BASILICA OF THE CO-CATHEDRAL
OF THE SACRED HEART
Pilgrimage Site for: Diocesan Shrine of Santo Niño
“Annunciation” and “Tree of Life” Meditation Gardens

3rd Sunday of Advent– December 12th, 2021
Pastor: Most Rev. Mark E. Brennan
Bishop of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
Rector: Very Rev. Donald X. Higgs Email: dhiggs@dwc.org
Priest in Residence: Rev. Msgr. Samuel S. Sacus
1114 Virginia St., East, Charleston, WV 25301, Telephone: (304) 342-8175/Fax: (304) 344-3907
E-Mail: sacredheartwv@gmail.com - Website: www.sacredheartcocathedral.com

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 5:30 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 Noon & 5:00 PM
Monday-Friday 12 Noon
Mass from the Basilica is live streamed on our
Facebook & YouTube page, Sundays at 10AM
Mass from the Diocese is being live-streamed at 6 p.m. on
Saturday, where it remains online. The link is
https://dwc.org/home/mass/
Listen to EWTN on WLUX 1450 AM
Dunbar|Charleston

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM or by appointment.
304-342-8175
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
“We, at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, are a
diverse community of the poor, the disadvantaged and hungry, the well-to-do, the youth, elderly, visitors and
those seeking refuge.
As a community of many cultures and races, we stand for unity in our diversity by expressing our love of God
the Father through prayer and worship, through service to one another, through the ministry of welcoming,
through evangelization and ecumenism. With the Bishop, we shall pursue this mission faithfully through the
example of Jesus Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents of our members.” All are welcome
today, especially visitors, guests and those who might be new to the community.

Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart
TELEPHONE 304-342-8175
FAX 304-344-3907

ADMINISTRATION

Bookkeeper: Pam Acevedo
email: pacevedo@shccwv.us
Office Assistant: Angela Hodges
email: ahodges@shccwv.us
Property Manager: John Blake
email: jblake@shccwv.us
Secretary: Sheila Kerekes
email: skerekes@shccwv.us

342-8175

3rd Sunday of Advent-December 12th, 2021
5:30 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
5:00 pm

12/11 Sat.
12/12 Sun.

342-8175
342-8175
342-8175

Director of RCIA: Mike Kawash
549-6453
Email: mak@ramlaw.com
Coordinator of Religious Education: Sr. Ida Chikara 1-304-709-0026
Email: idachikara@gmail.com
Sacred Heart Early Learning Center: 6 weeks-3 years
Dawn Snyder, Director
414-5757
Sacred Heart Child Development Center: After School Care
Jeannie Tyler, Coordinator
344-1125
Sacred Heart Grade School: K-5/Pre-School (ages 3-4)
Anne Davis, Principal
346-5491
Charleston Catholic High School: 6-12
Colleen M. Hoyer, Principal
342-8415

SACRAMENTS

Anointing of the Sick, Confession, Infant Baptism, Weddings
For information/to schedule any of the above 304-342-8175

MUSIC

Music Director: Mark Haas
Email: mhaas@shccwv.us
Principal Organist: Gregory Gray

342-8175

380-4786

OTHER PARISH GROUPS OR MINISTRIES

Boy Scouts: Michael Casey
380-3129
Catholic Charities Office-Family Life Center
380-0162
For information on Catholic Charities
Contact: Karen or Sam Gross
346-2608
Cub Scouts: Adam Rohrig
276-274-8110
Girl Scouts: Sandi Greenhowe
553-7021
Knights of Columbus -St. Michael the Archangel #12630
Dick Fauss, Grand Knight
965-6872
Sam Gross-Faithful Navigator-Fr. Boniface Assembly #1188 346-2608
Ministry to Sick/Elderly
Sr. Ida Chikara, SJI
1-304-709-0026
Mount Olivet Cemetery/Mausoleum
342-8135
Wayne Johnson or Sacred Heart Parish
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Wanda Dettinger
344-1181
Saint John XXIII Pastoral Center
342-0507
SH Christian Service Committee: Ron Rushworth
382-7768
SH Finance Council: Cindy McGhee-Chair
342-8175
SH Gift Shop: Antonetta Stevens 415-8132 or Kathy Lamb 344-2011
SH Pastoral Council: Jack Walsh-Chair
533-2298

Sharing Our Treasure - 12/05/2021
Smile: $765
Candles: $178
Military Chaplains:$30
Christmas Flowers: $270

Thank you for your faithful generosity.

+ Joseph Abramowicz
+ People of the Parish
+ Bryan Ballantyne & Fiona Ford
+ Donna Skeen
+ Ignacio Bernardo

12/13 Mon. 12:00 pm +John Ruddick
12/14 Tue. 12:00 pm

EDUCATION

Regular Collection: $14,179
Partners in Hope: $750
Needy Student: $235
Social Concerns: $481
Campaign Human Dev.: $30

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at the Basilica

NO MASS

12/15 Wed. 12:00 pm For the Intention of Msgr. Edward Sadie

12/16 Thu. 12:00 pm + Adele Bobinger
12/17 Fri.

12:00 pm + Ronald Krushner

12/18 Sat.
12/19 Sun.

5:30 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
5:00 pm

+ Ezra L. & Vivian M. Wyer
+ Michel A. Sadd
+ Joe & Jay Mullen
+ John Phillip Patterson
+ People of the Parish

Need a gift for someone? Stop in the Gift Shop after mass
as we have rosaries of various prices, Bibles, medals,
crucifixes and statues. We also have an assortment of
Holy cards. If you need a specific item not currently in the
Gift Shop, we can look in the catalog and order it for you.
Get behind our Gabriel Project
Diaper Drive!

