
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT   

  “We, at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, are a 
diverse community of the poor, the disadvantaged and hungry, the well-to-do, the youth, elderly, visitors and 
those seeking refuge. 
 As a community of many cultures and races, we stand for unity in our diversity by expressing our love of God 
the Father through prayer and worship, through service to one another, through the ministry of welcoming, 
through evangelization and ecumenism. With the Bishop, we shall pursue this mission faithfully through the 
example of Jesus Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents of our members.” All are welcome 
today, especially visitors, guests and those who might be new to the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  BASILICA OF THE CO-CATHEDRAL  

OF THE SACRED HEART 
 

Pilgrimage Site for: Diocesan Shrine of Santo Niño 

    “Annunciation” and “Tree of Life” Meditation Gardens  

  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time–August 3, 2025 
 

Pastor: Most Rev. Mark E. Brennan  
Bishop of  the Diocese of  Wheeling-Charleston  

 

Rector: Very Rev. Donald X. Higgs, Assoc. V.E., V.F. - dhiggs@dwc.org 
Associate Rector: Rev. Prakash Kerketta - pkerketta@dwc.org 

Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Michael A. Kawash  
 

1114 Virginia St., East, Charleston, WV 25301,  Telephone: (304) 342-8175/Fax: (304) 344-3907 

E-Mail: sacredheartwv@gmail.com  -  Website: www.sacredheartcocathedral.com    

 

MASS SCHEDULE  
 

Saturday 8:15 am, Vigil 5:30 PM  
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 5:00 PM 

Monday & Friday 8:15 AM 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 12:00 PM  

 

Mass from the Basilica is live streamed on our  
Facebook & YouTube page, Sundays at 10:30 AM  

 

Mass from the Diocese is being live-streamed at  
6 p.m. on Saturday, where it remains online.  

The link is  https://dwc.org/home/mass/ 
 

Listen to EWTN on WLUX 1450 AM  
Dunbar|Charleston  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule  
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM or by appointment.  
304-342-8175  

 
           EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  

 

              Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM.    

https://dwc.org/home/mass/
https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule


Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
TELEPHONE  304-342-8175                  

FAX 304-344-3907 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

Bookkeeper: Pam Acevedo                                                    342-8175  
                    email: pacevedo@shccwv.us  
Office Assistant: Angela Hodges                                           342-8175  
                   email: ahodges@shccwv.us 
Property Manager: John Blake                                             342-8175  
                   email: jblake@shccwv.us 
Secretary: Sheila Kerekes                                                      342-8175  
                   email: skerekes@shccwv.us 

 
EDUCATION 

Director of OCIA: Rev. Mr. Michael Kawash                             549-6453 
        Email: mak@ramlaw.com     
Coordinator of Religious Education: Sr. Ida Chikara     1-304-709-0026    
        Email: idachikara@gmail.com 
Sacred Heart Early Learning Center: 6 weeks-2 years  
        Andrea Stover, Director                                                        414-5757 
Sacred Heart Child Development Center: After School Care 
       Crystal Ashcraft, Coordinator                                                344-1125 
Sacred Heart Grade School: K-5/Pre-School (ages 3-4) 
       Niki Kurten, Principal                                                             346-5491 
Charleston Catholic High School: 6-12 
       Colleen M. Hoyer, Principal                                                   342-8415 

 
SACRAMENTS   

Anointing of the Sick,   Confession,   Infant Baptism,   Weddings     
For information/to schedule any of the above 304-342-8175 

 
MUSIC 

Music Director: Rosemary Severn                               rsevern@shccwv.us   
Principal Organist: Gregory Gray                                               380-4786 

 
 

OTHER PARISH GROUPS OR MINISTRIES  
Boy Scouts: Sam Wilkes    546-0614  
Catholic Charities Office-Family Life Center      380-0162 
 For information on Catholic Charities  
 Contact: Karen or Sam Gross           346-2608  
Cub Scouts: Adam Rohrig              276-274-8110 
Girl Scouts: Deborah Harless                                                 304-553-7021  
Knights of Columbus -St. Michael the Archangel #771 
  Dick Fauss, Grand Knight                                                            965-6872 
  Sam Gross-Faithful Navigator-Fr. Boniface Assembly #1188    346-2608 
Ministry to Sick/Elderly 
   Sr. Ida Chikara, SJI                                                           1-304-709-0026    
Mount Olivet Cemetery/Mausoleum                                          342-8135  
   Wayne Johnson or Sacred Heart Parish 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Wanda Dettinger                                   550-2411 
St. John XXIII Pastoral Center                                                  342-0507 
St. Joseph Men’s Group: Mike Tupta                                         541-5177   
          Sean Whelan                                859-457-2861 
SH Christian Service Committee: Ron Rushworth                    382-7768 
SH Finance Council: Cindy McGhee-Chair       342-8175 
SH Gift Shop: Antonetta Stevens 415-8132   or   Kathy Lamb    344-2011 
SH Pastoral Council: Jack Walsh-Chair                     533-2298 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at the Basilica  
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time-August 3, 2025 

