
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT   

  “We, at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, are a 
diverse community of the poor, the disadvantaged and hungry, the well-to-do, the youth, elderly, visitors and 
those seeking refuge. 
 As a community of many cultures and races, we stand for unity in our diversity by expressing our love of God 
the Father through prayer and worship, through service to one another, through the ministry of welcoming, 
through evangelization and ecumenism. With the Bishop, we shall pursue this mission faithfully through the 
example of Jesus Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents of our members.” All are welcome 
today, especially visitors, guests and those who might be new to the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  BASILICA OF THE CO-CATHEDRAL  

OF THE SACRED HEART 
 

Pilgrimage Site for: Diocesan Shrine of Santo Niño 

    “Annunciation” and “Tree of Life” Meditation Gardens  

  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  – March 29,  2026  
 

Pastor: Most Rev. Mark E. Brennan  
Bishop of  the Diocese of  Wheeling-Charleston  

 

Rector: Very Rev. Donald X. Higgs, Assoc. V.E., V.F. - dhiggs@dwc.org 
Associate Rector: Rev. Prakash Kerketta - pkerketta@dwc.org 

Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Michael A. Kawash  
 

1114 Virginia Street, East, Charleston, WV 25301,  Telephone: (304) 342-8175/Fax: (304) 344-3907 

E-Mail: sacredheartwv@gmail.com  -  Website: www.sacredheartcocathedral.com    

 

MASS SCHEDULE  
 

Saturday 8:15 am, Vigil 5:30 PM  
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 5:00 PM 

Monday & Friday 8:15 AM 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 12:00 PM  

 

Mass from the Basilica is live streamed on our  
Facebook & YouTube page, Sundays at 10:30 AM  

 

Mass from the Diocese is being live-streamed at  
6 p.m. on Saturday, where it remains online.  

The link is  https://dwc.org/home/mass/ 
 

Listen to EWTN on WLUX 1450 AM  
Dunbar|Charleston  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule  
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM or by appointment.  
304-342-8175  

 
           EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  

 

              Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM.    

https://dwc.org/home/mass/
https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule


Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
TELEPHONE  304-342-8175                  

FAX 304-344-3907 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

Bookkeeper: Pam Acevedo                                                    342-8175  
                    email: pacevedo@shccwv.us  
Office Assistant: Angela Hodges                                           342-8175  
                   email: ahodges@shccwv.us 
Property Manager: John Blake                                             342-8175  
                   email: jblake@shccwv.us 
Secretary: Sheila Kerekes                                                      342-8175  
                   email: skerekes@shccwv.us 

 
EDUCATION 

Director of OCIA: Rev. Mr. Michael Kawash                             549-6453 
        Email: mak@ramlaw.com     
Coordinator of Religious Education: Sr. Ida Chikara     1-304-709-0026    
        Email: idachikara@gmail.com 
Sacred Heart Early Learning Center: 6 weeks-2 years  
        Andrea Stover, Director                                                         414-5757 
Sacred Heart Child Development Center: After School Care 
       Grace Holden, Coordinator                                                     344-1125 
Sacred Heart Grade School: K-5/Pre-School (ages 3-4) 
       Niki Kurten, Principal                                                             346-5491 
Charleston Catholic High School: 6-12 
       Colleen M. Hoyer, Principal                                                   342-8415 

 
SACRAMENTS   

Anointing of the Sick,   Confession,   Infant Baptism,   Weddings     
For information/to schedule any of the above 304-342-8175 

 
MUSIC 

Music Director: Rosemary Severn                               rsevern@shccwv.us   
Principal Organist: Gregory Gray                                               380-4786 

 
 

OTHER PARISH GROUPS OR MINISTRIES  
Catholic Charities Office-Family Life Center      380-0162 
 For information on Catholic Charities  
 Contact: Karen or Sam Gross           346-2608  
Knights of Columbus -St. Michael the Archangel #771 
  Dick Fauss, Grand Knight                                                            965-6872 
  Sam Gross-Faithful Navigator-Fr. Boniface Assembly #1188    346-2608 
Ministry to Sick/Elderly 
   Sr. Ida Chikara, SJI                                                           1-304-709-0026    
Mount Olivet Cemetery/Mausoleum                                          342-8175  
   John Blake 
St. John XXIII Pastoral Center                                                  342-0507 
St. Joseph Men’s Group: Mike Tupta                                         541-5177   
          Sean Whelan                                859-457-2861 
SH Christian Service Committee: Ron Rushworth                    382-7768 
SH Finance Council: Cindy McGhee-Chair       342-8175 
SH Gift Shop: Antonetta Stevens 415-8132   or   Kathy Lamb    344-2011 
SH Pastoral Council: Jack Walsh-Chair                     533-2298 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at the Basilica  
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - March 29, 2026 

