
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT   

  “We, at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, are a 
diverse community of the poor, the disadvantaged and hungry, the well-to-do, the youth, elderly, visitors and 
those seeking refuge. 
 As a community of many cultures and races, we stand for unity in our diversity by expressing our love of God 
the Father through prayer and worship, through service to one another, through the ministry of welcoming, 
through evangelization and ecumenism. With the Bishop, we shall pursue this mission faithfully through the 
example of Jesus Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents of our members.” All are welcome 
today, especially visitors, guests and those who might be new to the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  BASILICA OF THE CO-CATHEDRAL  

OF THE SACRED HEART 
 

Pilgrimage Site for: Diocesan Shrine of Santo Niño 

    “Annunciation” and “Tree of Life” Meditation Gardens  

  1 1 t h  S u n d a y  i n  O r d i n a r y  T i m e – J u n e  1 4 ,   2 0 2 6   
 

Most Rev. Mark E. Brennan  
Apostolic Administrator of  the Diocese of  Wheeling-Charleston  

 

Rector: Rev. Donald X. Higgs - dhiggs@dwc.org 
Associate Rector: Rev. Prakash Kerketta - pkerketta@dwc.org 

Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Michael A. Kawash  
 

1114 Virginia Street, East, Charleston, WV 25301,  Telephone: (304) 342-8175/Fax: (304) 344-3907 

E-Mail: sacredheartwv@gmail.com  -  Website: www.sacredheartcocathedral.com    

 

MASS SCHEDULE  
 

Saturday 8:15 am, Vigil 5:30 PM  
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 5:00 PM 

Monday 8:15 AM 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 12:00 PM  

 

Mass from the Basilica is live streamed on our  
Facebook & YouTube page, Sundays at 10:30 AM  

 

Mass from the Diocese is being live-streamed at  
6 p.m. on Saturday, where it remains online.  

The link is  https://dwc.org/home/mass/ 
 

Listen to EWTN on WLUX 1450 AM  
Dunbar|Charleston  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule  
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM or by appointment.  
304-342-8175  

 
           EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  

 

              Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM.    

https://dwc.org/home/mass/
https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule


Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
TELEPHONE  304-342-8175                  

FAX 304-344-3907 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

Bookkeeper: Pam Acevedo                                                    342-8175  
                    email: pacevedo@shccwv.us  
Office Assistant: Angela Hodges                                           342-8175  
                   email: ahodges@shccwv.us 
Property Manager: John Blake                                             342-8175  
                   email: jblake@shccwv.us 
Secretary: Sheila Kerekes                                                      342-8175  
                   email: skerekes@shccwv.us 

 
EDUCATION 

Director of OCIA: Rev. Mr. Michael Kawash                             549-6453 
        Email: mak@ramlaw.com     
Coordinator of Religious Education: Sr. Ida Chikara     1-304-709-0026    
        Email: idachikara@gmail.com 
Sacred Heart Early Learning Center: 6 weeks-2 years  
        Andrea Stover, Director                                                         414-5757 
Sacred Heart Child Development Center: After School Care 
       Grace Holden, Coordinator                                                     344-1125 
Sacred Heart Grade School: K-5/Pre-School (ages 3-4) 
       Niki Kurten, Principal                                                             346-5491 
Charleston Catholic High School: 6-12 
       Colleen M. Hoyer, Principal                                                   342-8415 

 
SACRAMENTS   

Anointing of the Sick,   Confession,   Infant Baptism,   Weddings     
For information/to schedule any of the above 304-342-8175 

 
MUSIC 

Music Director: Rosemary Severn                               rsevern@shccwv.us   
Principal Organist: Gregory Gray                                               380-4786 

 
 