 
  5:30 pm + People of the Parish 
  8:00 am    For the Intention of Jack & Kathy Burke   
10:30 am + Dr. Lionel Nair 
  5:00 pm + Pete Brooke  

         
  8:15 am + Keith Smith & Carmelo Nocida 
     
12:00 pm + Maria Giordano Kovac 
          
12:00 pm + John Lochtefeld 
   
12:00 pm + Ruth, Joe & Jay Mullen  
   
  8:15 am + Souls in Purgatory 
12:00 pm + Tim Godby 
     
  8:15 am + Rev. Richard W. Shoda, J.C.L. 
   
  5:30 pm + Msgr. Ed Sadie & Family 
  8:00 am + Thomas Rushworth    
10:30 am + Dorothy C. Tupta 
  5:00 pm + People of the Parish 

08/02 Sat. 
08/03 Sun. 
 
 
 
08/04 Mon. 
 
08/05 Tues. 
 
08/06 Wed. 
 

08/07 Thur. 

 
08/08 Fri. 
 
 
08/09 Sat. 
  
08/09 Sat. 
08/10 Sun. 

 

The Pope’s Monthly Intention 
August-For Mutual Coexistence 

Let us pray that societies where coexistence seems more 
difficult might not succumb to the temptation of confrontation 

for ethnic, political, religious, or ideological reasons.  

Sacred Heart Gift Shop is open after each Mass 

and is generally opened prior to the10:30 Mass. We 
have gifts for every occasion. In addition to gifts, we 
keep in stock a variety of rosaries, medals, automobile 
visor medals as well as bike medals and holy cards. 
Children's books and coloring books are also 
available. If you can't find what you are looking for, we 
can order it for you.    

Ministry Schedule Week of August 9/10 

Lector Schedule 
  5:30 PM-1 O’Donoghue 

  8:00 AM-Jim Olson 
10:30 AM-Yvonne Ballantyne 

  5:00 PM-Lisa Wood 
 

Eucharistic Ministers Schedule 
5:30 PM-Kerri Grant,  5 volunteers    
8:00 AM-Theresa Miller, Janice Prince, Sarah Stricker,  3 volunteers   
10:30 AM-Perry Ayoob, Kerri Linton, Steve Naylor,   3 volunteers 
5:00 PM-Debra Basham, Dick Fauss, Agnes Smith,  3 volunteers   

Sharing Our Treasure - 7/27/2025 

 
Regular Collection: $8,912   Candles: $156  
Smile: $75        Partners in Hope: $50  
Needy Student: $5     Seminary: $200     
Assumption of Mary: $100  
Cath Campaign-Human Dev.: $85 ($963)  
 
   Thank you for your faithful generosity.   



 
 
 
 

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND 
August 31st - 11:00 am,  

at  
Coonskin Park Columbia Shelter  

 

Please join us for Mass, fellowship and fun.  

SHCC Religious Education Registration 
 

Planning is underway for the 2025-2026 
SHCC Religious Education program 
(Kindergarten through 8th Grade). 
Registration forms are available in the 
vestibule of the Church or on our website: 
sacredheartcocathedral.com under the 
Sacrament & Faith Formation tab.  

 

Classes begin September 14, 2025 and are held each Sunday 
in Seton Hall from 9:15am to 10:15am.  
 

Are you able to help with this important ministry? We are in 
need of primary and substitute teachers - no experience 
necessary, however VIRTUS training and a background check 
are required.  For questions or to volunteer as a teacher contact 
Sr. Ida at: idachikara@gmail.com 

A LEGACY TO SECURE OUR FUTURE  
 

Leaving a bequest in your will to the Church or School allows you to leave your legacy to an institution that 
has meant so much to you.  The West Virginia Catholic Foundations  (WVCF) is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charity of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.  Sacred Heart Parish and Grade School has partnered with the WVCF to 
establish  
endowment funds to provide a perpetual and reliable source of income to support the general operations and 
expansion of the parish and school.   
  

