
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT   

  “We, at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, are a 
diverse community of the poor, the disadvantaged and hungry, the well-to-do, the youth, elderly, visitors and 
those seeking refuge. 
 As a community of many cultures and races, we stand for unity in our diversity by expressing our love of God 
the Father through prayer and worship, through service to one another, through the ministry of welcoming, 
through evangelization and ecumenism. With the Bishop, we shall pursue this mission faithfully through the 
example of Jesus Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents of our members.” All are welcome 
today, especially visitors, guests and those who might be new to the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  BASILICA OF THE CO-CATHEDRAL  

OF THE SACRED HEART 
 

Pilgrimage Site for: Diocesan Shrine of Santo Niño 

    “Annunciation” and “Tree of Life” Meditation Gardens  

  25th Sunday in Ordinary Time–September 21, 2025 
 

Pastor: Most Rev. Mark E. Brennan  
Bishop of  the Diocese of  Wheeling-Charleston  

 

Rector: Very Rev. Donald X. Higgs, Assoc. V.E., V.F. - dhiggs@dwc.org 
Associate Rector: Rev. Prakash Kerketta - pkerketta@dwc.org 

Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Michael A. Kawash  
 

1114 Virginia St., East, Charleston, WV 25301,  Telephone: (304) 342-8175/Fax: (304) 344-3907 

E-Mail: sacredheartwv@gmail.com  -  Website: www.sacredheartcocathedral.com    

 

MASS SCHEDULE  
 

Saturday 8:15 am, Vigil 5:30 PM  
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 5:00 PM 

Monday & Friday 8:15 AM 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 12:00 PM  

 

Mass from the Basilica is live streamed on our  
Facebook & YouTube page, Sundays at 10:30 AM  

 

Mass from the Diocese is being live-streamed at  
6 p.m. on Saturday, where it remains online.  

The link is  https://dwc.org/home/mass/ 
 

Listen to EWTN on WLUX 1450 AM  
Dunbar|Charleston  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule  
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM or by appointment.  
304-342-8175  

 
           EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  

 

              Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM.    
Loyola Press. 

https://dwc.org/home/mass/
https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule


Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
TELEPHONE  304-342-8175                  

FAX 304-344-3907 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

Bookkeeper: Pam Acevedo                                                    342-8175  
                    email: pacevedo@shccwv.us  
Office Assistant: Angela Hodges                                           342-8175  
                   email: ahodges@shccwv.us 
Property Manager: John Blake                                             342-8175  
                   email: jblake@shccwv.us 
Secretary: Sheila Kerekes                                                      342-8175  
                   email: skerekes@shccwv.us 

 
EDUCATION 

Director of OCIA: Rev. Mr. Michael Kawash                             549-6453 
        Email: mak@ramlaw.com     
Coordinator of Religious Education: Sr. Ida Chikara     1-304-709-0026    
        Email: idachikara@gmail.com 
Sacred Heart Early Learning Center: 6 weeks-2 years  
        Andrea Stover, Director                                                         414-5757 
Sacred Heart Child Development Center: After School Care 
       Grace Holden, Coordinator                                                     344-1125 
Sacred Heart Grade School: K-5/Pre-School (ages 3-4) 
       Niki Kurten, Principal                                                             346-5491 
Charleston Catholic High School: 6-12 
       Colleen M. Hoyer, Principal                                                   342-8415 

 
SACRAMENTS   

Anointing of the Sick,   Confession,   Infant Baptism,   Weddings     
For information/to schedule any of the above 304-342-8175 

 
MUSIC 

Music Director: Rosemary Severn                               rsevern@shccwv.us   
Principal Organist: Gregory Gray                                               380-4786 

 
 
 