What: Diapers, training pants and baby
wipes, all sizes.
When: Now through December 31, 2021
How: Purchase a package (or more!) of diapers, training pants and/or
baby wipes and drop them off in the collection box in the Gathering
Space. Or shop online for direct delivery to: Gabriel Project of West
Virginia, 1207 Jefferson Road, South Charleston, WV 25309
* Unsure what to purchase? Use our “wish list” registries:
Walmart: https://www.walmart.com/registry/registryforgood, Type
Gabriel Project of WV into the search box.
Amazon: https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/1QRMINNMYMTA
Why: The average child uses over 2,700 diapers in their first year alone.
Diapers are not covered by public assistance. For low-income families, it
is a difficult choice between buying a sufficient quantity of diapers and
other essential household needs.
Diapers collected go directly to families in our community. Please donate!

Happy 91st Birthday
MONSIGNOR SADIE
December 15th

From Sacred Heart Staff and Parishioners

The Pope’s Monthly Intention
December-Catechists

Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word
of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity
and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

A note from the Rector…

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Christmas Mass Schedule

Happy 3rd Sunday of Advent. Rejoice!

We will celebrate the Nativity of the
Lord on Christmas Eve with Mass at
4pm, 8pm, and Midnight.

I pray your Advent journey is going well. To help prepare
for our Christmas celebration, we will have our Advent
Reconciliation Service this coming Monday beginning at
7pm.

On Christmas Day we will have Mass
at 9am and 12pm. There will be no
5:30pm Vigil Mass or Eucharistic
Adoration on Christmas Day.

Bishop Mark has written a letter concerning Advent,
Covid-19, and the recent document the US Bishops
issued on the Eucharist. I encourage you to read and
reflect on his letter, it is included in this bulletin.
May you have a blessed and holy week. I remain,
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Don

Sunday, December 26th regular
Mass schedule: 8:00am, 10:00am,
12:00pm & 5:00pm

ADVENT HAPPENINGS
Advent Reconciliation Service-Monday, December 13th
7:00 PM-Area Priests will assist.
Join us for an Advent Biblical Discussion group facilitated by Sr. Mary Irene Sorber, SCC from the WV
Institute for Spirituality on WEDNESDAY, December 15 & 22 in the Gathering Space, 10:45-11:45 am. Mass
at 12:00.
“Advent Light” by Stephen Binz (Twenty-Third Publications) will be provided to participants. The book
provides opportunity for a new understanding of God’s revelation which is applied to our lives, and our
world. Mary will be our model of how to discover God daily in a new and enriching way.
Contact Sr. Mary Irene, Email: wvismaryirene@aol.com Cell: 201-230-2362 or 304-345-0926.

Advent Reflection

Advent is a beautiful time in our Church year to notice all the loving ways God comes into our lives, and
the amazing expression of love we have with the gift of God’s son. You are invited to share in an Advent
reflection on Thursday evening, December 16th, from 6:00 pm to 7:30 p.m. in the Gathering Space at
the Church. This being the Year of St. Joseph we will use a Circle Process to reflect on Joseph as a
contemplative, as a man of action, and as father to Jesus and companion of Mary. Kay Pranis, author of The
Little Book of Circles Processes, writes, “We believe that the practice of Circles is helpful for building and
maintaining a healthy community in which all members feel connected and respected.”
Please RSVP, Sr. Rose Ann Hefner, CSJ, at rahefner@yahoo.com . (You are welcome to join in even if you don’t RSVP.) If
you have any questions you can reach Rose Ann at 304-543-3314 or at the above e-mail.
In order to keep
Advent, Advent,
the Catholic church
prefers not to display
Christmas decorations
until after the fourth Sunday of Advent.
This year, that Sunday is December 19
so we will be decorating for Christmas
on Wednesday, December 22. Many
hands are needed to help, starting at
9:00 a.m. Please consider giving an
hour of your time to help with this
joyful task. No skills are required. For
more information or if you have
questions, please contact the parish
office 304-342-8175.

From our Music Director...
A Joyful Psalm #30: Isaiah 12
What do you look forward to at Christmas time? Perhaps it is Midnight Mass, Christmas
morning, gifts, great food, etc. Isaiah 12 is all about people living in anticipation for better
days ahead. Isaiah chapters 1-39 deal with the desolation of the nation; chapters 40-66 provide
encouraging hope for the people: They are hopefully awaiting their salvation.
“Salvation” in Hebrew is translated, “yeshua.” The world “yeshua” in Aramaic is
translated, “Jesus.” Salvation to come is a person not a thing. And the person of Jesus
(salvation) is found throughout the book of Isaiah. During the response this weekend, the
cantor will sing: “With joy you will draw water at the fountain of salvation.” (Isaiah 12:3)
It is with joyful anticipation that we await the Fountain of Salvation Himself: Jesus Christ.
Mark Haas, Director of Music

