self-interest
and violence, all creation becomes part of the peace he brings, and people at last understand the salvation God offers. Such salvation
is received by the childlike, by those who know that only God can bring the justice and peace for which we long. Make a list of places that are especially in need of God’s peace. Pray for the people who live there. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 11:1–10; Psalm 72:1–2, 7
–8, 12–13, 17; Luke 10:21–24.
Wednesday, December 2-The Hand of the Lord
The crowds that follow Jesus are looking to him to save them. He showed God’s glory as he healed them. Jesus not only heals people, he attends to other needs, too. He wipes away tears of pain and anguish. He provides food and gives people rest. As Jesus fulfills
Isaiah’s prophecy, the people see God’s love for them. They rejoice at God’s care and protection. Today extend a caring hand toward
someone who is sick and suffering. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 25:6–10a; Psalm 23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6; Matthew 15:29–37.
Thursday, December 3-St. Francis Xavier, Missionary
God assures us that he is our rock, our protector, the firm foundation beneath our feet. No work that we do, no undertaking, will succeed unless God supports it. Francis Xavier understood this well: he became a missionary first in India, then in Japan, where he
taught people about Christ and built up new communities of faith. Pray for missionaries today, especially those who work in Asia.
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 26:1–6; Psalm 118:1 and 8–9, 19–21, 25–27a; Matthew 7:21, 24–27.
Friday, December 4-With New Eyes
These readings tell how God banishes evil—the evil of injustice, fear, shame, ignorance, and physical impairments, like blindness.
God’s light and healing reach into every part of our world and every part of our lives. Too often we don’t see God’s saving presence.
Like the blind men in the Gospel passage, we must seek God and call out to him so that we will see his presence with new eyes.
How do your Advent and Christmas decorations help you see God’s presence? Today’s Readings: Isaiah 29:17–24; Psalm 27:1, 4,
13–14; Matthew 9:27–31.
Saturday, December 5-Harvests
God promises to manifest himself to his people, to guide them, and to bind up their wounds. God will also provide so much water
and food that even the animals enjoy abundant harvests. The real harvest, though, is us. God cultivates and gathers his people into
his kingdom. Sketch images or jot down words and phrases from today’s readings that especially move you. Bring your images and
insights into a time of silent prayer. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 30:19–21, 23–26; Psalm 147:1–2, 3–4, 5–6; Matthew 9:35—10:1, 5a,
6–8.