OTHER PARISH GROUPS OR MINISTRIES  
Catholic Charities Office-Family Life Center      380-0162 
 For information on Catholic Charities  
 Contact: Karen or Sam Gross           346-2608  
Knights of Columbus -St. Michael the Archangel #771 
  Dick Fauss, Grand Knight                                                            965-6872 
  Sam Gross-Faithful Navigator-Fr. Boniface Assembly #1188    346-2608 
Ministry to Sick/Elderly 
   Sr. Ida Chikara, SJI                                                           1-304-709-0026    
Mount Olivet Cemetery/Mausoleum                                          342-8135  
   Wayne Johnson or Sacred Heart Parish 
St. John XXIII Pastoral Center                                                  342-0507 
St. Joseph Men’s Group: Mike Tupta                                         541-5177   
          Sean Whelan                                859-457-2861 
SH Christian Service Committee: Ron Rushworth                    382-7768 
SH Finance Council: Cindy McGhee-Chair       342-8175 
SH Gift Shop: Antonetta Stevens 415-8132   or   Kathy Lamb    344-2011 
SH Pastoral Council: Jack Walsh-Chair                     533-2298 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at the Basilica  
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time-September, 21 2025 

 
  5:30 pm + Bobby Wesley    
  8:00 am + Edythe & Bill Williams    
10:30 am + People of the Parish  
  5:00 pm + Kathy Gibbons     

         
  8:15 am + Msgr. Ed Sadie 
     
12:00 pm  For the Intention of Bethany Hively  
          
12:00 pm + Keith Smith    
   
12:00 pm + Randy Michael        
 
  8:15 am + Andrew Paterno    
12:00 pm + Fr. Raymond D. Jablinski    
       
  8:15 am + Fr. Cephas Manyanye       
   
  5:30 pm + People of the Parish     
  8:00 am + Phyllis Sadd     
10:30 am + John Ruddick  
  5:00 pm + Gene & Sara Edwards      

09/20 Sat. 
09/21 Sun. 
 
 
 

09/22 Mon. 
 
09/23 Tues. 
 
09/24 Wed. 
 
09/25 Thur. 

 
09/26 Fri. 
 
 

09/27 Sat. 
  
09/27 Sat. 
09/28 Sun. 

 Ministry Schedule Week of September 27/28 

Lector Schedule 
  5:30 PM-Patricia Noronha 
  8:00 AM-Steve McElroy 

10:30 AM-Yvonne Ballantyne 
  5:00 PM-Lara Bissett 

 

Eucharistic Ministers Schedule 
5:30 PM-Sr. Ida Chikara, Linda Higgs,  4 volunteers    
8:00 AM-Blair Johe, Sarah Stricker, Theresa Miller,   3 volunteers   
10:30 AM-Kerri Linton, Antonetta Stevens, Bob & Jeannie Tyler,   
       2 volunteers 
5:00 PM-Debra Basham, Lara Bissett, Agnes Smith,  3 volunteers       

Sharing Our Treasure - 8/14/2025 

 
Regular Collection: $8,992   Candles: $128 
Smile: $185       Partners in Hope: $90  
Needy Student: $30     Social Concerns: $20 
Gaza Relief: $1,124 ($9,123)  
 
 

   Thank you for your faithful generosity.   

 

 

Michael J. Tupta 
Pontifical North American College  

Via del Gianicolo 14 
00165 Rome (RM) 

ITALY  
Birthday: 4/24/1995                     

Our Parish Seminarians 
Addresses 

 

Send them a card of 
encouragement and the 

promise of prayers.  

 

Timothy Kawash 
Pontifical College Josephinum 

7625 N. High Street 
Columbus, OH 43235 
Birthday: 7/22/1999 

 

Michael Aiello 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary 
16300 Old Emmitsburg Rd. 

Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Birthday: 9/16/1990 



A note from the Rector... 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

Greetings on this Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time! 
 

As we celebrate our Diocesan 175th Anniversary Year,  Bishop Mark is gathering each of our six vicariates together for 
a special Anniversary Mass.  Our Charleston Vicariate will gather this Tuesday, September 23rd at Ascension Parish in 
Hurricane for Mass at 6pm followed by a reception. I would encourage you to attend as we give praise and thanksgiving 
to our God for the wonderful gift of our Diocese and the abiding presence of the Lord in the Mountain State of West 
Virginia. 
 