A Pastoral Letter from Bishop Brennan
1. Advent
As we enter into the season of Advent, a season of “joyful anticipation,” we first stir up the embers of our hope for Christ’s return in glory, a hope that is
so easily suffocated in the activities and concerns that fill our daily lives. It is good to remember that Jesus promised to return and, being a God-man of his
word, he will do so at a time and in a way that he considers right. It will be a wonderful thing when he returns to manifest to the whole world his saving
work. How do we prepare for his coming? By following him in faith and love. Should we die first, as have our forebears, our faith in him and love for God
and neighbor will allow us to be confident as we meet him and learn our eternal destiny.
In early Advent we relive ancient Israel’s yearning for a Savior but then we turn our focus in the latter part of the season to the events immediately
preceding Christ’s coming: the annunciation of his conception in the Virgin Mary, the conception and birth of John the Baptist, Joseph’s marriage to Mary at
God’s command, the pilgrimage of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem for the census. Finally, the Messiah is born and we rejoice in song and flowers and
wreathes in our Christmas Masses. God has kept His promise to give us a Savior.
Between his first coming in humility and his final coming in glory, the Lord comes to us gently in our prayer, our reception of him in the Eucharist, our
devout confessions, our meditation on his Word, our acts of kindness to others. Read Revelations 3:20 to grasp the personal encounter he wants to have
with you. Even before his final return, you will understand St. Paul’s words: Rejoice in the Lord always! I shall say it again: rejoice! Your kindness should be
known to all. The Lord is near [Philippians 4:4-5]. He is near to all who will open the door to him and let him in. Be that person and you will have a fruitful
Advent.
2. The US Bishops’ Recent Meeting
You may or may not pay much attention to what the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops does at its semi-annual meetings but we had one in
mid November in Baltimore, MD, the first diocese in the newly independent United States. It was our first in-person meeting in two years and on that score
alone was a blessing. As a participant, I found the bishops strongly committed to working for the good of our people. We heard addresses from Archbishop
Christophe Pierre, the Pope’s Apostolic Nuncio to the United States, from Archbishop José Gómez of Los Angeles, the President of our Conference, and
from West Virginian Mark Saad, now the chair of the National Advisory Council, which proposes agenda items to the bishops and responds to the bishops’
decisions. All spoke of the need for unity among Catholics in a country increasingly polarized. Happily, that unity was evident among the bishops in
Baltimore.
What did we do? We approved new English and Spanish translations of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, which is in use in all of our parishes
and will guide parish teams in preparing catechumens for baptism and non-catechized Catholics for the other sacraments of initiation. We heard a
presentation on the new penal section of the Code of Canon Law, issued by Pope Francis in June of this year, that deals with punishments of clergy and
laity in Church service who abuse persons or use their positions for personal gain. I think the recent scandal in this Diocese may have contributed to the
strengthened provisions of the Code. We also approved our 2022 budget and, not surprisingly, the assembled bishops decided not to raise the tax on their
dioceses (but they did not lower it either).
We voted to move up to the summer of 2022 the review of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People that was originally scheduled
for 2025. The implementation of the Charter since 2002 has greatly reduced new cases of the sexual abuse of minors by Catholic clergy but we decided we
could not wait three more years to see if any gaps needed to be filled or provisions needed to be strengthened. We also overwhelmingly voted to have
Mother Teresa of Calcutta’s feast (September 5) be added to the US liturgical calendar. We agreed with the bishops of Honolulu and Lafayette in Louisiana
that they should advance at the local level the causes for the beatification and canonization of two laymen – Joseph Dutton, who served with St. Damien
among the lepers of Molokai, and Auguste Robert Pelafigue, a renowned catechist – and a laywoman – Charlene Marie Richard, whose sanctity at her
death at age 15 was testified to by many people and whose intercession is linked to miracles. We need American saints!
The bishops also approved having a national Eucharistic Congress in 2024 as part of our Eucharistic Revival Project to reaffirm Catholic belief in
Christ’s true presence in the Eucharist. We heard presentations on marriage, family life and youth and on a prolife effort called “Walking with Moms in
Need,” in which parishes and pregnancy centers team up to offer more effective help to struggling mothers. There were other presentations on immigration,
Catholic Charities, the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Catholic Relief Services and the diocesan phase, already in motion, of the Synod Pope
Francis has called to strengthen the Church in communion (being one in faith and love), participation (leaving no one out) and mission (bringing Christ and
his Gospel to others). At times the week felt like a forced march but I think we did some good. The only thing much of the media seemed interested in,
along with some folks who gathered outside our hotel, was a document called The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church. We disappointed
those who hoped we would fight over whether or not President Biden should be denied Holy Communion. That was not our objective nor the competence
of our Conference. We wanted a theological and pastoral document that would undergird our Eucharistic Revival Project. The vote was 220 to 8 in favor.
Our unity could not have been clearer.
3. The need for a Eucharistic Revival Project
The Eucharist, both its celebration in the Mass and its reception in Holy Communion, is central to our Catholic faith, for we believe this sacrament is
unique in that it becomes what it signifies: the very Person of Jesus, the Son of God, once crucified for us and now risen from the dead. It is distressing
that, long before the COVID-19 pandemic, many Catholics have stayed away from Mass and therefore from the Lord who wants to give himself to them in
the Eucharist. Moreover, the bishops of our country have learned from both national surveys and anecdotal evidence that many Catholics, even some who
regularly go to Mass and receive Holy Communion, do not believe that they truly receive Jesus Christ in the Sacrament of the Altar.
For this reason we will launch a Eucharistic Revival Project nationwide on Corpus Christi Sunday, June 19, 2022. We need this Project because, as
pastors of souls, we are concerned that our brothers and sisters who lack the Church’s faith in Christ’s real presence in the Eucharist may not receive any
benefit from their reception of the Sacrament. The Lord presents himself – “Body of Christ, Blood of Christ” – but if we say, “No, it’s not you; it’s just a piece
of bread or a reminder of you,” can we expect him to bless us? He stands at the door and knocks but what if we won’t let him in? How can he dine with us?
[See Revelation 3:20]
How could it come to pass that many Catholics today do not share the Church’s faith, believed and taught from the days of the Apostles, that Jesus
Christ makes himself substantially present in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood? I suspect it is in part a result of a diminished sense of the supernatural
leading to a practical materialism. This materialism does not allow for the sovereign God to intervene in His creation to change, in a mysterious and
spiritual way, bread and wine into Christ’s Body and Blood while leaving the material elements unchanged. Everything is interpreted on the horizonal level;
the vertical level is left out. So, as this thinking goes, the Eucharist could not possibly be Jesus.
In addition, Americans’ high regard for individualism can lead to unfortunate results if it reaches beyond its proper limits. Sadly, we see many examples
in our society of a heightened individualism that prioritizes personal opinion over even the strongest consensus of others, thus undermining the common
good.