   
  5:30 pm + People of the Parish   
  8:00 am + Philip C. Bond   
10:30 am + Teresa D. “Tess” Smith   
  5:00 pm + Bill Mundy  
 
  8:15 am + Fortunata Y. Lim  
  4:00 pm  Chrism Mass (Everyone Welcome)  
 
12:00 pm + Pat Graney, III  
     
12:00 pm + Peter Higgs   

 

 

Holy Week  
 

Holy Thursday     
 7:00 pm  + Deceased Priests of the Diocese  

 

Friday of the Passion of the Lord-Good Friday 
12:00 pm    Stations of the Cross  
  3:00 pm    Celebration of the Lord’s Passion   
  7:00 pm    Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
 

Holy Saturday-Easter Vigil   
  8:00 pm + Msgr. Ed Sadie  

 
 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
  8:00 am + Paul C. Van Buren   
10:30 am + People of the Parish 
  5:00 pm   NO MASS    

03/28 Sat. 
03/29 Sun. 
 

 
 

03/30 Mon. 
 
 

03/31 Tues. 
 
04/01 Wed. 
 
 
 

 
04/02 Thur. 

 
04/03 Fri. 
 
 

 

 
04/04 Sat. 
 
 
 

04/05 Sun. 

 
Ministry Schedule April 11/12, 2026 

 

Michael J. Tupta 
Pontifical North American College  

Via del Gianicolo 14 
00165 Rome (RM) 

ITALY  
Birthday: 4/24/1995                     

Our Parish Seminarians 
Addresses 

Send them a card of 
encouragement and the 

promise of prayers.  

Timothy Kawash 
Pontifical College Josephinum 

7625 N. High Street 
Columbus, OH 43235 
Birthday: 7/22/1999 

Michael Aiello 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary 
16300 Old Emmitsburg Rd. 

Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Birthday: 9/16/1990 

Lector Schedule 
  5:30 PM-Kerri Grant 
  8:00 AM-Ted Walker 
10:30 AM-Perry Ayoob  
  5:00 PM-Danny Linton  

 

Eucharistic Ministers Schedule  
5:30 PM-Sr. Ida Chikara, Patricia Noronha, 4 volunteers     
8:00 AM-Greg Bolles, Rex & Mary Agnes Kern,  3 volunteers   
10:30 AM-Bob Parker, Jack & Annabelle Walsh,  3 volunteers 

5:00 PM-Debra Basham, Dick Fauss, Agnes Smith,  3 volunteers       

Sharing Our Treasure - 3/22/2026 

 
Regular Collection: $10,798   Candles: $119 
SMILE (Sisters): $115     Partners In Hope: $15 
Good Friday: $335        SH Priest: $435   
DWC Priest Ret.: $5819     Easter Flowers: $2562 

   
Thank you for your faithful generosity.   

FYI...The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated 
Saturday, June 6th at the 5:30 pm Mass.  



A note from the Rector… 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Greetings on this Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord! 
  
Today we recall Jesus’ entry into His own city of Jerusalem. As we enter into this Holy Week, I encourage you to gather on each of 
these Holy Days.  This is the most sacred time of our faith journey, celebrating the very foundational truths of our faith. Please make 
this a first priority. 
  
We welcome our Bishop this weekend. Bishop Mark will preside at our 5:30pm Saturday Mass and our 10:30am Sunday Mass. It is 
wonderful to have him with us as we begin this Holy Week. I invite you to join Bishop Mark and the priests of the Diocese for the 
Chrism Mass on Monday at 4:00pm. 
  
Our parish will host a seminarian for the summer. Bishop Mark has assigned Bryan Tedeschi to be with us from June 2nd through 
July 21st. We look forward in welcoming him as he spends some of his summer with us. 
  
Please keep in your prayers all those throughout the world who are preparing to enter the Roman Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil. 
Joining through our parish, our Elect: Breanna Leslie, Clarence Mack Pruitt, Christopher Tucker, and Vivian Valentin. Our 
Candidates: Dani Burgess, Michael Shane Fisher, Travis Hysell, John Leslie, Gregory McVey,  Courtlandt Smith, and Kirstin 
Winfree. 
 