Bishop Mark visited our grade school on the 12th of this month he celebrated Mass and visited every classroom. The 
Bishop spent time answering the children's questions and joined them for lunch. Throughout the next several months, 
our bishop will be visiting our 25 Catholic schools. May the Lord bless him! Check out the photos in this bulletin. 
 

Next weekend, we will have our annual Mission Appeal Sunday with a second collection. Fr. Baiju Kidaagen VC, from 
the Vincentian Congregation serving in the North Indian Province will be with us. Fr. Kidaagen will be asking for your 
prayers and financial support for the North Indian Missions. Information about the important work of his congregation is 
in this bulletin. 
 

May you have a blessed week. I remain, 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Don 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you know someone who wants to become 
Catholic?  
 

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA, 
formerly known as RCIA) is the process established 
by the Catholic Church for individuals to become 
Catholic and receive the sacraments of initiation — 
Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist. This 
initiation process also involves a parish community 
experiencing a renewal in faith as it prepares and 
welcomes new members into the Church. The OCIA is 
a spiritual journey centered on fostering a deep 
relationship with Jesus and the Church He founded.  
This journey takes place through distinct stages over a 
period of time suitable to bring about a thorough 
catechesis, significant experience of the parish 
community, and commitment to the liturgical and 
moral life of the Catholic faithful. The OCIA process 
is a restoration of the ancient catechumenate, arising 
within the first three centuries following the era of the 
apostles.  It was the early Church’s way of 
Christianizing the pagan Roman Empire. The Second 
Vatican Council called for the restoration and use of 
this venerable and powerful method of initiation for 
the worldwide Church.  
 

Are you or do you know someone who would like to 
take this journey?  If so, please contact Father Don 
(dhiggs@dwc.org) or OCIA Director, Deacon Michael 
Kawash (mak@ramlaw.com or 304-549-6453).   

Missionary Appeal-September 27/28 
YOUR SUPPORT CAN MAKE A  

SIGNIFICANT IMPACT! 
Together, we have the opportunity to bring the uplifting 
message of Jesus to those in need in India. The Vincentian 
priests serving in the North Indian Missions rely on your 
generosity to continue their vital work. Your prayers and 
financial contributions play a crucial role in spreading the 
Gospel and providing assistance to the poor and needy. This 
upcoming weekend, September 27/28, we are honored to 
welcome Fr. Baiju Kidaagen VC, a dedicated missionary 
from the North Indian Province - St. Thomas Province of the 
Vincentian Congregation. He will be sharing more about the 
important work being done in North Indian Missions and 
seeking your support for the Missions. We humbly ask for 
your kind and generous donations to support this noble 
cause. Your contributions will directly impact the lives of 
those in need and help spread hope and love to communities 
in North India. Thank you for considering how you can help 
make a difference through your prayers and support. 

Employment Opportunity Available 
 

Sacred Heart is in need of a full-time housekeeper, 35 to 
40 hours a week with medical, dental, and vision benefits 
available. 
 

Duties include cleaning (sweeping, moping, dusting, 
vacuuming, laundry, etc..), the Sacred Heart Cordis 
Center, Sacred Heart Basilica, and other areas as needed.  
Must have reliable transportation and good time 
management skills.  If interested call 304-342-8175. 



The New Mausoleum at Mount Olivet Cemetery is near Completion. 
The only Catholic Cemetery in Kanawha County. 

 

To purchase or learn more about arrangements for above ground entombment or inurnment, 
please contact Tim White at 304-395-4824. 
 

Preconstruction pricing and affordable monthly payment plans are available. 
 

Brochures available in the gathering space. 

