
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT   

  “We, at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, are a 
diverse community of the poor, the disadvantaged and hungry, the well-to-do, the youth, elderly, visitors and 
those seeking refuge. 
 As a community of many cultures and races, we stand for unity in our diversity by expressing our love of God 
the Father through prayer and worship, through service to one another, through the ministry of welcoming, 
through evangelization and ecumenism. With the Bishop, we shall pursue this mission faithfully through the 
example of Jesus Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents of our members.” All are welcome 
today, especially visitors, guests and those who might be new to the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  BASILICA OF THE CO-CATHEDRAL  

OF THE SACRED HEART 
 

Pilgrimage Site for: Diocesan Shrine of Santo Niño 

    “Annunciation” and “Tree of Life” Meditation Gardens  

  2nd Sunday of Advent–December 7, 2025 
 

Pastor: Most Rev. Mark E. Brennan  
Bishop of  the Diocese of  Wheeling-Charleston  

 

Rector: Very Rev. Donald X. Higgs, Assoc. V.E., V.F. - dhiggs@dwc.org 
Associate Rector: Rev. Prakash Kerketta - pkerketta@dwc.org 

Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Michael A. Kawash  
 

1114 Virginia Street, East, Charleston, WV 25301,  Telephone: (304) 342-8175/Fax: (304) 344-3907 

E-Mail: sacredheartwv@gmail.com  -  Website: www.sacredheartcocathedral.com    

 

MASS SCHEDULE  
 

Saturday 8:15 am, Vigil 5:30 PM  
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 5:00 PM 

Monday & Friday 8:15 AM 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 12:00 PM  

 

Mass from the Basilica is live streamed on our  
Facebook & YouTube page, Sundays at 10:30 AM  

 

Mass from the Diocese is being live-streamed at  
6 p.m. on Saturday, where it remains online.  

The link is  https://dwc.org/home/mass/ 
 

Listen to EWTN on WLUX 1450 AM  
Dunbar|Charleston  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule  
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM or by appointment.  
304-342-8175  

 
           EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  

 

              Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM.    

https://dwc.org/home/mass/
https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule


Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
TELEPHONE  304-342-8175                  

FAX 304-344-3907 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

Bookkeeper: Pam Acevedo                                                    342-8175  
                    email: pacevedo@shccwv.us  
Office Assistant: Angela Hodges                                           342-8175  
                   email: ahodges@shccwv.us 
Property Manager: John Blake                                             342-8175  
                   email: jblake@shccwv.us 
Secretary: Sheila Kerekes                                                      342-8175  
                   email: skerekes@shccwv.us 

 
EDUCATION 

Director of OCIA: Rev. Mr. Michael Kawash                             549-6453 
        Email: mak@ramlaw.com     
Coordinator of Religious Education: Sr. Ida Chikara     1-304-709-0026    
        Email: idachikara@gmail.com 
Sacred Heart Early Learning Center: 6 weeks-2 years  
        Andrea Stover, Director                                                         414-5757 
Sacred Heart Child Development Center: After School Care 
       Grace Holden, Coordinator                                                     344-1125 
Sacred Heart Grade School: K-5/Pre-School (ages 3-4) 
       Niki Kurten, Principal                                                             346-5491 
Charleston Catholic High School: 6-12 
       Colleen M. Hoyer, Principal                                                   342-8415 

 
SACRAMENTS   

Anointing of the Sick,   Confession,   Infant Baptism,   Weddings     
For information/to schedule any of the above 304-342-8175 

 
MUSIC 

Music Director: Rosemary Severn                               rsevern@shccwv.us   
Principal Organist: Gregory Gray                                               380-4786 

 
 
 

OTHER PARISH GROUPS OR MINISTRIES  
Catholic Charities Office-Family Life Center      380-0162 
 For information on Catholic Charities  
 Contact: Karen or Sam Gross           346-2608  
Knights of Columbus -St. Michael the Archangel #771 
  Dick Fauss, Grand Knight                                                            965-6872 
  Sam Gross-Faithful Navigator-Fr. Boniface Assembly #1188    346-2608 
Ministry to Sick/Elderly 
   Sr. Ida Chikara, SJI                                                           1-304-709-0026    
Mount Olivet Cemetery/Mausoleum                                          342-8175  
   John Blake 
St. John XXIII Pastoral Center                                                  342-0507 
St. Joseph Men’s Group: Mike Tupta                                         541-5177   
          Sean Whelan                                859-457-2861 
SH Christian Service Committee: Ron Rushworth                    382-7768 
SH Finance Council: Cindy McGhee-Chair       342-8175 
SH Gift Shop: Antonetta Stevens 415-8132   or   Kathy Lamb    344-2011 
SH Pastoral Council: Jack Walsh-Chair                     533-2298 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at the Basilica  
2nd Sunday of Advent - December 7, 2025 

   
  5:30 pm + Ron Cretin 
  8:00 am   For the Intention of Jack & Kathy Burke  
10:30 am + Jane Kennell 
  5:00 pm + People of the Parish  

 
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed  

Virgin Mary—Holy Day of Obligation  
  8:15 am + Patrick C. Graney, III 
12:00 pm + Msgr. Ed Sadie 
  5:30 pm + People of the Parish 
    
12:00 pm + Spc. Sarah Beckstrom-WVNG 
          
12:00 pm + Phyllis J. Sadd 
 
12:00 pm + Farai Mary Mugore 
 
  8:15 am + Pennie & Frankie Stafford 
12:00 pm + Tom Bossie 
  
  8:15 am + David S. Sadd     

 
  5:30 pm + Rev. Patrick McDonough  
  8:00 am + People of the Parish    
10:30 am + Ruth, Joe & Jay Mullen 
  5:00 pm + Gene & Sarah Edwards    

12/06 Sat. 
12/07 Sun. 
 