Please make use of the prayer for Holy Week in this bulletin. 
 
Have a Blessed and Holy Week. I remain, 
  
In Christ, 
Fr. Don 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
March 29th   5:30 PM, 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 5:00 PM 
 

Chrism Mass: Monday, March 30th   4:00 PM 
 

Holy Week  
 

Tenebrae-Wednesday April 1st 7:30PM 
 

April 2nd  Holy Thursday 
 7:00 PM      Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper   
 

April 3rd   Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion 
 12:00 PM  Stations of the Cross 
  3:00 PM     Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
  7:00 PM      Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
 

April 4th   Holy Saturday   
  8:00 PM    Easter Vigil Mass   
 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord  
April 5th   8:00 AM, 10:30 AM,  NO 5:00 PM MASS 

 

Volunteers Needed  
We will be decorating our beautiful Church 

for Easter on Saturday, April 4th at 9:00 

am. If you would like to help just show up, 

and we will put you to work.    

Prayer for Holy Week 
 

Heavenly Father, as I enter this sacred week, I ask for 

the grace to walk with Jesus from the joy of the palms 

to the victory of the resurrection. Calm my mind from 

anxiety and guard my heart from fear, filling me with 

your perfect peace.  
 

Lord, strengthen me to live these days according to 

Your will. Help me to lay down my burdens, forgive 

those who have hurt me, and renew my commitment to 

follow You, even when the path is difficult.  
 

As I reflect on the Passion, may I know the depth of 

Your love, and as I celebrate Easter, may I walk in the 

hope of new life. In the name of Jesus Christ, my 

Savior, I pray.  
 

Amen. 



 
Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 

Pilgrimage Site for the Diocesan Shrine of Santo Niño 
1114 Virginia Street East, Charleston, West Virginia 25301 

 
Join us for the Annual Diocesan Shrine Novena of the Santo Niño 

April 11 to April 19, 2026 
Celebrating a Year of Blessing from the Christ Child Jesus 

 
 
DAILY MASS, NOVENA and DEVOTION 
Sat, Apr. 11 - Mass at 5:30pm followed by Novena/Benediction (Fr Prakash Kerketta) 
Sun, Apr. 12 - Mass at 5:00pm followed by Novena/Benediction (Fr Rex Marfil/Fr Luis Mite) 
Mon, Apr. 13 to Fri, Apr. 17 - Mass at 6:00pm followed by Novena/Benediction 
  (M-Fr Rene Gerona/Tu-Fr Roy Kurakula/W-Fr Neil Buchlein/Th-Fr Rey Landichio/F-Fr Philip Szabo ) 
Sat, Apr. 18 - Mass at 5:30pm followed by Novena/Benediction (Fr Binu Emmanuel) 
Sun, Apr. 19 - Mass at 10:30am followed by Novena/Benediction & the procession of the Santo Niño Statue 
  (Main Celebrant–Fr Donald Higgs, concelebrant-Fr Prakash Kerketta) 
 
 

Reception to Follow After Each Day Msgr. P Edward Sadie Gathering Space 
*** ALL ARE WELCOME *** 

 
Contact: Maricel Bernardo cell: (917) 363-0246/email: mzbernardo20@gmail.com 

SHCC RE Schedule Reminder 
 * 4/5/2026: No class (Easter Sunday) 
 * 5/3/2026: Final class for the 2025-2026 
 school year 
Interested in helping with Religious Education at 
Sacred Heart? We are in need of volunteers for 2026-
2027 to teach, substitute teach, monitor the door, and 
pick up donuts! Contact Sr. Ida for more information. Classes meet 
Sundays, 9:15am-10:15am from mid-September to early May. 

40 Cans for Lent continues through Easter. Please remember Father 
Dominic and his volunteers for the good work they do to help the food 
insecure in Clay County.  As in previous years, you may bring either non
-perishable food items or give a monetary donation.  The most requested 

items are  1. Peanut Butter, 2. Canned Tuna Fish, 3. Canned Soup, 4. Any Canned Vegetable, 5. Canned 
Fruit. Crackers would also be appreciated.  We are again suggesting a donation in the form of a check placed 
in the collection basket made out to K of C for $20 for a Ham or Turkey or $35.00 to cover a basic meal.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us as we view the video “The Three Temptations”  
By Dr. Brant Pitre 

 

Palm Sunday Evening – March 29, 2026 
In the Gathering Space – 6:30 PM 

 

Dr. Pitre connects the temptations of Adam and Eve with those of Christ, and 
shares the tools we can use to combat those same temptations 

 

Everyone is Welcome! 