I think that the resistance to being vaccinated against the Coronavirus and wearing masks when in group settings is a prime example. But this heightened
individualism also influences some Catholics’ view of the Eucharist. They hold to their erroneous opinion despite the testimony of Scripture and Tradition
and the experience of saints and ordinary Catholics through the centuries who have found such great strength through the Lord whom they received in the
Sacrament.
We need, then, to stir up our people’s faith in the true presence of Christ in the Eucharist, lest it cease to be the “source and summit” of the Christian
life and our sacrament of unity with the Lord and with one another. That is why the US bishops approved The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the
Church. It will give us a useful theological framework for our Eucharistic Revival Project and provide some marvelous testimony of Catholics, ordained,
religious and lay, to the immense spiritual power of the Sacrament.
4. The worthiness to receive Holy Communion
Regarding a person’s reception of Holy Communion, the bishops repeated traditional Catholic teaching in our Eucharistic document that we should
approach the Sacrament only if we are not conscious of having committed mortal sins of which we have not repented and been absolved in the Sacrament
of Penance. This applies to everyone. Prominent Catholics bear a special responsibility not to lead others into error by receiving the Eucharist if they teach
or live in a manner that contradicts authentic Catholic doctrine. Those prominent Catholics include anyone with influence in others’ lives, starting with
parents, teachers and coaches and reaching up to university officials and professors, CEOs and their teams, labor leaders, media and entertainment
personalities and politicians. Remember Jesus’ words: Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have
a great millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea (Matthew 18:6]. Being looked up to brings a heavy moral and spiritual
responsibility to one who has influence over others.
The great error of those who persist in receiving Christ in the Eucharist while continuing to betray Christ in practice is their separation of personal piety
from the demands of truth, justice and love. Through the prophet Amos, in a passage often quoted by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., God said to the people of
Israel: I hate, I spurn your feasts, I take no pleasure in your solemnities; your cereal offerings I will not accept, nor consider your stall-fed peace offerings. .
. But if you would offer me holocausts, then let justice surge like water and goodness like an unfailing stream [5:21-24]. Isaiah directed the same message
to the princes and people: What care I for the number of your sacrifices, says the Lord. I have had enough of whole burnt rams and fat of fatlings. . . When
you spread out your hands, I close my eyes to you. Though you pray the more, I will not listen. Your hands are full of blood! Wash yourselves clean! Put
away your misdeeds from before my eyes; cease doing evil; learn to do good. Make justice your aim: redress the wronged, hear the orphan’s plea, defend
the widow [1:10:17]. God expects us who pray to and worship Him to treat our fellow human beings with justice and mercy; otherwise, He says, our
worship is worthless and our prayers go unheard.
So, what is to be done if a prominent person continues to receive Holy Communion while speaking or acting publicly in a gravely sinful manner?
Canon 915 of the Code of Canon Law expressly says: “Those who . . . , obstinately persevere in manifest grave sin are not to be admitted to holy
communion.” The canon is directed to the individual minister of Holy Communion (clerical or lay), who must be certain of three things: that the person has
committed a sin that is objectively grave, that, after being warned, he or she refuses to desist from committing that sin, and that the sin is widely known by
the Catholic faithful. That is a high bar. Canon 915 does not give authority to a bishop to forbid a person from receiving the Eucharist throughout his
diocese; that would require a formal trial in which the accused would have the right both to the presumption of innocence and to self defense (see canon
221). By no means does canon 915 give to an episcopal conference the right to forbid a Catholic, even one who notoriously violates Catholic teaching,
from receiving Holy Communion. So, canon law is not so easy to apply in this case.
Turning from Church law to the Scriptures, we find some very interesting situations in which objectively unworthy persons receive the Eucharist. The
most obvious one is Judas Iscariot’s reception of Christ’s Body and Blood at the Last Supper (Luke 22: 14-23]. Jesus knew that Judas was going to betray
him [Matthew 26:21-23] yet he did not stop him from receiving the Eucharist. He did foretell that Judas would come to a bad end but not by his disciples’
hands. St. Paul in I Corinthians 11: 17-34 deals with a situation in which people are receiving the Eucharist unworthily. The Corinthians were dividing
themselves at the communal meals they had before they celebrated the Eucharist. Some members of the community brought food and ate well while
poorer members had little or nothing to eat. Paul condemns the selfish behavior of the first group and then describes the Last Supper, in which Jesus said:
This is my Body, that is for you. When you receive his sacramental Body, Paul tells the Corinthians, you proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes. It
was Jesus’ physical body that died on the cross, not his sacramental body. So, when Paul tells the Corinthians that anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body, eats and drinks judgment on himself, he is saying – given the context of reprimanding selfish behavior – that they have not discerned
that Jesus’ sacrifice of his body on the cross was a supreme act of love. The wealthier Corinthians should imitate Jesus’ loving behavior by sharing their
food rather than ignoring the bodily needs of their poorer brethren.
Yet Paul never tells the offending Corinthians to stop receiving the Eucharist. He puts the burden on them: a person should examine himself and so
eat the bread and drink the cup. Like Jesus, he does speak of God’s judgment on those who persist in acting selfishly: many among you are ill and infirm
and a considerable number are dying. If we discerned ourselves, we would not be under judgment but since we are judged by the Lord, we are being
disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world. Paul leaves the punishment to God.
Before concluding that someone should be denied the Eucharist, ask yourself: did Jesus do the right thing or the wrong thing when he allowed Judas
Iscariot to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood? Did St. Paul do the right thing or the wrong thing in not forbidding the selfish Corinthians from receiving the
Eucharist? It is hard to argue against the Lord’s and his Apostle’s example. If those who persist in manifest grave sin, after being warned, still receive the
Lord in Holy Communion, they eat and drink a judgment against themselves. If they imitate Judas Iscariot, they are betraying the Lord they receive. We
should pray for them, that they may be converted to the truth, for they remain our brothers and sisters.
5. To conclude: a thought on the COVID-19 pandemic
The COVID-19 pandemic has not gone away. We must be patient and prudent. Simple protective measures, such as being vaccinated and wearing
masks in group settings, make sense. I urge you to trust that the vaccines we prayed for will help you and others stay healthy. I hope you understand that
wearing a mask is an annoyance but not a grave hardship. We are honoring the Lord’s command, Love your neighbor as yourself, when we adopt these
safety measures. Let us pray for all those who are sick, for those who died and for the consolation of their families, for our dedicated health care personnel
and our essential workers.
At Christmas we will celebrate the birth of our Savior. He came to do us the immense good of freeing us from our sins and from eternal death. Let us,
in the midst of this plague, do good to others and to ourselves by practicing both patience and prudence. A blessed Advent season and Christmas to you
all!
Sincerely in Christ,
Bishop Mark E. Brennan

