
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT   

  “We, at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, are a 
diverse community of the poor, the disadvantaged and hungry, the well-to-do, the youth, elderly, visitors and 
those seeking refuge. 
 As a community of many cultures and races, we stand for unity in our diversity by expressing our love of God 
the Father through prayer and worship, through service to one another, through the ministry of welcoming, 
through evangelization and ecumenism. With the Bishop, we shall pursue this mission faithfully through the 
example of Jesus Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents of our members.” All are welcome 
today, especially visitors, guests and those who might be new to the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  BASILICA OF THE CO-CATHEDRAL  

OF THE SACRED HEART 
 

Pilgrimage Site for: Diocesan Shrine of Santo Niño 

    “Annunciation” and “Tree of Life” Meditation Gardens  

  2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time -January 18 , 2026  
 

Pastor: Most Rev. Mark E. Brennan  
Bishop of  the Diocese of  Wheeling-Charleston  

 

Rector: Very Rev. Donald X. Higgs, Assoc. V.E., V.F. - dhiggs@dwc.org 
Associate Rector: Rev. Prakash Kerketta - pkerketta@dwc.org 

Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Michael A. Kawash  
 

1114 Virginia Street, East, Charleston, WV 25301,  Telephone: (304) 342-8175/Fax: (304) 344-3907 

E-Mail: sacredheartwv@gmail.com  -  Website: www.sacredheartcocathedral.com    

 

MASS SCHEDULE  
 

Saturday 8:15 am, Vigil 5:30 PM  
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 5:00 PM 

Monday & Friday 8:15 AM 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 12:00 PM  

 

Mass from the Basilica is live streamed on our  
Facebook & YouTube page, Sundays at 10:30 AM  

 

Mass from the Diocese is being live-streamed at  
6 p.m. on Saturday, where it remains online.  

The link is  https://dwc.org/home/mass/ 
 

Listen to EWTN on WLUX 1450 AM  
Dunbar|Charleston  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule  
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM or by appointment.  
304-342-8175  

 
           EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  

 

              Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM.    

https://dwc.org/home/mass/
https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule


Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
TELEPHONE  304-342-8175                  

FAX 304-344-3907 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

Bookkeeper: Pam Acevedo                                                    342-8175  
                    email: pacevedo@shccwv.us  
Office Assistant: Angela Hodges                                           342-8175  
                   email: ahodges@shccwv.us 
Property Manager: John Blake                                             342-8175  
                   email: jblake@shccwv.us 
Secretary: Sheila Kerekes                                                      342-8175  
                   email: skerekes@shccwv.us 

 
EDUCATION 

Director of OCIA: Rev. Mr. Michael Kawash                             549-6453 
        Email: mak@ramlaw.com     
Coordinator of Religious Education: Sr. Ida Chikara     1-304-709-0026    
        Email: idachikara@gmail.com 
Sacred Heart Early Learning Center: 6 weeks-2 years  
        Andrea Stover, Director                                                         414-5757 
Sacred Heart Child Development Center: After School Care 
       Grace Holden, Coordinator                                                     344-1125 
Sacred Heart Grade School: K-5/Pre-School (ages 3-4) 
       Niki Kurten, Principal                                                             346-5491 
Charleston Catholic High School: 6-12 
       Colleen M. Hoyer, Principal                                                   342-8415 

 
SACRAMENTS   

Anointing of the Sick,   Confession,   Infant Baptism,   Weddings     
For information/to schedule any of the above 304-342-8175 

 
MUSIC 

Music Director: Rosemary Severn                               rsevern@shccwv.us   
Principal Organist: Gregory Gray                                               380-4786 

 
 

OTHER PARISH GROUPS OR MINISTRIES  
Catholic Charities Office-Family Life Center      380-0162 
 For information on Catholic Charities  
 Contact: Karen or Sam Gross           346-2608  
Knights of Columbus -St. Michael the Archangel #771 
  Dick Fauss, Grand Knight                                                            965-6872 
  Sam Gross-Faithful Navigator-Fr. Boniface Assembly #1188    346-2608 
Ministry to Sick/Elderly 
   Sr. Ida Chikara, SJI                                                           1-304-709-0026    
Mount Olivet Cemetery/Mausoleum                                          342-8175  
   John Blake 
St. John XXIII Pastoral Center                                                  342-0507 
St. Joseph Men’s Group: Mike Tupta                                         541-5177   
          Sean Whelan                                859-457-2861 
SH Christian Service Committee: Ron Rushworth                    382-7768 
SH Finance Council: Cindy McGhee-Chair       342-8175 
SH Gift Shop: Antonetta Stevens 415-8132   or   Kathy Lamb    344-2011 
SH Pastoral Council: Jack Walsh-Chair                     533-2298 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at the Basilica  
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time-January 18, 2026 