 

Gabriel Project of Charleston 
Helping Struggling Families with essential baby 

items Children two years of age or younger 
 
Diapers, Baby Wipes, Formula, Clothing, Pack’n 
Plays, car seats, & more.   
 
Open Mondays and Thursdays (except Holidays) 
11:00 am-2:00 PM 
 
900 Washington Street East, Charleston, WV 
25301 By appointment call 304-414-4666 
 
Baby Item donations accepted during the above 
times. Note: We cannot accept used cribs, used car 
seats or used breast pumps. 
 
For more information, call 304-205-5865, email 
info@gabrielwv.org or visit gabrielwv.org   



 

  

JUNE 12, 2026  
FEAST OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS  

HOLY MASS PARISH DINNER  
 

JUNE 13, 2026  
SACRED HEART PARISH FESTIVAL  

 

  CELEBRATING 160 YEARS OF  
SACRED HEART PARISH AND SCHOOLS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“O, Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,  
Font of Every Blessing” 

 

The West Virginia Institute for 
Spirituality is an ecumenical center for 
prayer and spiritual growth, located in the 
heart of the city of Charleston, West 
Virginia. Presently, our calendar reflects 
the following: 
 

Praying with the Four Teresas: In-
person Retreat 
This in-person retreat has been moved to 
Saturday, April 25, 2026 (9:30 – 3:30) – 
Sr. Cheryl Clemons, OSU, Ph.D., 
Executive Director of WVIS, will offer a 
Day of Prayer and Reflection entitled 
“Deepening Our Prayer Life: Advice from 
the Four St. Teresas.” For more 
information, visit our website at 
www.wvis.org/programs or email Sr. 
Cheryl at exec.director@wvis.org. 
 

Ignatian Silent-Directed Retreats 
If you’ve ever wondered what it would be 
like to take a little “vacation with God,” 
we invite you to come to the WVIS 
retreat house for a 1-, 3-, or 5-day retreat 
experience. The retreat house is open and 
available to retreatants on March 19-28 
and April 19-29 (there are more dates can 
be found on our website www.wvis.org/
ignatian-silent-directed-retreat). 
Questions, email Sally at 
sally.orcutt@wvis.org. 
 

Sister Mary Irene Sorber, SCC, 1601 
Virginia St. East, Charleston, WV 25311 
wvismaryirene@aol.com,  (201) 230-2362 

The Chrism Mass 
 

The Chrism Mass comes once a year to your cathedral.  If you’ve never celebrated it, you’re 
missing one of the most  solemn and significant liturgies of our Church. During the Mass, 
your bishop will bless the Oil of Catechumens, the Oil of the Sick, and the Sacred Chrism. 
We use the first for adult catechumens and infants, the second for anointing the sick, and the 
Sacred Chrism for Baptism, Confirmation, the ordination of priests and bishops, and the 
consecration of altars. All three are basically an olive oil; Chrism spices the air with the scent 
of a perfume, traditionally balsam.  For pastoral reasons, another vegetable oil and perfume 
may be used.  
 

Bishops have blessed oil ever since the early Church. They baptized catechumens at the 
Easter Vigil and prepared Chrism fresh for the occasion. While they were consecrating 
Chrism, they blessed the other oils as well. Rather than overburdening the Vigil with this 
ritual, bishops blessed these oils at the previous celebration of the Eucharist,  Holy Thursday. This also allowed 
time to transport vessels of oil from the cathedral to all the churches  in the diocese. For more than one thousand 
years, bishops blessed the oils at the cathedral Holy Thursday liturgy, but in 1955, we added a separate Mass 
earlier in the day at the cathedral for that purpose, the Chrism Mass. Today it may be celebrated on a different day 
shortly before Holy Thursday to  give the celebration independence and so that more people like you may attend. 
 

Because the bishop is the only minister in the diocese who may consecrate Chrism, this Mass highlights his 
ministry and our union with him. He will not baptize and confirm everyone in the parishes of the diocese, but he will 
be symbolically present in the Chrism  that the priests and deacons will use. In recent years, this Mass has also 
acknowledged the ministry of priests. It invites them to renew their commitment of service and to receive the 
prayers and  support of the people. The Chrism Mass gathers the faithful of the diocese at their mother church with 
their shepherd to prepare for celebrations of Christ in all our churches throughout the year. 
 