OTHER PARISH GROUPS OR MINISTRIES  
Catholic Charities Office-Family Life Center      380-0162 
 For information on Catholic Charities  
 Contact: Karen or Sam Gross           346-2608  
Knights of Columbus -St. Michael the Archangel #771 
  Dick Fauss, Grand Knight                                                            965-6872 
  Sam Gross-Faithful Navigator-Fr. Boniface Assembly #1188    346-2608 
Ministry to Sick/Elderly 
   Sr. Ida Chikara, SJI                                                           1-304-709-0026    
Mount Olivet Cemetery/Mausoleum                                          342-8175  
   John Blake 
St. John XXIII Pastoral Center                                                  342-0507 
St. Joseph Men’s Group: Mike Tupta                                         541-5177   
          Sean Whelan                                859-457-2861 
SH Christian Service Committee: Ron Rushworth                    382-7768 
SH Finance Council: Cindy McGhee-Chair       342-8175 
SH Gift Shop: Antonetta Stevens 415-8132   or   Kathy Lamb    344-2011 
SH Pastoral Council: Jack Walsh-Chair                     533-2298 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at the Basilica  
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time - June 14, 2026 

   
  5:30 pm + Donald C. Supcoe, III  
  8:00 am + People of the Parish 
10:30 am + Maria Corazon Sablot   
  5:00 pm + Quentin Eva  
 
  8:15 am + Adele Bobinger 
   
12:00 pm + Lou Aiello 
    
12:00 pm + Rebecca Wolfe Dorecskey  

 
12:00 pm + Denis Kerner  

 
12:00 pm + Pete Brooke  
     
  8:15 am + David S. Sadd  

 
  5:30 pm + Patrick Graney, III   
  8:00 am + Msgr. Ed Sadie & Family   
10:30 am + Teresa “Tess” Smith       
  5:00 pm + People of the Parish  

06/13 Sat. 
06/14 Sun. 
 
 
 
06/15 Mon. 
 
06/16 Tues. 
 
06/17 Wed. 
 
06/18 Thur. 
 
06/19 Fri. 
 
06/20 Sat. 
 
06/20 Sat. 
06/21 Sun. 

 

Sacred Heart Gift Shop is open after each Mass and is 
generally opened prior to the10:30 Mass. We have gifts for 
every occasion. In addition, we keep in stock a variety of 
rosaries, medals, automobile visor medals as well as bike 
medals and holy cards, children's books, and coloring books  
If you can't find what you are looking for, we can order it for 
you.  

Ministry Schedule June 20/21, 2026 

Lector Schedule 
  5:30 PM-Mary Linda Higgs  

  8:00 AM-Joel Weese 
10:30 AM-Mary Rose Nair  

  5:00 PM-Lara Bissett  
 

Eucharistic Ministers Schedule  
5:30 PM-Kerri Grant, John Willson,  3 volunteers     
8:00 AM-Ann Knebel. Theresa Miller, Janice Prince,  3 volunteers   
10:30 AM-Perry Ayoob, Leighann Hamrick, Bob Tyler, 3 volunteers 

5:00 PM-Jason Pizatella, Agnes Smith,  4 volunteers       

Sharing Our Treasure - 6/7/2026 

 
Regular Collection: $14,136  Candles: $104 
SMILE (Sisters): $755    Needy Student: $55 
Social Concerns: $270    Partners-In-Hope: $130 
Catholic Relief: $1,528 

 
  Thank you for your faithful generosity.   

The Pope’s Monthly Intention 
June-For the values of sports 

Let us pray that sports be an instrument of peace, 
encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations,  

and that they promote values such as respect,  
solidarity, and personal growth.  



 
 
 

Blessings and 
Congratulations to  

Olivia Capri Shindle,  
child of  

Joshua and Sherry 
Shindle  

Baptized on Saturday, 
June 6th, 2026  

A note from the Rector… 
 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Lord, 
 
Greetings on this Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time! 
 
After serving as our parish secretary for thirteen years, Sheila Kerekes will be retiring on August 1st.  
Our parish is very grateful for her faithful and dedicated service to our parish and school. We will have much 
more to say about Sheila and her time with us in the weeks ahead. I will be forming a search committee to find 
a successor.   
 