   
  5:30 pm + Ron Cretin 
  8:00 am + People of the Parish  
10:30 am + Jesse Downey, Jr.  
  5:00 pm + Mike Galloway 
 
  8:15 am + Fr. Kent Durig  
 
12:00 pm    COMMUNION SERVICE   
     
12:00 pm + Cecilio Delgra  
 
12:00 pm + Ruth, Joe & Jay Mullen   
  
  8:15 am + Rev. Kieran Quinn, O.F.M., Cap.     
12:00 pm + Walter Edwards   
 
  8:15 pm + Msgr. Ed Sadie & Family    
 
  5:30 pm + Maddox Potter-1st Anniversary of Eternal Life 

  8:00 am + Thomas Kerner Jr.  
10:30 am + Jane Kennell   
  5:00 pm + People of the Parish   

01/17 Sat. 
01/18 Sun. 
 

 
 
01/19 Mon. 
 

01/20 Tues. 
 
01/21 Wed. 
 

01/22 Thur. 
 
01/23 Fri. 
 
 

01/24 Sat. 
 
01/24 Sat. 
01/25 Sun. 

 
Ministry Schedule January 24/25, 2026 

 

 

Michael J. Tupta 
Pontifical North American College  

Via del Gianicolo 14 
00165 Rome (RM) 

ITALY  
Birthday: 4/24/1995                     

Our Parish Seminarians 
Addresses 

 

Send them a card of 
encouragement and the 

promise of prayers.  

 

Timothy Kawash 
Pontifical College Josephinum 

7625 N. High Street 
Columbus, OH 43235 
Birthday: 7/22/1999 

 

Michael Aiello 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary 
16300 Old Emmitsburg Rd. 

Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Birthday: 9/16/1990 

Lector Schedule 
  5:30 PM-Linda Higgs 
  8:00 AM-Joel Weese 

10:30 AM-Jason Pizatella 
  5:00 PM-Lara Bissett 

 

Eucharistic Ministers Schedule 
5:30 PM-Sr. Ida Chikara, Linda & Matt Higgs,  4 volunteers     
8:00 AM-Greg Bolles, Joel Weese, Jim Weimer,  3 volunteers   
10:30 AM-Kerri Linton, Antonetta Stevens, Jeannie Tyler,  3 volunteers 

5:00 PM-Debra Basham, Lara Bissett, Agnes Smith,   3 volunteers       

Sharing Our Treasure - 1/11/2026 

 
Regular Collection: $ 14,710        Candles: $ 206 
SMILE (Sisters): $195     Social Concerns: $61 
Partners In Hope: $50         Needy Student: $151 
Christmas: $100 ($32,045)    Initial Offering: $108  
Catholic Charities: $330 ($10,691)  
    

    
Thank you for your faithful generosity.   



A note from the Rector… 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Lord, 
 
Greetings on this Second Sunday in Ordinary Time! 
 
I pray you are finding peace and warmth during these times. 
 
Please remember in your prayers Richard B. Walker who died on December 23, 2025. 
Dick was our Music Director for many years and was very generous to our parish in a number 
of ways, of which he wanted to be anonymous. His Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday. 
Please pray for him and his family. Eternal rest grant to him O’Lord! 
 
I wish to establish an Environment and Arts Ministry for our parish. We are very blessed to have a beautiful 
Basilica with wonderful grounds. This new ministry will be responsible for the design and implementation of 
art and the decorations during the Liturgical Year. This ministry will also include the grounds which include 
our fountain and meditation gardens. If you would like to be part of this ministry and express your creativity or 
would like more information, please contact me by email or my cell phone. If there is interest, I will setup a 
meeting.  
 