Discern-Decide-Do
Discern-Decide-Do is the process for turning our resolutions into realities. Since the 1500’s, this “3-D Approach” to the discernment process has
helped millions of people to prayerfully ask Jesus and have Him help them answer their questions about career choices, religious vocations,
educational opportunities, marital status, job changes, geographic moves, and retirement.
This 500-years old, Scripture-based, Christ-focused discernment and decision-making process will be the topic of the Adult Prayer Enrichment
Program for Winter 2022.
The class starts on Tuesday, January 18, 2022, and ends seven weeks later on March 1, 2022. The class meets once a week in the Cordis Center
from 10:15-11:30 am. January 11, 2022 is the final registration deadline. Pre-registration is required.
The book for the class is FREEDOM by Jacqueline Bergan and Sister Marie Schwann. The cost of the book is $13.00 and will be available for
purchase on January 18. For additional information or to register, contact Bob Harrison at Cell/Text 304-932-8246 or DRBOBWV@AOL.COM
The Knights of Columbus Council 12630 would like to wish everyone a meaningful advent and a very Merry
Christmas. We know that everyone will continue to work toward keeping Christ in Christmas which is something the Knights
strongly encourage. With the encouragement of Father Don and with the help of John Blake and the Parish maintenance staff,
we have placed three Keep Christ in Christmas banners on parish property the past two years.
With the help of our parishioners, Catholic Students, Knights from other Councils across the state, and the support of Cross
Catholic the Knights are especially pleased the we have assisted in packing 90,490 meals to Guatemala, along with 10,000 earmarked for
West Virginia. The Knights, again with the help of the groups above sent along 61 Boxes of Joy earmarked for Guatemala, Haiti and other
Latin American Countries. We like this project and plan to sponsor it next year.
So far the Knights have presented $2,730 in monetary donations to Father Thien and will deliver the remaining collected food and
monetary donations on December 15 which Father Thien will distribute on December 16. The Food Drive to Benefit the Clay County Food
Pantry will continue through December 12, 2021. It is not too late to give to the Food Drive for the Risen Lord Food Pantry in Clay
County. Father Thien will be able to use all donated food and money. This year we want to emphasize that we will accept both non
perishable food items as well as monetary donations. Food items most requested are Peanut Butter [Crackers], Tuna Fish, Canned Soup,
Canned Vegetables and Canned Fruit. Monetary donations of $17 for a Ham or a Turkey or $30 for a meal can act as a rough guide for how
much to give. Please make Checks payable to K of C 12630 and mailed to P.O. Box 11578; Charleston, WV 25339-1578; or placed in the
collection basket.
We are always looking for new members of any age who would like to help us with projects such as those listed below. Ask a Knight
or an usher to point out a Knight. We would be happy to talk with anyone interested in Knights Membership.
Knights of Columbus events: *Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every Saturday of the Month at 4:00 p.m. *Food Drive to benefit the
Clay County Food Pantry hosted by Father Thien continues through this Sunday, December 12, 2021. *Keeping Christ in Christmas with
decorations for the exterior gardens of Sacred Heart.

Sacred Heart Grade School News-Things are getting busy at SHGS in preparation for Christmas. Students are

practicing for several Christmas programs that will be happening next week. It is such a happy, busy time. We had a
#Donovanstrong Dress Down Day on Tuesday and attended Mass on Wednesday for the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception. The big event of the week was Thursday night when the fifth grade class participated in the Charleston
Christmas Parade. Below is the link address if you'd like to see them- they are around the 46 minute mark. It was a great
evening. Thank you for all your prayers and support! We have one more week before our Christmas Break!
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/sports/high_school_gameday/the-charleston-christmas-parade-dec-9-2021/video_2314e020-56ba11ec-975d-37574ed40e9b.htmlAnne Davis, Principal
On Saturday, December 4 Charleston Catholic High School participated in our annual Christmas tradition of delivering presents
to Clay County. Though this year’s event consisted of a drive through distribution rather than a Christmas party, we were able to
maintain the spirit of the project and to serve our neighbors. We have worked with the parishioners at Risen Lord Catholic Church in
Maysel for approximately 30 years to plan and carry out the project. This year, the Charleston Catholic community provided food
boxes, stockings, and gifts for 131 families and approximately 400 children, an important way for us to live our faith and love our
neighbors.
This annual service would not be possible without the support of the entire CCHS community, students, families, faculty and
staff, and others. We thank the Sacred Heart Grade School children, their families, and faculty and staff who continued their tradition
of involvement by providing over 150 food boxes for distribution to families at the party.

Third Sunday of Advent
Make Us an Image of Justice
Loving Father, in your goodness you have made us in your image. Make us an image of your
justice, mercy, and peace that, like John, we might point the way to you. Bring all the world into
the light of your love that we might see your glory forever. Let our rejoicing now be the seed of the
joy that is to come. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
© 2021 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Kathryn Ball-Boruff. Permission to publish granted by the
Archdiocese of Chicago on February 9, 2021.

Sunday, December 12, 2021-Rejoice!
Today’s readings: Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Philemon 4:4–7; Isaiah 12:2–3, 4, 5–6; Luke 3:10–18. The nearness of Jesus, our
salvation, is now made present and brings with it a call to rejoice.
In today’s Gospel, the people ask John the Baptist what they are to do. His answer is always the same: act with justice. The
Jewish people, then and now, await a messiah who will bring about perfect justice. John speaks to people waiting and watching,
yesterday and today: act with justice.
Often, a need to change is not associated with “good news.” Yet the people feel something in their hearts when they are with
John. They experience his preaching as good news even when it is challenging. They desire the kingdom of God and see that the
world is not there yet. They are called to change. John also makes clear that they themselves do not have to do everything. That is
also a hopeful message. Each person does their part, and their part is enough. It is God who brings about the kingdom of justice and
peace, fulfilling the work begun in creation.
John speaks of a baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire. Fire can purify metal, and its heat in boiling water sterilizes objects.
While preparing for Jesus’ coming, we might ask the Spirit to purify our hearts so that we seek to act justly. What could you do this
week to live the value of justice? What in you must be taken away to live this more perfectly?
© 2021 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Kathryn Ball-Boruff. Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition.
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 9, 2021.