Please pray for Fr. Prakash as he joins other priests of our Diocese for a retreat this week. May their retreat be 
a great time of prayer, rest, and renewal. 
 
I want to thank all those who helped with our Novena and Sacred Heart Feast Day Celebrations. Special 
thanks to Rosemary in producing the recordings of our daily novena devotions. 
 
May our parish and families receive the many graces provided by our devotion to the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. I remain, 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Don 

DON’T FORGET 
OUR 

ALTAR SERVER 
FAMILY PIZZA 
PARTY IS THIS 

WEEKEND 
 

All altar servers and 
their families are invited to a Pizza Party 
on Sunday, June 14, 2026, from 1:00–4:00 
p.m. at Southridge Golf Range & Pizza 
(formerly Larobi's). Pizza, drinks, and 
dessert will be provided. Join us for an 
afternoon of food, fun, and fellowship as 
we celebrate and thank our altar servers 
for their service to our parish. 
 
Please RSVP to Kathy Rushworth 
(kathy.darr.rushworth@gmail.com or 
text:304‐539‐7539) with the number 
attending so we can plan accordingly. 

Hello Everyone! I’m Bryan Tedeschi your 
summer Seminarian. It’ll be a good summer 
as I learn and grow here in Charleston. I’ve 
certainly been around here dozens of times, 
but now I’ll be able to deepen that as I get to 
know all of you and the surrounding Kanawha 
Valley. My Parish is St. James the Greater in 
the other Charles Town with Fr. Grassi. Then 
for College I graduated from Waynesburg 
University with a BA in Business 
Administration in 2021 and entered Seminary 
the following fall. I’ve been at Mount St. 
Mary’s Seminary ever since; and many of 

those years were with the newly ordained Deacon Michael, he is a 
very good friend of mine. Then currently I am in my 5th year of 
Seminary formation, so I will be entering 3rd Theology in the fall 
which would be my 6th year. That means I am in Timothy’s class so 
God-willingly we will be Ordained together. But otherwise, I love to 
cook especially with cast iron, I love the outdoors, and luckily for Fr. 
Don I also love all things Italian. So I'm happy to be here and I'm 
looking forward to meet you all this summer!  

With gratitude, we celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of Father Don’s appointment as 

Rector of the Basilica on June 15th.  Thank you, 
Father Don, for faithfully serving our parish for 

the past 10 years!  Let us continue to pray for 
him as he serves God and his people!  



 

A special reproduction of a painting will be on 
display in our church provided by the Knights of 
Columbus.  The painting of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus used by the Knights of Columbus is a 
famous 1767 portrait by Italian artist Pompeo 
Batoni. The original oil painting resides in the 
Church of the Gesù in Rome.  

  
The Knights will use the reproduction of this masterpiece as part 
of their global Pilgrim Icon Program, which started in 
1979.  Since that year, various historic artistic masterpieces have 
been featured.  The Sacred Heart of Jesus painting is recognizable 
by its depiction of Jesus Christ gesturing to His glowing heart, 
which is encircled by a crown of thorns and topped with a flame 
and a small cross. 
 
If you like the kind of projects the Knights work toward, Council 
771 is always looking for new members. We Knights believe that 
a strong Knights council helps us have a stronger parish with a 
greater sense of our religious community.  Consider joining the 
Knights of Columbus. To qualify you must be a  male, at least 18 
years old and a practicing Catholic. Joining online is fairly easy. 
Search www.kofc.org for more information. including sign up 
instructions. 

A Pilgrimage to Catholic Italy with Fr. Donald X. Higgs 
 

Fr. Higgs invites you to join him on a spiritually enriching 
12-Day pilgrimage to Catholic Italy October 11-22, 2026. 
Highlights include: Florence, La Verna, Assisi, Orvieto, 
Naples, Isle of Ischia, Sorrento, Rome, and The Vatican with 
an audience with Pope Leo XIV. 
 