When preparing your Will or planning your Estate, we suggest the following language: 
 
 I give $________ to the Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan, Bishop of the Roman Catholic  Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston and his successors in office, for the benefit of the General  Endowment for  
   

  The Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Charleston, West Virginia. 
    Or  
  Sacred Heart Grade School, Charleston, West Virginia 
 

For more information please contact the parish office, 304-342-8175. 

A note from the Rector... 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Lord, 
 
Greetings on this Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time! 
 
I pray this note finds you enjoying the hot days of summer. Our Catholic schools will begin a new school year on August 
20th; may everyone enjoy the last weeks of summer vacation. 
 
This past week, Bishop Mark has written a second pastoral letter concerning the issue of immigration called “Pastoral 
Letter on the Current Immigration Crisis” . I greatly encourage you to read and prayerfully reflect on his bold and 
thoughtful reflections. Our Bishop’s first pastoral letter on this issue was written in December of 2023 titled, “Pastoral 
Letter on Migration”,  a copy can be found on our Diocesan website, dwc.org. Bishop Mark’s current pastoral letter is in 
this bulletin. We cannot be indifferent or silent to this issue when it comes to the just care and protection of others. 
Quoting Bishop Mark from his letter, “We Catholics must welcome the stranger and feed and clothe him. For whatever 
you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40). Let us pray for the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit to move us with compassion and merciful actions. I remain, 
 
In Christ, 
Fr. Don 

DON’T FORGET OUR! 



New Mausoleum under construction near the current mausoleum  
at Mount Olivet Cemetery 

The only Catholic Cemetery in Kanawha County. 
 

To purchase or learn more about arrangements for above ground entombment or 
inurnment, please contact Tim White at 304-395-4824. 
 

Preconstruction pricing and affordable monthly payment plans are available. 
 

Brochures available in the gathering space. 

 
 
 “Lord Jesus Christ, by your own three days in the 
tomb, you hallowed the graves of all who believed in you 
and so made the grave a sign of hope that promises 
resurrection even as it claims our mortal bodies”   
         – Rite of Committal 

The Knights of Columbus #771  
 

Knights of Columbus Council 771 has been awarded the Star Council Award for the 2024-25 Fraternal 
Year. This is considered an honor for a council to achieve this award. The support of our parishioners for our 
activities has made this honor possible for our council and we would like to express our appreciation for your 
support.  Special thanks are due to our Knights of Columbus Insurance agent, Jack Walsh. 

 
We would like to thank our parishioners who attended our first Hot Dog and Ice Cream Social on Sunday July 
27, 2025.  We will host a second Hot Dog and Ice Cream Social on August 17, 2025  following the 10:30 
Mass - Starting about 11:30.  All are welcome to attend no matter what Mass you normally attend.  
 
If you want to see a stronger parish with a greater sense of community please consider joining the Knights of 
Columbus. To qualify you must be a  male, at least 18 years old and a practicing Catholic. 
Search www.kofc.org for more information.  

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
1311 Byron Street 

Post Office Box 230 
Wheeling, West Virginia 26003 

 
7/31/2025 

Statement on the Current Immigration Crisis 
We are a nation built on the backs of men and women who came from other countries, whether freely or in chains. Now we see 
our government adopting harsh measures to deport as many immigrants as possible, often without distinguishing between true 
criminals and law-abiding persons. A government that says it wants to help families is willing to separate immigrant parents from 
their children. A government that oversees the economy wants to expel millions of workers upon whom the economy depends. 
 

Some of you have told me that you were happy to support a presidential candidate who would install order at the southern border 
and keep out drug traffickers, terrorists and violent criminals, but that you didn’t expect this wholesale assault on the majority of 
immigrants, who work hard, are raising their families and live peacefully in our communities. You expected a laser beam 
approach, not a floodlight. 
 

Our Catholic faith sheds light on this situation. Mary and Joseph had to flee their homeland because a jealous king wanted to kill 
their son. That son would later say: I was a stranger and you welcomed me. Our Church looks at the person, not his or her legal 
status, and, following Christ’s teaching and example, reaches out to help the immigrant. A person is more important than legal 
status. Even prisoners in jail are fed, clothed and have their health problems addressed, at least in well-run prisons. This Catholic 
Diocese will continue to advocate for and assist our immigrant brothers and sisters in our parishes and through Catholic Charities. 
 