First Sunday of Advent - Cycle B (Msgr. Sadie) years ago
The Reader's Digest recounts the story of 16-year-old Gary Schneider and two friends who set out in December on a four day climb
up Mount Hood.
9000 feet up, a blinding snowstorm engulfed the three boys. When the snow started drifting over their heads, they tunneled into a
snowbank to escape the driving wind and wait out the blizzard.
Eleven days later, the blizzard continued to rage. The boys’ sleeping bags were wet and lumpy. Their food supply dwindled to a
daily ration of two spoonsful of pancake batter apiece. There sole comfort was a small Bible packed in the gear by one boy's mother.
The boys took turns reading the Bible aloud, 8 hours a day. It was an eerie scene: three teenage boys in sleeping bags propped up on
elbows in a 5-foot square cave of snow. Their only light was a spooky reflected light coming from the cave’s small opening.
There, the three boys remained huddled together, hour after hour, day after day, listening to the Word of God against the background
of howling wind.
They said they found great comfort in the Book of Psalms and I am not surprised. The shepherd, King David, wrote many of these,
himself trapped in situations not unlike theirs, hungry, lonely, frightened, not knowing what was ahead, trusting in God. If rescue
was to come, it must come from God.
Waiting was not easy. All the boys could do was pray, hoping that the blizzard would blow itself out and help would come.
Finally, on the 16th day, the weather cleared, and the boys crawled out of their snow cave. They were weak and could manage only a
few steps at a time. But later that day, they were found by a rescue party. Their long ordeal of waiting was finally ended.
The three boys, huddled together in a snow cave, hungry, lonely, frightened, waiting for the storm to end, waiting to get to safety,
waiting to be rescued, is a good image of Advent.
This season recalls Israel’s long period of waiting for the Messiah. Israel could do nothing to hasten His coming. All they could do
was wait and pray, pray and wait, trusting that God would come to their rescue.
Today we hear Isaiah cry out to Yahweh. “Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes of your heritage. Oh, that you would rend
the heavens and come down, with the mountains quaking before you.”
These words are reminiscent of Psalm 130 which the boys on Mount Hood must have read over and over. “I wait eagerly for the
Lord's help and in His Word, I trust. I wait for the Word more eagerly than watchmen wait for the dawn.”
Had the boys not had the Word of God to strengthen them, had the Israelites not had the Word of God to comfort them, they could
easily have lost hope. But Advent is not just a time when we recall and relive Israel’s waiting for the Messiah. It is more, much more
than that.
Advent is also a time when we recall that Jesus will return at the end of history - at the time we least expect. That's why Mark tells us
in today's Gospel, “Be constantly on the watch. Stay awake! You do not know when the appointed time will come. Do not let Christ
come suddenly and catch you sleeping. Be on guard.”
My dear friends in Christ, You and I live in that interval between Christ’s first coming and His second coming. Our task, our
responsibility is to carry forward His mission, to complete the work He gave us.
We can learn from the past, but we must not be bound by it. The hope of the world lies in the future, not in the past. Advent reminds
us of that. Consider what this forward-looking faith can mean to us as members of the Church. In religion, more than any other area
of life, we have the tendency to cling to the old and familiar. Many people, perhaps most people, think of Christianity as a
conservative influence. And it is that. The Church has a vital stake in conserving certain ideas and ideals and institutions. The
concept of the sacredness of every human being is one of these. This is not a new idea. It is as old as Christianity and we better be
deeply concerned about conserving it.
But if we see only the conservative aspects of our faith, we missed the major portion of what it means to be a Christian. Walk
through the New Testament and feel the mood of those early disciples. Far from being the conservatives of their time, they were on
the cutting edge of life. They were blazing trails, making waves, producing change for the better. In their central prayer, there was a
revolutionary theme: “Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” The practical implications of that are
frightening, but they are also exciting.
How does the Christian today respond to the issues facing the world-hunger, war, medical care, Aids, pollution, homelessness, the
list goes on and on? Do we respond with despair or with hope?
Our faith is rooted in the past, but it looks to the future, full of hope. The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem was only the beginning. Mark
reminds us that Christ is coming again and again and again. And He will keep on coming until the kingdoms of the world have
become the Kingdom of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, where He shall reign forever and ever.
God bless you.

Advent Reconciliation Event
The First Sunday of Advent

A number of Priests will be
available at the Basilica on

December 16th—6:30 to 8:00 PM

The Advent season begins today!
Take time to reflect on how you will use the next four weeks
to prepare your heart for Christmas.

You may visit anytime
during the time frame.

Blessing of the Advent Wreath
It’s time to bring out and bless the Advent wreath! The
progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation
and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world
and the anticipation of his second coming to judge the living
and the dead.

Covid 19 guidelines will be observed.

Use this prayer to bless your family wreath: When the
blessing of the Advent Wreath is celebrated in the home, it is
appropriate that it be blessed by a parent or another member
of the family.
All make the sign of the cross as the leader says:
Our help is in the name of the Lord.
Response (R/.) Who made heaven and earth.
Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9 : (lines 1-2 and 5-6) or Isaiah 63
(lines 16-17 & 19) or 0Isaiah 64 (lines 2-7) is read:
Reader: The Word of the Lord.

R/. Thanks be to God.

With hands joined, the leader says: Lord our God, we praise
you for your Son, Jesus Christ: he is Emmanuel, the hope of
the peoples, he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, he is
the Savior of every nation.
Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we light the
candles of this wreath. May the wreath and its light be a sign
of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. May he come
quickly and not delay. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R/. Amen.
The blessing may conclude with a verse from
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: O come, desire of nations,
bind in one the hearts of humankind; bid ev’ry sad division
cease and be thyself our Prince of peace. Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers

Sacred Heart Basilica
Gift Shop
If anyone needs to shop for items in the Gift Shop,
appointments can be made to meet you there.
Please call Antonetta Stevens at 304-415-8132 or Kathy
Lamb at 304-552-3512 to make arrangements.
ADVENT WREATH MAKING SUPPLIES
are available in the gift shop, please
call Antonetta or Kathy and let them know
what you need and to make arrangements for
pick up.