May you a blessed week. I remain, 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Don 

The Knights of Columbus #771  
Our Knights of Columbus Fish Fries for Lent will 
start on Friday February 20, 2026 and run through 
March 27, 2026.  The Location is the Sacred Heart 
Grade School Cafeteria.  We will serve from 6:00 
through 7:30 pm.  As anyone who buys groceries 
knows, grocery prices have increased for many items.  We have 
decided to keep the quality the same but are forced to increase the 
price to $15.00 per person. We will have lower prices for younger 
family members, amounts not yet determined.  Tickets on sale at 
the door. The Menu will be Fried or Baked Cod Fish, Hush Puppies, 
Rolls, Baked Potatoes with Sour Cream or Butter, French Fries, 
Cole Slaw, Green Beans, Drink, Desert. 
 
Council 771 is always looking for new members. We Knights believe 
that a strong Knights council helps us have a stronger parish with a 
greater sense of our religious community.  Consider joining the 

Knights of Columbus. To qualify you must be a  male, at 
least 18 years old and a practicing Catholic. Joining 
online is fairly easy.  Search www.kofc.org for more 
information. including sign up instructions. 

 

The 2026 Religious Art Calendar’s have arrived and are available in the Vestibule and Gathering Space at the Church. 
THANK YOU! Wayne Johnson and Barlow-Bonsall for the generous donation of our 2026 calendars.  

FYI - 2025 CONTRIBUTION (TAX) STATEMENTS  
2025 contribution/tax statements are upon request this year. We can send them by mail or electronically.   
To request a Contribution/tax statement email Angela Hodges at ahodges@shccwv.us or call the parish business office 
304-342-8175.  

Thank you for your continued support and generosity to our parish.      

A Prayer  
by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

We thank you for your 
church, founded upon 
your Word, that 
challenges us to do more 
than sing and pray, but go 
out and work as though 
the very answer to our 
prayers depended on us 
and not upon you. Help us 
to realize that humanity 
was created to shine like 
the stars and live on 
through all eternity. Keep us, we pray, in 
perfect peace. Help us to walk together, pray 
together, sing together, and live together 
until that day when all God's children -- Black, 
White, Red, Brown and Yellow -- will rejoice 
in one common band of humanity in the reign 
of our Lord and of our God, we pray. Amen.  



PARENT INFORMATION REGARDING TUITION ASSISTANCE 
PLEASE MAKE THIS INFO AS WIDELY AVAILABLE AS POSSIBLE 

(Parish bulletins, school & parish newsletters, school & parish websites, etc.) 
 

2026-2027 DIOCESAN TUITION ASSISTANCE PROCESS OPENS FEBRUARY 1, 2026. 
For the 35th consecutive year, the Diocesan Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) is striving to keep Catholic school education 
affordable for families who desire it for their children but who may need some financial assistance to make that dream a 
reality. Thanks to the ongoing and genuine commitment of Bishop Mark Brennan to the Catholic schools in our Diocese, 
funds have, once again, been allocated for distribution to families in need of financial assistance. 
 
Applying for TAP through FACTS is easy and affordable.  You are encouraged to apply if your child is already enrolled or has 
been accepted by one of the Catholic schools in the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston for the 2026-2027 school year. 

 
Who is eligible? Any student accepted for the 2026-2027 school year in any Diocesan Catholic school (PK thru 

grade 12) are eligible.  Determinations are based upon a family's degree of need relative to all 
other applicants.  

   Phase I: open to Catholic families ONLY 
 Phase II: open to ALL families 
 Phase III: open to ALL families 
 

   How do I apply?                 Applications are made on-line. Go to https://online.factsmgt.com/aid 
                                     and log in. If you do not have Internet access, contact your school office for assistance 
Cost? The application fee per family is $25. 
 
Grants: Diocesan grants for families who have completed their applications and show financial need 

will receive up to 50% of the child’s tuition. 

 
IMPORTANT-PLEASE READ 

 
Phase I Deadline In order to receive notification in late May, applications (including all required 

 April 30, 2026 documentation and payment) are to be received by FACTS by April 30, 2026. 
Phase I is intended for Catholic families ONLY with children currently enrolled or already 
accepted for the 2026-2027 school year in any Catholic school in the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston. Families must belong to a parish included on the drop-down list as part of the on-
line application. 

 
Phase II Deadline In order to receive notification in August, all applications for 2026-2027 (including 

July 14, 2026 all required documentation and payment) MUST be RECEIVED by FACTS no later 
than July 14, 2026.  Phase II is intended for Catholic and Non-Catholic families. If an 
application was submitted during Phase I, please contact the school. Please do NOT submit a 
second application. 