Keep in mind that entering the United States without official government permission is a misdemeanor – a crime but a lesser one, 
on the level with loitering, public intoxication and shoplifting; it only becomes a felony, a more serious crime, if a person is 
deported and then enters again without our government’s permission. Consider, too, that immigrants tend to be younger, marry 
sooner and have more children than the average American-born couple. In a nation whose fertility rate is now only at 1.6% when 
2.1% is needed just to maintain the current population level – and especially in West Virginia, which has been losing population 
for many years – we should welcome immigrants because we need them and the vitality they bring. 



The main problem is that our immigration laws discourage legal immigration. Unless you are a celebrity or a person with a special 
skill that our government wants, it can take years to work your way through the complicated and expensive immigration process. 
Then there are quotas, favoring some nations and disfavoring others. In this scenario it should be obvious why some people simply 
cannot wait for the legal immigration process to slowly and painfully unfold. They could be killed for their religion or political 
views or see their children starve to death before they are granted a visa to come here legally; so, they come anyway because they 
are desperate. 
 
Both political parties have avoided dealing seriously with immigration reform. They have benefited by keeping immigration a live 
issue in their campaigns. Republican President George W. Bush presented an acceptable if imperfect plan to reform immigration 
laws, but his own party shot it down. Democratic President Barack Obama said he would act on immigration reform but, with 
Democrats in control of Congress his first two years, he did not do so. Our politicians have failed us. 
 
Why should this matter to us? “Am I my brother’s keeper,” Cain asked God after he killed his brother, Abel. God makes clear His 
answer by expressing His outrage at what Cain had done. We can hurt people not only by hostile actions but by our indifference. 
We are our brother’s and sister’s keepers. On our journey to eternity, the Lord expects us to help one another. Why else would He 
command us: Love your neighbor as yourself and Do unto others as you would have them do unto you? We may not have the 
large number of immigrants in West Virginia that we see in other parts of our country, but some are here, and they are our 
neighbors, coworkers, fellow students and, in many cases, our fellow Catholics. They deserve our support in the current climate of 
fear and intimidation. 
 
In the light of these Christian principles, we the people must act. How? As people of faith, we should pray intensely for God to 
touch the minds and hearts of our political leaders and move them to be more reasonable and humane in their policies; and for 
those who implement those policies to do so with respect for their fellow human beings. I pray alone and have prayed with others 
for immigrants who are threatened by the government’s policies and actions and for a change of heart on the part of the officials 
ordering those actions. Could you not do the same? 
 
We the people can also act to befriend immigrants. We can encourage those we know to avoid gathering in large groups and 
remind them of their rights, including the right to remain silent and the right to see a properly executed warrant from a judge. We 
can welcome immigrant friends into our homes. We can speak up when we hear grossly inaccurate talk about undocumented 
immigrants being uniformly criminal, when only a few commit violent crimes. (A police chief where I used to serve said publicly 
that the immigrants in that city were more law-abiding than the native-born citizens.) We can also let our public officials know 
that we want immigration enforcement to be less cruel and more focused on violent criminals. 
 
We the people should also remember our history. The Fugitive Slave Act, passed by Congress as part of the Compromise of 1850 
– an attempt to calm the tensions between slave states and free states – required not only local police but ordinary citizens to assist 
federal marshals in returning escaped slaves to their Southern masters or face heavy fines and jail time. Many Northern citizens 
refused to cooperate with a law they saw as manifestly unjust. It is Catholic teaching that an unjust law does not bind in 
conscience. But one must be willing to accept the consequences of civil disobedience. Martin Luther King, Jr., was willing to go to 
jail rather than acquiesce in unjust laws, a willingness shared by prolife activists and people protesting nuclear arms. As the 
English statesman, Edmund Burke, is reported to have said, “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to 
do nothing.” We must pray for the courage to do the right thing. 
 
I encourage even those whose official duty is to enforce the current Administration’s immigration policies to consider whether a 
specific action is morally justified. I recognize that they have sworn to uphold the law. Yet the manner in which a law is enforced 
matters. Those acting on the government’s behalf cannot escape personal responsibility for an unjust action with the excuse that it 
was ordered by their superiors. That defense was not allowed during the Nuremberg trials of Nazi war criminals at the end of 
World War II. The judges held that a soldier, guard or official, who authorized or engaged in gross violations of human rights, was 
personally responsible for his acts. 
 