This Week at Home

Monday, December 13-St. Lucy
St. Lucy was an early Christian martyr who died during the Roman persecutions. Accounts say that her eyes were gouged out when
she was martyred, and therefore she is the patron of those with eye illnesses. Her feast day is often celebrated with candles because,
in the Northern Hemisphere, the day is among the shortest days of the year. St. Lucy is one of eight women included in the canon of
the Mass. Today’s readings: Numbers 24:2–7, 15–17a; Psalm 25:4–5ab, 6, 7bc, 8–9; Matthew 21:23–27.
Tuesday, December 14-St. John of the Cross
St. John of the Cross, a doctor of the Church, was a priest, mystic, and writer who lived in Spain in the sixteenth century. One of his
best-known works is The Dark Night of the Soul. He was a close collaborator of St. Teresa of Avila. Today’s readings: Zephaniah
3:1–2, 9–13; Psalm 34:2–3, 6–7, 17–18, 19, 23; Matthew 21:28–32.
Wednesday, December 15-Signs
The blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the good news
proclaimed to them.” Often we wish for miraculous signs that will help us know where to go. But these actions of Jesus are that and
more. The hope of the people of Israel was in a person who would bring about a new kingdom in which the sufferings of this world
would be left behind. These particular signs are a message to John the Baptist: Jesus is the long-awaited messiah. Today’s readings:
Isaiah 45:6b–8, 18, 21c–25; Psalm 85:9ab, 10, 11–12, 13–14; Luke 7:18b–23.
Thursday, December 16-God’s Faithfulness
God’s love will be constant, the covenant of peace unbroken, even if the mountains fall. While people often disappoint us when
commitments are not kept, God’s promise is not reliant on our faithfulness but on the faithfulness of God. We know that God is a
keeper of promises: promises kept to Sarah, to Hannah, to Elizabeth, to Mary, to Noah, to Abraham, to Moses, to John the Baptist.
We can trust that even in our darkest moments God is faithful to us as well. Today’s readings: Isaiah 54:1–10; Psalm 30:2, 4, 5–6,
11–12a, 13b; Luke 7:24–30.
Friday, December 17-O Wisdom
Within the Church’s liturgical tradition, the “O” Antiphons are prayed the seven days before Christmas. Each of these antiphons
presents a title for the messiah. Many are familiar with these seven titles because they begin the verses of the hymn “O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel.” The first antiphon, which is used on December 17, is O Wisdom. You might sing this verse of “O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel,” or you might pray Evening Prayer. You can find resources online, including apps to assist you, in praying the
Liturgy of the Hours. Today’s readings: Genesis 49:2, 8–10; Psalm 72:1–2, 3–4ab, 7–8, 17; Matthew 1:1–17.
Saturday, December 18-The Dream of St. Joseph
St. Joseph was a righteous man, meaning he followed the law of Moses, and according to the Law, Mary would be put to death. St.
Joseph also must have been a man of great compassion who was accustomed to God’s voice. When the angel came to him in a
dream, he immediately believed. Moreover, he immediately acted. Today, spend time in silent prayer so that, like Joseph, you may
know your call when it comes and answer with your whole heart. Today’s readings: Jeremiah 23:5–8; Psalm 72:1–2, 12–13, 18–19;
Matthew 1:18–25.
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Please use the basket in the vestibule labeled Retirement
Fund for Religious for this collection.

3rd Sunday of Advent – Cycle C – 2001 (Father Sadie – 304.546.4330)
Storyteller, George Miles relates this anecdote. “Life is unbearable,” a man complained to his rabbi. “There
are nine of us living in one room. What can I do?”
The rabbi responded, “Take the goat into the room with you.” The man found this difficult to accept, but the
rabbi insisted, “Do this! Take the goat into the room with the nine of you and then, come back in one week.”
A week later, the man returned. “We cannot stand it.” he cried. “The goat is filthy; the smell is unbearable.”
The rabbi said. “Go home and let the goat out. Come back in a week.”
A week later, the man returned rejoicing. “Life is beautiful,” he told the rabbi. “We are cherishing every
moment. No goat! Only the nine of us.”
My dear friends in Christ, for a while, the nine had lost sight of the joy in their lives. The sad experience of
the goat reminded the man and his family of their blessings. A temporary dose of suffering had helped them to
regain their perspective.
In a sense, Zephaniah was offering a similar lesson to his contemporaries. During the reign of Joshua, Israel
was occupied by their regular enemy, Assyria. Influenced by their oppressors, the Jews dabbled in idolatry.
Zephaniah castigated his people for their infidelity and accused them of a lack of trust in God. He warned them
that their social, political, and economic sufferings would get worse unless they repented. He challenged them
to recognize the “goat,” suffering that had come to live among them, to learn from their suffering and return to
holiness so as to know again the favor of God.
Turning from his usual negative condemnation, Zephaniah, in the Word of the Lord today, offered his
listeners a glimpse of that joy that comes from living in God's favor.
“Shout for joy, sing joyfully, be glad and exalt. The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty Savior.” Paul
echoes the same rejoicing that is grounded in the presence of God among us. “Rejoice in the Lord always. I say
it again, rejoice! because the Lord, who has called us into being and renewed us in His love, is near.”
But the Baptist’s cry is a sober reminder that the presence of God in our midst calls forth judgment. “His
winnowing fan is in His hand to clear His threshing floor and gather the wheat into His granary, but the chaff
He will burn in unquenchable fire.”
Comforted by the Christ in whom justice, love, truth, mercy and goodness come alive, those in whom
justice, love, truth, mercy and goodness are sometimes lacking, find themselves facing a well-earned, welldeserved sentence of judgment.
Therefore, today we stand with the crowds, the tax collectors, the soldiers who sought out John near the
Jordan River and asked, “What ought we to do? And John's advice is disarmingly simple
and straightforward; “Share with others, be honest. Don't throw your weight around. Live in peace.”
My friends in Christ, only when we duly and daily respond to John's challenge, can we immerse ourselves
in the true joy of the Christmas season.
Authentic Advent joy is to be distinguished from the temporary revelry in merrymaking that fill many of
our December days and nights.
True joy cannot be found in a beautifully wrapped gift, however extravagant it might be, or in a Christmas
bonus, however generous, or at a Christmas party, however festive, or in the myriad of twinkling lights and
decorations that festoon our homes, offices, places of business.
On the contrary, the true joy that comes solely from the experience of God's presence cannot be stimulated
by any other source. Only by Emmanuel – “God with us.”
I am not referring to a whiff of incense on Christmas Eve, or a pious simplification of the Manger Scene.
We must find the real presence of God, not in the créche, but in our own hearts and lives, and in the hearts and
lives of one another.
We need to re-connect each day of our life with the truth, the reality that God, the Almighty Creator of the
universe, has chosen to take on flesh and become a living, breathing, walking, talking, laughing, crying, human
being. This Word-Made-Flesh- involvement of God with humankind is the cause and the source of all joy this
Advent, and throughout this and every year God in you,
God in me,
God with us.
Advent means to begin again, to be born again, to know that we can be saved. We have every reason to
rejoice. Rather than “humbug” we ought to shout from the top of our lungs, “yippee.” God bless you.