            
    Phase III Deadline In order to receive notification in September, applications (including all required  
               August 23, 2026         documentation and payment) MUST be RECEIVED by FACTS no later than August 23, 2026.  

Phase III is intended for Catholic and Non-Catholic families. 

 
NOTE 1:  No assistance will be available from the Diocese or from any school unless:  1. an application is completed in 
full (ALL questions answered) and submitted  2. all required documentation is provided, AND  3. the application fee is paid 
by the deadline. 

 
NOTE 2:  ONLY ONE APPLICATION PER FAMILY should be submitted per school year. If you made   an error or had a life 
event change, please do NOT submit a second application. Contact your principal and your application can be updated by 
FACTS. 

https://online.factsmgt.com/aid


SACRED HEART GRADE SCHOOL & CHARLESTON CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL NEWS   
 

Catholic Schools week is January 26-30.   
 

Sacred Heart Grade School will have an open house on Thursday, January 29, 5pm – 7pm.   
Charleston Catholic High School will have an open house on Sunday, February 1 from 2pm – 4pm. 
 

Applications will be accepted beginning January 30, 2026 on the following schedule 
January 30 - Returning student applications will be accepted 
February 6 - Open enrollment for Parishioners 
February 13 – Open enrollment for General public 
 

Sacred Heart Grade School applications for new students can be found on the school website at www.shgs.us.  Select 
the “admissions tab” and then “apply now”.  There is a $25 application fee on the site and you application is not 
complete until fee is paid.  Charleston Catholic new student applications can be completed 
through www.charlestoncatholicwv.org.  Select the “Admission” tab to begin the application process. 
 

Tuition Assistance is available through the Diocesan TAP program as well as the WV Hope Scholarship 
program.  Students are eligible for both programs within the guidelines of each program. 

New Hope Scholarship Applicants: Prepare NOW for the 2026-2027 Academic Year 
 

Students who are newly eligible to apply for the Hope Scholarship in the 2026-2027 school year under the expanded 
eligibility rules are encouraged to act now to request a West Virginia Education Information System (WVEIS) ID number 
from their county board of education, if they don’t already have one. The WVEIS ID# is a required field on the Hope 
Scholarship application. All new applicants (including students entering kindergarten) must have their WVEIS ID# 
from the county board of education before they can successfully complete their Hope Scholarship application in the 
online portal when the 2026-2027 new application window opens on March 2, 2026.  
 

To request your child’s WVEIS ID# from your local county board of education, please complete the new WVEIS ID Request 
Form and submit it by email to the county board of education of your county of residence using the county email address. 
Upon receipt of the form, county board of education will supply the number to you by email. Response time from the county 
board of education will depend on the volume of forms received.  
 

If you already know your child’s WVEIS ID# from their previous participation in public school, you do not need to 
complete the new request form to obtain one.  
 

The Hope Scholarship program expects up to 20,000 new applicants for the upcoming 2026-2027 school year due to the 
expanded eligibility provisions. Families are encouraged to complete the WVEIS ID# request form as soon as possible to 
obtain the number prior to the application window opening in March. The earlier families request their child’s WVEIS 
ID#, the more likely they will have it prior to the 100% funding deadline on June 15, 2026. Waiting until the last minute to 
request a WVEIS ID# may result in your student falling into a lesser funding bracket for the 2026-2027 school year.  
 

Once you receive your student’s WVEIS ID# from the county board of education, please retain it for your records so you are 
prepared to submit your student’s Hope Scholarship application for the 2026-2027 school year when applications open on 
March 2, 2026. Please do not attempt to apply for the Hope Scholarship as a new student in the online portal prior to March 
2, 2026. If you misplace your student’s WVEIS ID#, please reach out to the county board of education for assistance.  
 

Also, please note that submission of this new form to obtain your student’s WVEIS ID# will not replace the requirement to 
submit your student’s Hope Scholarship Notice of Intent (NOI) to the county board education after your student’s Hope 
Scholarship application is found eligible. Please wait until the decision on your student’s Hope Scholarship application next 
spring to submit a NOI to the county board of education for 2026-2027.  
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to the Hope Engagement Center at 681-999-HOPE or 
help@hopescholarshipwv.com.  
 