The cost of $6,499 includes flights to and from Charleston 
WV, breakfasts and dinners, tours, hotels, motor coach, a 
farewell dinner at a local restaurant in Rome and memories 
to cherish forever. Early bird discount for those who register 
before May 13th. 
 
For the itinerary, more details and the option to register 
online, go to: https://bit.ly/HiggsItaly or call Fr. Higgs at 304
-685-2367.   

This week on Formed 
 

 

Jesus Thirsts: The Miracle of the 
Eucharist  
This visually stunning film takes 
viewers on a global journey to 
uncover the transformative power of 
the Eucharist. Engaging in profound 
dialogue with prominent Catholic 
leaders, the film explores the biblical 

origins of the Eucharist and shares powerful personal stories of lives 
transformed by the Blessed Sacrament. To watch the video go to https://
app.formed.org/app/videos/3984978/  
 

 
How to Grow in Eucharistic 
Devotion (Even When You’re 
Busy)  
The Eucharist is the source and 
summit of the Christian life—but how 
do we actually grow in devotion to it 
in the middle of everyday life? In this 
episode of Practicing Catholic, Taylor 

Kemp and Scott Hefelfinger explore the beauty of the Eucharist and 
simple, practical ways to deepen your relationship with Christ. To watch 
video go to https://app.formed.org/app/videos/3988247/  
 

 
St. Dominic Savio 
In this episode, Brother Francis tells 
the story of St. Dominic Savio, a 
brave young man who gave his life to 
God. In a world full of difficulties, his 
joyful faith and courage shone like a 
light—proving that even the youngest 
hearts can achieve greatness. To 

watch the video go to https://app.formed.org/app/videos/4004889/  

RE NEWS-Religious Education Registration forms for the 
2026-27 school year are available in the vestibule of the 
Church and on our website: sacredheartcocathedral.com. Get 
yours filled out early and email it to Sr. Ida Chikara: 
idachikara@gmail.com 
 

We are asking for volunteers who can teach kindergarten and 
first grade beginning in September with the new school year 
and someone that can pick up donuts every Sunday for our RE 
class.  If you are interested in helping with RE in the fall email 
Sr. Ida Chikara: idachikara@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Please pick up your copy of  the 
Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the 
Sacred Heart book in the Gift Shop 
If you cannot find a copy with your 
name please call the parish office 
304-342-8175.   

 Ba si l i ca  of the Co -Ca thedra l   
of the Sa cred Hear t  

Charleston, West Virginia  

 

 History & Guide  



Family Life Food Pantry—June Update  
 
Your generosity made all the difference to the 77 clients and 187 individuals that our Family Life Food Pantry served for 
the month of May! 
 

On behalf of all our volunteers our heartfelt and sincere Thank You! Your prayers, monetary or non-perishable items 
made all the difference. 
 

For the month of June, we are requesting the following canned goods: TUNA, CHICKEN, FRUIT, VIENNA 
SAUSAGES, AND SPAGHETTI-O’S  
 

Please place your donations in the BLUE container at the Virginia Street entrance. 
 

Together, we CAN make a difference! Again, thank you!  
 

Your parish volunteers, Karen Gross 304.546.0598 and Leighann Hamrick 

 

Blessings and congratulations to those 
who received the Sacrament of  

Confirmation on Saturday, June 6th.  
 

Elle Blankenship, Mark Blankenship,  
Miles Bown, Kate Burdette, John Burke,  

Lauren Chapman, Haley Knapp,  
Danny Linton, Abby Messer,  

Harry Salutillo, Jack Sizemore,  
Clay Smarr, Owen Stapleton,  
Alexis Staun, Derek Wiley,  

McKell Winter & Sara Zachwieja,  
Immaculate Conception, Montgomery- 

Bridget McCracken  
St. Agnes, Charleston-Chris Thompson & 

Antonio Romeo 
 

 
Thank you to our Confirmation team Linda Bobinger, Sr. Ida, Father Prakash,  Dawn Hernandez,  

Mark Sadd, Mely Lim, Mary Collins and our Musicians, Cantate Domino youth choir,  
Rosemary Severn, Director of Music, Greg Gray, Principal Organist  

“If you can’t feed a hundred people, feed 
just one.”     -Mother Teresa 



P ray e r  d u r i n g  Tra n s i t i o n  
 

O God most high 
We praise you and thank you for sending us Your only Son, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
Through Him You have established Your Church, scattered throughout the world, yet one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic. 
 