KNIGHTS CORNER

St. Michael the Archangel Council #12630

Membership Info: kofc.org/joinus
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITIES
CHARITY IS AT THE HEART OF OUR WORK AND
OUR FAITH—AND IT ALWAYS HAS BEEN. FOR
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, CHARITY MEANS
SUPPORTING A VIRTUALLY BOUNDLESS VARIETY
OF PROJECTS.

NO LESS THAN 100%

One hundred percent of your donation goes directly to
support the Knights of Columbus charitable cause of
your choice.
All fees and expenses associated with Knights of
Columbus Charities, such as operating and
administration costs, are covered by the Knights of
Columbus. Whatever cause you contribute to —
providing a child the gift of warmth, advocating for a
culture of life, giving persecuted religious minorities
food and medical care or helping rebuild after natural
disasters — every penny you donate goes directly to
your chosen charity.
Together, we will make a difference. This is our path
and our faith leads the way.
To donate to the Knights of Columbus Charities go to:
http://kofc.org/en/what-we-do/charity/index.html
Attention Amazon users: Did you know that Amazon will
contribute 0.5% of your total eligible purchases to the
parish? If you would like Amazon to direct contributions to
Sacred Heart, log on to Smile.amazon.com, select charitable
organization, scan and select Sacred Heart Cathedral,
Charleston WV. It’s that easy. Then any time you shop
through Smile.Amazon.com, Amazon will donate 0.5% of
your eligible purchase total to Sacred Heart parish. It’s a
great way to support the parish while shopping for everyday
items.

Pastoral Care is offered to all
parishioners. If you would like
a visit or the Eucharist brought
to your home, the hospital or
assisted care facility, you can
contact Sr. Ida at 1-304-7090026.

New Mausoleum to be built at Mount Olivet Cemetery-the only
Catholic Cemetery in Kanawha County.

The church has consulted with Tim
White at Barlow Bonsall Funeral Home
to help us get the mausoleum built. You
may contact him at (304)342-8135 or his
cell phone at (304)395-4824 for more
information or to set up a private meeting. This may be done either virtually or
in person. Affordable monthly payment plans are available.
“Lord Jesus Christ, by your own three days in the tomb, you hallowed the graves of all who believed in you and so made the grave a
sign of hope that promises resurrection even as it claims our mortal
bodies”
– Rite of Committal

For your information, this QR code
is a quick way to get to the parish
giving page.
Or...

Consider having your church contributions sent
directly to the Church from your bank; please contact
your own bank to do so. Almost every bank offers this
service. If possible please have your parish ID
included on the check. Many parishioners are opting
to do this.
Baptismal Preparation Class for First Time Parents
To schedule a baptism preparation class
or to get more information please call 304-342-8175.
Sacred Heart Early Learning Center
Ages 6 Weeks to 2 Years open to children of all faiths, located at
204 Leon Sullivan Way. Hours of operation are Monday-Friday
7:00 am to 5:30 pm, year round.
At the Early Learning Center, care teachers provide a safe,
clean, predictable and nurturing environment in which children
can explore, build relationships and develop a positive self
concept. If you are interested in our program, call Dawn Snyder
at 414-5757 for an appointment, or for information.

SACRED HEART GRADE SCHOOL

A National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence

Applications may be downloaded from our website www.shgs.us.
For information, or to schedule a tour, call 304-346-5491.

* Tiny Hearts-2 Year Old-Half or Full Day Program
* ECE-3 Year Old-Full Day Program
* PRE-K-4 Year Old-Full Day Program
* Kindergarten through Fifth Grade
* After School Care
Integrated Technology, Library, Music, Physical Education,
Art & French, Emphasis on Academics, Spirituality, Personal
Development and Community Service. All faiths welcome!
CHARLESTON CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Educating The Hearts And Minds Of West Virginia’s
Youth For Over 90 Years
Applications may be downloaded from our website
www.charlestoncatholic-crw.org.
For more information, or to schedule a tour, call 342-8415 or
email Shannon.vollmer@charlestoncatholic-crw.org

Barlow Bonsall
Funeral Home

A word of Thanks:

Serving Sacred Heart Parish
Since 1875
Wayne Johnson, Director
304-342-8135

Anthony J. Majestro

This bulletin is subsidized by the companies whose
advertisement appears in it. If you have the opportunity,
thank them in the name of the Co-Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart by using their products or services.

Attorneys At Law

304-346-2889

Let Our Advertisers know you saw their Ad.

1217 VIRGINIA STREET E.
CHARLESTON, WV 25301
304-345-4960
APERFECTSMILE.COM
kalaskeyorthodontics@gmail.com
738 Old Airport Rd.
Chapmanville, WV 25508
304-855-7092

Larry J. Kalaskey III,
D.D.S., M.S.