Please use the email address listed below to email documentation to your local county board of education related to the Hope 
Scholarship Program. Please note in the subject and body of the email that your student is a Hope Scholarship student to make 
it easier for the county board of education to appropriately process your student’s documentation. Fayette – 
schoolchoice.fayette@k12.wv.us  Kanawha - schoolchoice.kanawha@k12.wv.us  Putnam – 
schoolchoice.putnam@k12.wv.us 

http://www.shgs.us/
http://www.charlestoncatholicwv.org/


   

Anthony J. Majestro 
Attorneys At Law 

304-346-2889 

Philip M. Majestro, 
DDS 

Family Dentist 
304-344-4003 

Renal Consultants, PLLC 
 

Julian Espiritu, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.P., FASN 
  Kelly Hughart, C-NP 

 

Board Certified Nephrologists 
 

24 MacCorkle Ave. SW, So. Chas. 
 

Phone: 304-720-5000 

Barlow Bonsall  

Funeral Home 
 

Serving Sacred Heart Parish 
Since 1875 

 

Wayne Johnson, Director 
304-342-8135 

Listen to WV Catholic Radio 
WLUX 1450 AM Dunbar / Charleston 
WNUX 89.7 FM Montgomery / Beckley 
WOUX 105.3 FM St. Mary / Parkersburg 
WSJE 91.3 FM Summersville 
WVUS 1190 AM Grafton/North Central WV 
WLOL 8937 FM Morgantown 
WDWC 9030 FM Wheeling 
Listen to EWTN on WV’s Catholic radio stations.  
St. Paul Radio is entirely donor and listener  
Supported. 

 PO Box 3744 Charleston, W. Va. 25337  

To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, 
please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you 
may confidentially contact 
WV Child Protective 
Services at 800.352.6513. To 
report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston to the Diocese, 
please contact the Diocese at 
888.434.6237 or 
304.233.0880.  

 

Tom’s Plumbing, Inc. 

Mullen 
Plumbing * Heating * Cooling 

Tom Orcutt * Owner 
 

304-744-3221    
Call  304-768-8983 

24 Hours. 

Larry J. Kalaskey III,  
D.D.S., M.S. 

1217 VIRGINIA STREET  E. 
CHARLESTON, WV 25301 

304-345-4960  
 

APERFECTSMILE.COM 
kalaskeyorthodontics@gmail.com 

 

738 Old Airport Rd.  
Chapmanville, WV 25508 

304-855-7092 

 

Sacred Heart Early Learning Center  
Ages 6 Weeks to 2 Years open to children of all faiths, 
located at 204 Leon Sullivan Way.  Hours of operation are 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am to 5:30 pm, year round.  
 At the Early Learning Center, care teachers provide a 
safe, clean, predictable and nurturing environment in 
which children can explore, build relationships and 
develop a positive self concept. If you are interested in our 
program, call Andrea Stover at 414-5757 for an 
appointment, or for information.  

The New Mausoleum at Mount Olivet Cemetery is the only  
Catholic Cemetery in Kanawha County. 

To purchase or learn more about arrangements for above ground entombment or 
inurnment, please contact Tim White at 304-395-4824. Brochures available in the 
gathering space. 

 
“Lord Jesus Christ, by your own three days in the tomb, you hallowed the graves of all who believed in you and so made 
the grave a sign of hope that promises resurrection even as it claims our mortal bodies”   – Rite of Committal 

 

 www.chapmandentistry.com  

 
308 C Street 

So. Charleston, 
WV 25303 

 
304.744.1251 

 

 www.wvsleepsolutions.com 

A LEGACY TO SECURE OUR FUTURE  
Leaving a bequest in your will to the Church or School allows you to leave your legacy to an institution that has meant so much to you.  The West 
Virginia Catholic Foundations  (WVCF) is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charity of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.  Sacred Heart Parish and Grade 
School has partnered with the WVCF to establish endowment funds to provide a perpetual and reliable source of income to support the general 
operations and expansion of the parish and school.   
  

When preparing your Will or planning your Estate, we suggest the following language: 
 

 I give $________ to the Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of  
 Wheeling-Charleston and his successors in office, for the benefit of the General Endowment for:  
    The Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Charleston, West Virginia. 
    Or  Sacred Heart Grade School, Charleston, West Virginia  
    Or  Sacred Heart fund for Catechesis and Evangelization  
 

For more information please contact the parish office, 304-342-8175. 

SACRED HEART 
GRADE SCHOOL 
A National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence 

Applications may be 
downloaded from our 

website www.shgs.us. For 
information, or to schedule a 

tour, call 304-346-5491. 