What has been reported about excesses in immigration enforcement does not approach the horror of Nazi treatment of prisoners 
but the principle of personal responsibility for one’s actions remains the same. Challenging a superior’s unjust or cruel order risks 
retaliation, so the degree of injustice a government agent perceives in such an order must be weighed against the potential for 
severe repercussions against the agent. Still, we should all keep in mind that the final judge of our actions is God. Our Church 
would have no martyrs if the highest good was to preserve one’s life. Some things are worth taking a principled stand for. How 
would God judge actions that pull a man away from his wife and children in order to deport him? How would He judge arresting a 
person just because “he looks like an immigrant?” How does He look at a large, rich nation that turns away the world’s poor and 
suffering? 
 

I urge you to affirm the humanity of all immigrants, regardless of legal status. Our government’s own inaction is the main reason 
why many oppressed and struggling people feel obliged to enter our country without legal documents. Now our government is 
overreacting by trying to force them out. We Catholics must welcome the stranger and feed and clothe him. For whatever you did 
for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me [Matthew 25:40]. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
+Mark E. Brennan 
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston 



   

Have you considered advertising with 
us?  It benefits you and helps needy 

students in our schools. 
 

Call 304-342-81475  

 

Anthony J. Majestro 
 

Attorneys At Law 

 

304-346-2889 

Philip M. Majestro, 
DDS 

Family Dentist 
304-344-4003 

Renal Consultants, PLLC 
 

Julian Espiritu, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.P., FASN 
  Kelly Hughart, C-NP 

 

Board Certified Nephrologists 
 

24 MacCorkle Ave. SW, So. Chas. 

 
Phone: 304-720-5000 

Barlow Bonsall  

Funeral Home 
 

Serving Sacred Heart Parish 
Since 1875 

 

Wayne Johnson, Director 
304-342-8135 

Listen to WV Catholic Radio 
WLUX 1450 AM Dunbar / Charleston 
WNUX 89.7 FM Montgomery / Beckley 
WOUX 105.3 FM St. Mary / Parkersburg 
WSJE 91.3 FM Summersville 
WVUS 1190 AM Grafton/North Central WV 
WLOL 8937 FM Morgantown 
WDWC 9030 FM Wheeling 
Listen to EWTN on WV’s Catholic radio 
stations.  
St Paul Radio is entirely donor and listener 
supported  

P. O. Box 3744 Charleston, W. Va. 
25337  

 

Picture Your  

Ad Here 

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual 
abuse, please contact your local law enforcement 
agency, or you may confidentially contact WV 
Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. To 
report suspected cases of sexual abuse by 
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880.  

 

Tom’s Plumbing, Inc. 

Mullen 
Plumbing * Heating * Cooling 

Tom Orcutt * Owner 
 

304-744-3221   Call  304-768-8983 

24 Hours. 

 1507 Washington Street, East 
 

Leonoro’s  
Spaghetti       

House 
Since 1915 

Have you considered advertising  
with us?   

 
It benefits you  and helps needy  

students in our schools. 
  

Call 304-342-8175 for information. 

Larry J. Kalaskey III,  
D.D.S., M.S. 

1217 VIRGINIA STREET  E. 
CHARLESTON, WV 25301 

304-345-4960  
 

APERFECTSMILE.COM 
kalaskeyorthodontics@gmail.com 

 

738 Old Airport Rd.  
Chapmanville, WV 25508 

304-855-7092 

 

SACRED HEART GRADE SCHOOL 
A National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 

Applications may be downloaded from our website 
www.shgs.us. For information, or to schedule a tour, call 

304-346-5491. 
 

* Tiny Hearts-2 Year Old-Half or Full Day Program    
* ECE-3 Year Old-Full Day Program    
* PRE-K-4 Year Old-Full Day Program    
* Kindergarten through Fifth Grade   
* After School Care   
Integrated Technology, Library, Music, Physical 
Education, Art & French, Emphasis on Academics, 
Spirituality, Personal Development and Community 
Service.  All faiths welcome! 

CHARLESTON CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
Educating The Hearts And Minds Of West 

Virginia’s Youth For Over 90 Years 
Applications may be downloaded from our website 

www.charlestoncatholic-crw.org. 
For more information, or to schedule a tour, call 342-
8415 or email admissions@charlestoncatholic-crw.org  

 

 www.chapmandentistry.com 

 
308 C Street 

South Charleston, 
WV 25303 

 
304.744.1251 

 www.wvsleepsolutions.com 

Literacy Volunteers of 
Kanawha County teaches 
reading and writing as well 
as English as a Second 
Language (ESL) to 
ADULTS for FREE. 
Tutoring is one-on-one with 
flexible hours. To Register 
304-989-9481 or 
brperrone@aol.com 

 
 

PICTURE  
YOUR  

AD  
HERE 
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