 
 “Lord Jesus Christ, by your own three days in the tomb, you hallowed the 
graves of all who believed in you and so made the grave a sign of hope that 
promises resurrection even as it claims our mortal bodies”   
         – Rite of Committal 

The Knights of Columbus #771  
 

Council 771 is always looking for new members. We Knights believe that a strong Knights council helps us 
have a stronger parish with a greater sense of our religious community.  Consider joining the Knights of 
Columbus. To qualify you must be a  male, at least 18 years old and a practicing Catholic. Joining online is  

easy, search www.kofc.org for more information, including sign up instructions. 
 

Knights Council 771 looks forward to the rest of the year leading into Christmas. We are planning our usual fall projects,  
Coats for Kids, and for Catholic Charities, Boxes of Joy destined for children in Latin American Countries, and of course 
the Thanksgiving and Christmas food drives for the Risen Lord Food Pantry in Clay County. We will be working to 
bring back our Veterans Day Mass on November 11.  We hope to do the lighting for Christmas and we plan to continue 
Fish Fries during lent. 

First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion  
Sacred Heart Grade School and the Religious Education (RE) program prepare students for First 
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. Candidates should attend Mass weekly with family and 
should have participated in 1st grade Religious Education at a Catholic school or via the RE 
program.   
 
SHCC Religious Education has already started but it’s not to late to register!  
For Kindergarten through 8th Grade - Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the Church or 
on our website: sacredheartcocathedral.com under the Sacrament & Faith Formation tab.  

Mark Your Calendars for  
Fall Faith Formation 

 

Sessions have already started but it’s not to 
late to join! We will meet every week 
through Wednesday October 29. We will 
study Edward Sri’s video series “Mary – A 
Biblical Walk with the Blessed Mother” 
 

Each week, we will have 3 sessions – 
Sundays at noon in the Gathering Space, Wednesdays at 
10:00 AM in the Cordis Center, and Wednesdays at 6:30 
PM in the Gathering Space. 
 

This study will use scripture and Catholic Tradition to 
study Mary’s life and Catholic Marian beliefs.  Make 
plans now to join us! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Parents of 9th through 12th grade students, 
Confirmation class will begin soon. Registration 
forms are available on the parish website 
sacredheartcocathedral.com, under the Sacrament 
& Faith Formation tab click Confirmation. You can 
email completed forms to the parish office at 
ahodges@shccwv.us. Watch the bulletin for more 
information, including the date and time for the 
parent meeting and the first class.    

Habitat for Humanity of Kanawha & Putnam Fundraising Dinner Founded in 1988, Habitat for Humanity of Kanawha & 
Putnam works to eliminate substandard housing in the greater Charleston area. Habitat's annual fundraising dinner, "A Taste 
of ..." will feature Chef Chase Collier of Ristorante Abruzzi on Tuesday, October 14, 2025, 6:30 - 9:30 pm. Tickets and 
information on how to become an event sponsor are available at: https://hfhkp.org/news-events/atasteof.html 



September is National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month   
An annual national health campaign organized by major childhood cancer organizations to increase awareness of pediatric 

cancer and to raise funds for research into its cause, prevention, diagnosis, treatment and cure. 
 

 KNOW THE FACTS ABOUT CHILDHOOD CANCER 
Only six drugs have been approved in the first instance for use in children.  

This is compared with hundreds of drugs that have been developed and approved for adults. 
 

Source: Coalition Against Childhood Cancer (CAC2) 

Bishop Brennan Visits 
Sacred Heart Grade School 

 

We were blessed with a wonderful visit from our 
Bishop and the Superintendent of Schools this past 
Friday. After a beautiful Mass, Bishop Brenan and 
Superintendent Jenn Hornyak, along with Fr. Don, 
visited classrooms. The students asked many 
insightful questions and had a wonderful day. A few 
lucky students were able to have lunch with Bishop 
Brennan and Fr. Don. It was such a treat for them. 
We are grateful for their time, encouragement, and 
support, and we look forward to continuing our 
mission together in faith and service.   