In Your mercy, You have blessed this Diocese of Wheeling
-Charleston with good shepherds throughout its history. 
You chose Mark E. Brennan as our Bishop, to lead us with 
kindness, humility, and pastoral care, to teach us 
stewardship and a spirit of discernment, and to call us to 
Christ’s abiding presence in the Eucharist. His ministry 
among us has been a sign of Your favor. Pour out Your 
abundant blessings on him as he continues his ministry as 
our Bishop Emeritus. 
 
You have chosen Evelio Menjivar-Ayala to be the tenth 
shepherd of Your faithful people in Wheeling-Charleston. 
May he be a true shepherd of Your holy flock, a high priest blameless in Your sight, and a 
faithful preacher of Your Kingdom. Grant him a spirit of courage, right judgment, knowledge, 
and love. May he be pleasing to You by his gentleness and purity of heart. 
 
Through the Spirit Who gives the grace of 
high priesthood, may he become ever more 
conformed to Christ, seeking always to 
guide, to teach and to bless, so that Your 
Church in Wheeling-Charleston may be a 
light of salvation to those in darkness. 
 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, One God, forever and ever, Amen. 



A Picture Worth More  than 1 ,000 Words  
A deeper  s tory  of  fa i th ,  mentorship ,  and aposto l ic  miss ion  

Article from Faith in West Virginia  
 
Deacon Michael Kawash brought to our attention a grace filled moment from February 21, 2023. Captured in 
this screenshot, is what only God knew would be a tremendous blessing for the Catholic Church and the 
people of West Virginia.  
 
This is the moment when Bishop Mark Brennan joined other bishops and archbishops, at the Cathedral of St. 
Matthew the Apostle in Washington, D.C., to prayerfully place hands on the head of newly installed auxiliary 
bishop for the Archdiocese of Washington, Evelio Menjivar-Ayala. This is “perhaps the most recognizable 
and significant moment of a Bishop’s ordination and the passing on of Apostolic Authority from one to 
another… even more momentous since it is from predecessor to successor in our diocese,” Dcn. Michael 
Kawash noted. 
 
The significance of the moment runs deeper, beginning nearly two decades before. 
Bishop Brennan was the vocations director who encouraged and shepherded Bishop Menjivar’s discernment 
and early priesthood. 
 
A bishop placing his hands on the head 
of a newly installed auxiliary bishop is 
not a mere ceremonial gesture, it is the 
visible sign when the Church’s apostolic 
order prays that the Holy Spirit grant the 
ordinand the graces needed for the 
ministry of Holy Orders.  
 
The apostolic order and apostolic 
succession (bishops who hand on the 
apostolic ministry) is a way the Church 
continues the mission of the Apostles 
through ordered hierarchy and 
communion in truth and grace. 
 
Just as the Church teaches, the Spirit 
works through us. This photo captures a 
concrete sign of the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit and God’s providential path to 
ministry.  
 
Bishop-designate Menjivar will succeed 
our apostolic administrator Bishop 
Brennan, on July 2nd after the 2:00 P.M. 
Mass of Installation at the Cathedral of 
St. Joseph in Wheeling. 
 
Upon the appointment of Bishop 
Menjivar to the WV diocese, Bishop 
Brennan said, “Many faithful across the 
diocese and I have prayed to God for a 
true shepherd of the people to lead our 
diocese into the future. I truly believe 
God has answered our prayers with the 
appointment of Bishop Evelio 
Menjivar.”  