Bulletin Inserts for the Liturgical Life of the Parish: The Liturgical Year © 2020 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. Written 
by Paul Turner. 



   

Anthony J. Majestro 
Attorneys At Law 

304-346-2889 

Philip M. Majestro, 
DDS 

Family Dentist 
304-344-4003 

Renal Consultants, PLLC 
 

Julian Espiritu, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.P., FASN 
  Kelly Hughart, C-NP 

 

Board Certified Nephrologists 
 

24 MacCorkle Ave. SW, So. Chas. 
 

Phone: 304-720-5000 

Barlow Bonsall  

Funeral Home 
 

Serving Sacred Heart Parish 
Since 1875 

 

Wayne Johnson, Director 
304-342-8135 

Listen to WV Catholic Radio 
WLUX 1450 AM Dunbar / Charleston 
WNUX 89.7 FM Montgomery / Beckley 
WOUX 105.3 FM St. Mary / Parkersburg 
WSJE 91.3 FM Summersville 
WVUS 1190 AM Grafton/North Central WV 
WLOL 8937 FM Morgantown 
WDWC 9030 FM Wheeling 
Listen to EWTN on WV’s Catholic radio stations.  
St. Paul Radio is entirely donor and listener  
Supported. 

 PO Box 3744 Charleston, W. Va. 25337  

To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, 
please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you 
may confidentially contact 
WV Child Protective 
Services at 800.352.6513. To 
report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston to the Diocese, 
please contact the Diocese at 
888.434.6237 or 
304.233.0880.  

 

Tom’s Plumbing, Inc. 

Mullen 
Plumbing * Heating * Cooling 

Tom Orcutt * Owner 
 

304-744-3221    
Call  304-768-8983 

24 Hours. 

Larry J. Kalaskey III,  
D.D.S., M.S. 

1217 VIRGINIA STREET  E. 
CHARLESTON, WV 25301 

304-345-4960  
 

APERFECTSMILE.COM 
kalaskeyorthodontics@gmail.com 

 

738 Old Airport Rd.  
Chapmanville, WV 25508 

304-855-7092 

 

Sacred Heart Early Learning Center  
Ages 6 Weeks to 2 Years open to children of all faiths, 
located at 204 Leon Sullivan Way.  Hours of operation are 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am to 5:30 pm, year round.  
 At the Early Learning Center, care teachers provide a 
safe, clean, predictable and nurturing environment in 
which children can explore, build relationships and 
develop a positive self concept. If you are interested in our 
program, call Andrea Stover at 414-5757 for an 
appointment, or for information.  

The New Mausoleum at Mount Olivet Cemetery is the only  
Catholic Cemetery in Kanawha County. 

To purchase or learn more about arrangements for above ground entombment or 
inurnment, please contact Tim White at 304-395-4824. Brochures available in the 
gathering space. 

 
“Lord Jesus Christ, by your own three days in the tomb, you hallowed the graves of all who believed in you and so made 
the grave a sign of hope that promises resurrection even as it claims our mortal bodies”   – Rite of Committal 

 

 www.chapmandentistry.com  

 
308 C Street 

So. Charleston, 
WV 25303 

 
304.744.1251 

 

 www.wvsleepsolutions.com 

A LEGACY TO SECURE OUR FUTURE  
Leaving a bequest in your will to the Church or School allows you to leave your legacy to an institution that has meant so much to you.  The West 
Virginia Catholic Foundations  (WVCF) is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charity of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.  Sacred Heart Parish and Grade 
School has partnered with the WVCF to establish endowment funds to provide a perpetual and reliable source of income to support the general 
operations and expansion of the parish and school.   
  

When preparing your Will or planning your Estate, we suggest the following language: 
 

 I give $________ to the Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of  
 Wheeling-Charleston and his successors in office, for the benefit of the General Endowment for:  
    The Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Charleston, West Virginia. 
    Or  Sacred Heart Grade School, Charleston, West Virginia  
    Or  Sacred Heart fund for Catechesis and Evangelization  
 

For more information please contact the parish office, 304-342-8175. 

SACRED HEART 
GRADE SCHOOL 
A National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence 

Applications may be 
downloaded from our 

website www.shgs.us. For 
information, or to schedule a 

tour, call 304-346-5491. 