   

Anthony J. Majestro 
Attorneys At Law 

304-346-2889 

Philip M. Majestro, 
DDS 

Family Dentist 
304-344-4003 

Renal Consultants, PLLC 
 

Julian Espiritu, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.P., FASN 
  Kelly Hughart, C-NP 

 

Board Certified Nephrologists 
 

24 MacCorkle Ave. SW, So. Chas. 
 

Phone: 304-720-5000 

Barlow Bonsall  

Funeral Home 
 

Serving Sacred Heart Parish 
Since 1875 

 

Wayne Johnson, Director 
304-342-8135 

Listen to WV Catholic Radio 
WLUX 1450 AM Dunbar / Charleston 
WNUX 89.7 FM Montgomery / Beckley 
WOUX 105.3 FM St. Mary / Parkersburg 
WSJE 91.3 FM Summersville 
WVUS 1190 AM Grafton/North Central WV 
WLOL 8937 FM Morgantown 
WDWC 9030 FM Wheeling 
Listen to EWTN on WV’s Catholic radio stations.  
St. Paul Radio is entirely donor and listener  
Supported. 

 PO Box 3744 Charleston, W. Va. 25337  

To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, 
please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you 
may confidentially contact 
WV Child Protective 
Services at 800.352.6513. To 
report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston to the Diocese, 
please contact the Diocese at 
888.434.6237 or 
304.233.0880.  

 

Tom’s Plumbing, Inc. 

Mullen 
Plumbing * Heating * Cooling 

Tom Orcutt * Owner 
 

304-744-3221    
Call  304-768-8983 

24 Hours. 

 1507 Washington Street, East 
 

Leonoro’s   
Spaghetti       

House 
Since 1915 

Larry J. Kalaskey III,  
D.D.S., M.S. 

1217 VIRGINIA STREET  E. 
CHARLESTON, WV 25301 

304-345-4960  
 

APERFECTSMILE.COM 
kalaskeyorthodontics@gmail.com 

 

738 Old Airport Rd.  
Chapmanville, WV 25508 

304-855-7092 

 

SACRED HEART GRADE SCHOOL 
A National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 

Applications may be downloaded from our website 
www.shgs.us. For information, or to schedule a tour,  

call 304-346-5491. 

* Tiny Hearts-2 Year Old-Half or Full Day Program    
* ECE-3 Year Old-Full Day Program    
* PRE-K-4 Year Old-Full Day Program    
* Kindergarten through Fifth Grade   
* After School Care   
Integrated Technology, Library, Music, Physical 
Education, Art & French, Emphasis on Academics, 
Spirituality, Personal Development and Community 
Service.  All faiths welcome! 

CHARLESTON CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
Educating The Hearts And Minds Of West Virginia’s Youth For Over 90 Years 

Applications may be downloaded from our website www.charlestoncatholic-
crw.org. For more information, or to schedule a tour, call 342-8415 or email 

admissions@charlestoncatholic-crw.org  

 

 www.chapmandentistry.com  

 
308 C Street 

So. Charleston, 
WV 25303 

 
304.744.1251 

 

 www.wvsleepsolutions.com 

A LEGACY TO SECURE OUR FUTURE  
Leaving a bequest in your will to the Church or School allows you to leave your legacy to an institution that has meant so 
much to you.  The West Virginia Catholic Foundations  (WVCF) is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charity of the Diocese of Wheel-
ing-Charleston.  Sacred Heart Parish and Grade School has partnered with the WVCF to establish endowment funds to 
provide a perpetual and reliable source of income to support the general operations and expansion of the parish and 
school.   
  

When preparing your Will or planning your Estate, we suggest the following language: 
 

 I give $________ to the Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of  
 Wheeling-Charleston and his successors in office, for the benefit of the General Endowment for:  
    The Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Charleston, West Virginia. 
    Or  Sacred Heart Grade School, Charleston, West Virginia  
    Or  Sacred Heart fund for Catechesis and Evangelization  
 

For more information please contact the parish office, 304-342-8175. 