   

Anthony J. Majestro 
Attorneys At Law 

304-346-2889 

Philip M. Majestro, 
DDS 

Family Dentist 
304-344-4003 

Renal Consultants, PLLC 
 

Julian Espiritu, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.P., FASN 
  Kelly Hughart, C-NP 

 

Board Certified Nephrologists 
 

24 MacCorkle Ave. SW, So. Chas. 
 

Phone: 304-720-5000 

Barlow Bonsall  

Funeral Home 
 

Serving Sacred Heart Parish 
Since 1875 

 

Wayne Johnson, Director 
304-342-8135 

Listen to WV Catholic Radio 
WLUX 1450 AM Dunbar / Charleston 
WNUX 89.7 FM Montgomery / Beckley 
WOUX 105.3 FM St. Mary / Parkersburg 
WSJE 91.3 FM Summersville 
WVUS 1190 AM Grafton/North Central WV 
WLOL 8937 FM Morgantown 
WDWC 9030 FM Wheeling 
Listen to EWTN on WV’s Catholic radio stations.  
St. Paul Radio is entirely donor and listener  
Supported. 

 PO Box 3744 Charleston, W. Va. 25337  

To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, 
please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you 
may confidentially contact 
WV Child Protective 
Services at 800.352.6513. To 
report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston to the Diocese, 
please contact the Diocese at 
888.434.6237 or 
304.233.0880.  

 

Tom’s Plumbing, Inc. 

Mullen 
Plumbing * Heating * Cooling 

Tom Orcutt * Owner 
 

304-744-3221    
Call  304-768-8983 

24 Hours. 

Larry J. Kalaskey III,  
D.D.S., M.S. 

1217 VIRGINIA STREET  E. 
CHARLESTON, WV 25301 

304-345-4960  
 

APERFECTSMILE.COM 
kalaskeyorthodontics@gmail.com 

 

738 Old Airport Rd.  
Chapmanville, WV 25508 

304-855-7092 

 

Sacred Heart Early Learning Center  
Ages 6 Weeks to 2 Years open to children of all faiths, 
located at 204 Leon Sullivan Way.  Hours of operation are 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am to 5:30 pm, year round.  
 At the Early Learning Center, care teachers provide a 
safe, clean, predictable and nurturing environment in 
which children can explore, build relationships and 
develop a positive self concept. If you are interested in our 
program, call Andrea Stover at 414-5757 for an 
appointment, or for information.  

The New Mausoleum at Mount Olivet Cemetery is the only  
Catholic Cemetery in Kanawha County. 

To purchase or learn more about arrangements for above ground entombment or 
inurnment, please contact Tim White at 304-395-4824. Brochures available in the 
gathering space. 

 
“Lord Jesus Christ, by your own three days in the tomb, you hallowed the graves of all who believed in you and so made 
the grave a sign of hope that promises resurrection even as it claims our mortal bodies”   – Rite of Committal 

 

 www.chapmandentistry.com  

 
308 C Street 

So. Charleston, 
WV 25303 

 
304.744.1251 

 

 www.wvsleepsolutions.com 

A LEGACY TO SECURE OUR FUTURE  
Leaving a bequest in your will to the Church or School allows you to leave your legacy to an institution that has meant so much to you.  The West 
Virginia Catholic Foundations  (WVCF) is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charity of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.  Sacred Heart Parish and Grade 
School has partnered with the WVCF to establish endowment funds to provide a perpetual and reliable source of income to support the general 
operations and expansion of the parish and school.   
  

When preparing your Will or planning your Estate, we suggest the following language: 
 

 I give $________ to the Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of  
 Wheeling-Charleston and his successors in office, for the benefit of the General Endowment for:  
    The Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Charleston, West Virginia. 
    Or  Sacred Heart Grade School, Charleston, West Virginia  
    Or  Sacred Heart fund for Catechesis and Evangelization  
 

For more information please contact the parish office, 304-342-8175. 

SACRED HEART 
GRADE SCHOOL 
A National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence 

Applications may be 
downloaded from our 

website www.shgs.us. For 
information, or to schedule a 

tour, call 304-346-5491. 