A Red Cross Blood Drive is
being sponsored by Knights
of Columbus Council
#12630. We have been
informed that the Red Cross
is in great need of
blood. Accordingly, we are sponsoring a Blood Drive on
Tuesday November 24, 2020 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
West Montgomery Room at the Holiday Inn and Suites
402 2nd Ave. SW in South Charleston. The Red Cross
has been holding blood drives at this location for some
time and has the protocol for Covid-19
precautions in place. Please help us
spread the word. If anyone needs help to
register call 1-800-733-2767, or contact
Richard Fauss at 304-550-0806.

GABRIEL PROJECT WEST VIRGINIA
Current needs for struggling families in WV

Gabriel Project WV is in need of immediate donations of
gently-used winter infant and toddler clothes, both for
girls and boys. All types of clothing and all sizes (0 to
5T) are welcome, but newborn and 0 - 3 months is
particularly needed - sleepers, shirts, pants, sweaters,
outerwear, boys shoes and boots in particular...!
Share Gabriel Project's clothing needs with your
family, friends and colleagues. Call 304 414-4666, 304
205-5865, or email: metrovalley@gabrielwv.org for
information on drop-off days and times.
Times are tough for many of our West Virginia
neighbors! Be an ANGEL and bring joy to someone this
season.

Collection-Retirement Fund for Religious
December 13th
Make a difference. “Every dollar makes a difference in
covering our expenses,” says a Trappist abbot.
Hundreds of US religious communities struggle to
provide for aging members because most senior
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests
served for little pay. Your gift to the Retirement Fund
for Religious helps these communities bridge the gap,
offering support for medications, nursing care, and
other necessities. Please be generous.

State Tax Credits Available Through the Gabriel Project
Neighborhood Investment Program state tax credits are now available
for donations of $500 or more to the Gabriel Project of WV. Individuals
as well as businesses can take advantage of these tax credits
Once your donation is received by the Gabriel Project, you will receive 50% of your donated amount in the form of West
Virginia state tax credits. If you are donating as an individual, use your credits to reduce your West Virginia Personal
Income Tax liability. If you are donating as a business, use your credits to reduce your West Virginia Corporate Net
Income Tax. NIP tax credits are available on a first-come, first-serve basis while they last. So donate today!
To make a donation for NIP state tax credits, send your gift of $500 or more to: Gabriel Project of WV, PO Box 4663,
Charleston, WV 25364. Or you can instantly donate online through our secure website: gabrielwv.org. For more
information, call the Gabriel Project State Office at 304-205-5865.
It takes 15 seconds to set your car radio.
WLUX 1450 AM Dunbar|Charleston
WNUX 89.7 FM Montgomery|Beckley
WOUX 105.3 FM St Marys|Parkersburg

ANNULMENT To help couples establish permanent and
sacramental marriages, the Church encourages divorced
and remarried persons to pursue the annulment process.
Contact Fr. Higgs at 342-8175 for confidential discussion
on exploring the process.

Listen to EWTN on WV’s Catholic radio stations.

St Paul Radio is entirely donor and listener supported
P. O. Box 3744 ▪ Charleston, W. Va. 25337

Baptismal Preparation Class for First Time Parents
To schedule a baptism preparation class for your family
or to get more information please call 304-342-8175.
Sacred Heart Basilica is sustained by the generosity of our
parishioners through time, talent and treasure. We are sincerely
grateful for kind remembrances in memorials, donations and wills.
Donations are tax deductible. For all that you do, thank you!