Tony C. Majestro, MD
Kanawha City
304-346-2801

Cross Lanes
304-776-5115

CAMC
304-346-9145

Orthopedic Surgeon

YWCA
304-340-3550

304-343-4691

NautIlus

Philip M. Majestro,

Sports Fitness Center

DDS

www.charlestonfitnesswv.com

Family Dentist
304-344-4003

Charleston Nautilus

Our business is GROWING

Web: www.jarrett-construction.com
E-mail: john.jarrett@jarrett-construction.com

Toddjudyford.com
Charleston 304.344.1601
Marmet 304-925-0431

304-342-2255

Renal Consultants, PLLC

The Center for Dermatology
& Skin Care, Inc.

Julian Espiritu, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.P., FASN
Robert Lamb, III, M.D.

Gregory T. Lagos, DO, FAOCD, FAACS
607 Chestnut Street
South Charleston, WV 25309

Contact: Cary Levenson

Board Certified Nephrologists
24 MacCorkle Ave. SW, So. Chas.

304-766-9136
FAX 304-766-9139

Phone: 304-720-5000
We believe in
Quality of Service,
not Quantity of
Customers
24-hours a day
7 days a week

Sincerely Yours
State of the Art
Answering Service
Locally Owned and Operated

Messages Delivered by:
Operator-fax-pageremail-cell phone

Jewelers, Inc.
Sacred Heart Electronic Giving

Make a donation to the Parish electronically through
Parish Soft by one of the following three methods.
1. Text “Give” to 304-464-9901 (first time, set up
account, scroll to bottom of page and enter required
info)
2. Download “Church by MinistryOne” app. Locate our
parish and begin.
3. Go to parish
website, www.sacredheartcocathedral.com and scroll
to the bottom of the page. Click on the red “Click to
Donate” button to be directed to the Parish Soft
Donation page. Simply scroll through the “Fund”
box to find the collection, enter a dollar amount and
submit. You will be directed to the payment method
to supply your information.
The Parish Soft donation system will allow you to set up
one-time only donations or recurring weekly donations.

3716 MACCORLKE AVENUE, KANAWHA CITY
304-925-3435

304-357-7300

CUSTOM DIAMONDS
PRECIOUS GEMS

A Division of the
West Virginia
Message Center Inc.

CHARLESTON, WV

AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY-CERTIFIED GEMOLOGIST
ROLEX AUTHORIZED FACTORY AGENT

Michael J. Tupta, DDS
Dentistry
That Makes You Smile

New Patients Welcome
1701 Oakhurst Dr. Chas. 25314
304-744-4150 MyDentistInCharleston.com

Tom’s Plumbing, Inc.

Mullen

Plumbing * Heating * Cooling
Tom Orcutt * Owner
304-744-3221 Call 304-768-8983

24 Hours.

William L. Harris, MD

Have you considered
advertising with us? It
benefits you and helps
needy students in our
schools.

Family & Geriatric Care

Comprehensive head-to-toe Examinations
and treatment strategies

Since 1915

Call 304-342-8175 for
information. Thanks!

3100 MacCorkle Ave. SE, 304-344-2451

1507 Washington Street E.

304-343-1851

308 C Street
South Charleston, W 25303
304.744.1251
www.chapmandentistry.com
• New Patients Welcome

• Convenient Parking

Manuel E. Molina, MD
• Implants

Sports Medicine/Joint
Replacement Specialist

• Modern Techniques

Lorena M Surber, D.D.S.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

The Serra Club of
Charleston

1218 Virginia St. East
Suite A

Is An Organization That
Encourages Vocations.
Why Not Join Us?

New
Patients
Welcome

Phone 304-343-0361

Leonoro’s
Spaghetti House

We love
to see you
smile!

Fax 304-343-6711

www.surbersmiles.com

********
Putnam
1399 Hospital Drive
304-757-BONE

Contact Mark Sadd
304-343-2149

The West Virginia Institute for Spirituality, a charitable organization,
offers electronic, on and off site group and individual retreats, small meeting
opportunities, a private hermitage, male and female spiritual directors,
prayer, grief, marriage, drug and addictions counseling. Follow us at
WVIS.org, phone for a tour at 304-345-0926 or visit 1601 Virginia St. East.
Our educational opportunities provide continuing education hours; we are a
PRIME partner with the Graduate Theological Foundation. Contact Sr.
Carole Riley, CDP, PH.D. at 412-901-4259 for more information.

To report an incidence of suspected
child sexual abuse, please contact
your local law enforcement agency,
or you may confidentially contact
WV Child Protective Services at
800.352.6513. To report suspected
cases of sexual abuse by personnel
of the Diocese of WheelingCharleston to the Diocese, please
contact the Diocese at 888.434.6237
or 304.233.0880.

********
Charleston
415 Morris St., Ste. 104
304-343-4691

Listen to WV Catholic Radio

WLUX 1450 AM Dunbar / Charleston
WNUX 89.7 FM Montgomery / Beckley
WOUX 105.3 FM St. Mary / Parkersburg
WSJE 91.3 FM Summersville
WVUS 1190 AM Grafton/North Central WV
WLOL 8937 FM Morgantown
WDWC 9030 FM Wheeling
Listen to EWTN on WV’s Catholic radio stations.
St Paul Radio is entirely donor and listener supported
P. O. Box 3744 ▪ Charleston, W. Va. 25337

LEAD WITH FAITH - prayer & faith formation resources available
SERVE OTHERS - unmatched charitable outreach programs
DEFEND YOUR VALUES - stand up for the unborn and all human life
PROTECT YOUR FAMILY - exclusive access to top rated financial products

“THE EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME”

Contact Ralph Phelps
304-757-1171

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Why Advertise in your Parish Bulletin?

Your message gets out weekly in about 500 bulletins x 52 weeks a year.
All Ads are in your choice of color.
You support your parish and the parish in turn supports your business.
Your ad can be changed as needed because all the work is done in-house.
All proceeds go to assist needy parish students in our schools.

We encourage parishioners to patronize our sponsors for helping to make this bulletin
possible through their generosity.