KNIGHTS CORNER

St. Michael the Archangel Council #12630
Membership Info: www.kofc12630.org/join

Consider having your church contributions sent directly to the
Church from your bank; please contact your own bank to do so.
Almost every bank offers this service. If possible please have
your parish ID included on the check. Many parishioners are
opting to do this.
Sacred Heart Early Learning Center
Ages 6 Weeks to 2 Years open to children of all faiths, located at
204 Leon Sullivan Way. Hours of operation are Monday-Friday
7:00 am to 5:30 pm, year round.
At the Early Learning Center, care teachers provide a safe,
clean, predictable and nurturing environment in which children can
explore, build relationships and develop a positive self concept. If
you are interested in our program, call Dawn Snyder at 414-5757
for an appointment, or for information.

Follow us @KofC12630 on twitter & like our fb page.

SACRED HEART GRADE SCHOOL

A National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence

Applications may be downloaded from our website www.shgs.us.
For information, or to schedule a tour, call 304-346-5491.

* Tiny Hearts-2 Year Old-Half or Full Day Program
* ECE-3 Year Old-Full Day Program
* PRE-K-4 Year Old-Full Day Program
* Kindergarten through Fifth Grade
* After School Care
Integrated Technology, Library, Music, Physical Education, Art
& French, Emphasis on Academics, Spirituality, Personal
Development and Community Service. All faiths welcome!

CHARLESTON CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Educating The Hearts And Minds Of West Virginia’s
Youth For Over 90 Years
Applications may be downloaded from our website
www.charlestoncatholic-crw.org.
For more information, or to schedule a tour, call 342-8415 or
email Shannon.vollmer@charlestoncatholic-crw.org

Barlow Bonsall
Funeral Home

The Mirror Principle: A Neurosurgeon’s Autobiography
At the risk of appearing to be a self-indulgent old man, any
expression of vanity is purely incidental in an effort to project a
true message. I hope the reader can feel how apologetic I am in
avoiding conceit, which could easily be a domain of old men In
telling their life stories for posterity, hoping the succeeding
generations can learn from it. This is my story. To Purchase
contact Faithfullifepublisher.com, Amazon, Barnes & Noble,
Books-A-Million All proceeds go to Sacred Heart Knights of Columbus.

Serving Sacred Heart Parish
Since 1875
Wayne Johnson, Director
304-342-8135

1217 VIRGINIA STREET E.
CHARLESTON, WV 25301

Kanawha City
304-346-2801

Cross Lanes
304-776-5115

CAMC
304-346-9145

Anthony J. Majestro

Attorneys At Law

304-346-2889
Tony C. Majestro, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon

YWCA
304-340-3550

304-343-4691

304-345-4960

APERFECTSMILE.COM
kalaskeyorthodontics@gmail.com

NautIlus

738 Old Airport Rd.
Chapmanville, WV 25508

304-855-7092

Larry J. Kalaskey III,

Philip M. Majestro,

Sports Fitness Center

DDS
Family Dentist

www.charlestonfitnesswv.com

304-344-4003

Charleston Nautilus

D.D.S., M.S.

A word of Thanks:

Tony Marks
Executive Vice President
tmarks@fbofc.com

Phone: 304-340-3011
201 Pennsylvania Ave.
Charleston, WV 25302

This bulletin is subsidized by the
companies whose advertisement
appears in it. If you have the
opportunity, thank them in the name
of the Co-Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart by using their products
or services.

Let Our Advertisers know you
saw their Ad.

local people. local decisions.

Renal Consultants, PLLC
Julian Espiritu, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.P., FASN
Robert Lamb, III, M.D.

Board Certified Nephrologists
24 MacCorkle Ave. SW, So. Chas.

Phone: 304-720-5000

Web: www.jarrett-construction.com
E-mail: john.jarrett@jarrett-construction.com

We believe in
Quality of Service,
not Quantity of
Customers

Barry Hunter

24-hours a day
7 days a week

Hunter Insurance & Financial
Charleston | (304) 343-5419
more than just a quote
hunterb@nationwide.com

3716 MACCORLKE AVENUE, KANAWHA CITY
CHARLESTON, WV

Gregory T. Lagos, DO, FAOCD, FAACS
304-766-9136
FAX 304-766-9139

164 Summers Street
Open 7 days a week

304-925-3435

304-357-7300
A Division of the
West Virginia
Message Center Inc.

Tom’s Plumbing, Inc.

Michael J. Tupta, DDS

Plumbing * Heating * Cooling
Tom Orcutt * Owner

That Makes You Smile

304-744-3221 Call 304-768-8983

24 Hours.

Messages Delivered by:
Operator-fax-pageremail-cell phone

CUSTOM DIAMONDS
PRECIOUS GEMS
AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY-CERTIFIED GEMOLOGIST
ROLEX AUTHORIZED FACTORY AGENT

Mullen

(304) 343-3447

State of the Art
Answering Service
Locally Owned and Operated

Jewelers, Inc.

The Center for Dermatology
& Skin Care, Inc.

607 Chestnut Street
South Charleston, WV 25309

Sincerely Yours

Dentistry
New Patients Welcome

Our business is GROWING

1701 Oakhurst Dr. Chas. 25314
304-744-4150 MyDentistInCharleston.com

Contact: Cary Levenson
304-342-2255

William L. Harris, MD

Have you considered
advertising with us? It
benefits you and helps
needy students in our
schools.

Family & Geriatric Care

Comprehensive head-to-toe Examinations
and treatment strategies

Since 1915

Call 304-342-8175 for
information. Thanks!

3100 MacCorkle Ave. SE, 304-344-2451

1507 Washington Street E.

304-343-1851

308 C Street
South Charleston, W 25303
304.744.1251
www.chapmandentistry.com
• New Patients Welcome

Manuel E. Molina, MD

• Convenient Parking

• Implants

1218 Virginia St. East
Suite A

Phone 304-343-0361

Sports Medicine/Joint
Replacement Specialist

• Modern Techniques

Lorena M Surber, D.D.S.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
New
Patients
Welcome

Leonoro’s
Spaghetti House

We love
to see you
smile!

Fax 304-343-6711

********
Charleston
415 Morris St., Ste. 104
304-343-4691

The Serra Club of
Charleston
Is An Organization That
Encourages Vocations.
Why Not Join Us?

********
Putnam
1399 Hospital Drive
304-757-BONE

Contact Mark Sadd
304-343-2149

www.surbersmiles.com

The West Virginia Institute for Spirituality, a charitable organization, offers
Listen to WV Catholic Radio
electronic, on and off site group and individual retreats, small meeting
opportunities, a private hermitage, male and female spiritual directors, prayer, grief, WLUX 1450 AM Dunbar / Charleston
marriage, drug and addictions counseling. Follow us at WVIS.org, phone for a tour WNUX 89.7 FM Montgomery / Beckley
WOUX 105.3 FM St. Mary / Parkersburg
at 304-345-0926 or visit 1601 Virginia St. East.
Our educational opportunities provide continuing education hours; we are a PRIME
partner with the Graduate Theological Foundation. Contact Sr. Carole Riley, CDP,
PH.D. at 412-901-4259 for more information.

To report an incidence of suspected
child sexual abuse, please contact
your local law enforcement agency,
or you may confidentially contact
WV Child Protective Services at
800.352.6513. To report suspected
cases of sexual abuse by personnel
of the Diocese of WheelingCharleston to the Diocese, please
contact the Diocese at 888.434.6237
or 304.233.0880.

WSJE 91.3 FM Summersville
WVUS 1190 AM Grafton/North Central WV
WLOL 8937 FM Morgantown
WDWC 9030 FM Wheeling

LEAD WITH FAITH - prayer & faith formation resources available
SERVE OTHERS - unmatched charitable outreach programs
DEFEND YOUR VALUES - stand up for the unborn and all human life
PROTECT YOUR FAMILY - exclusive access to top rated financial products

“THE EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME”

Contact Ralph Phelps
304-757-1171

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Why Advertise in your Parish Bulletin?

Your message gets out weekly in about 500 bulletins x 52 weeks a year.
All Ads are in your choice of color.
You support your parish and the parish in turn supports your business.
Your ad can be changed as needed because all the work is done in-house.
All proceeds go to assist needy parish students in our schools.

We encourage parishioners to patronize our sponsors for helping to make this bulletin
possible through their generosity.