 
 
12/08 Mon. 
 
 
 
 
 

12/09 Tues. 
 
12/10 Wed. 
 
12/11 Thur. 
 
12/12 Fri. 
 
 
12/13 Sat. 
 
12/13 Sat. 
12/14 Sun. 
 

 Ministry Schedule Week of December 13/14 

Lector Schedule 
  5:30 PM-Joe Noronha 
  8:00 AM-1 Rushworth 

10:30 AM-Maria Rendinell 
  5:00 PM-Debra Basham  

 

Eucharistic Ministers Schedule 
5:30 PM-Sr. Ida Chikara, Patricia Noronha,  4 volunteers    
8:00 AM-Jack Burke, Rex & Mary Agnes Kern,  3 volunteers   
10:30 AM-Chloe Flores, Andrew & Heather Workman, 3 volunteers 
5:00 PM-Debra Basham, Dick Fauss, Agnes Smith,  3 volunteers       

Sharing Our Treasure - 11/30/2025 
 

Regular Collection: $ 22,678   Candles: $197  
SMILE (Sisters): $315    Social Concerns: $250 
Partners-In-Hope: $365    Needy Student: $270 
St. Joseph Cathedral $35 ($1,660)  Religious Ret.: $325  
Christmas Offering: $300    Catholic Charities: $325  
Christmas Flowers: $575 ($2,225) Thanksgiving: $981 

    
   Thank you for your faithful generosity.   

 

 

Michael J. Tupta 
Pontifical North American College  

Via del Gianicolo 14 
00165 Rome (RM) 

ITALY  
Birthday: 4/24/1995                     

Our Parish Seminarians 
Addresses 

 

Send them a card of 
encouragement and the 

promise of prayers.  

 

Timothy Kawash 
Pontifical College Josephinum 

7625 N. High Street 
Columbus, OH 43235 
Birthday: 7/22/1999 

 

Michael Aiello 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary 
16300 Old Emmitsburg Rd. 

Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Birthday: 9/16/1990 



  Happy 50th Birthday Fr.  Prakash 

                       December 3rd 
  From Fr. Don , the parish staff and parishioners.    

 

We thank God for the gift of your life.  

A note from the Rector… 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Lord, 
 
Greetings on this Second Sunday of Advent! 
 
This Monday we will celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Our Masses 
are 8:15am with our grade school, 12:00pm and 5:30pm. Please join us on this Holy Day of Obligation. 
 
We will have our Advent Reconciliation Service this Thursday beginning at 6:30pm. We will have area priests to assist 
us.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a great way to prepare ourselves for the coming Christmas celebrations. 
 
Next weekend we will have a Second Collection to support our Retired Religious. Many of us have greatly benefited by 
the life and the faithful witness of our religious women and men. Let us care for them as they have cared for us. 
 
This past Wednesday, Fr. Prakash celebrated his 50th Birthday. We thank and praise God for the gift of life. We thank 
the Lord for calling him to his priestly vocation and for Fr. Prakash in saying “yes”. May the Lord continue to bless Fr. 
Prakash as he cares for us. 
 
Have a Blessed Advent. I remain, 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Don 

SHINING 
STARS 
TREE! 

 

This weekend is 
your last chance 
to pick up a 
Shining 
Star from the 
Gathering Space.   
 
Please remember that all gift 
donations must be returned to the 
Gathering Space (unwrapped and 
with the Shining Star attached) 
by Sunday, December 14.   

Parish Advent Reconciliation Service 
Thursday, December 11th at 6:30 pm 

 Christmas Eve  
Wednesday, December 24th  

Mass at 4:00pm, 8:00pm, and Midnight.  
 

Christmas Day Mass at 10:00 am.   
(Only Mass for the day.) 

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 
Wednesday, December 31st  

Vigil Mass 5:30pm  
(Only Mass for the day.) 

 

Thursday, January 1st, 2026 
    Mass at 10:00 am  

(Only Mass for the day.) 

Retirement Fund for Religious 
A lifetime of service deserves care in return. 
 

“Thanks to your generosity, we can provide the 
very best care to the sisters in our community,” 
says Sister M. Stephanie Begeri, 73, a member of 
the Sisters of St. Francis of the Martyr St. George 
in Alton, Illinois. Donations to the Retirement 
Fund for Religious provide housing, medical 
assistance, and essential support for thousands of 
aging religious. Please consider giving next week.   

Prayer for Advent  
Heavenly Father, your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us, a great 
sign of your love. Guide us as we strive to walk in that love together 
as a family this Advent. As we prepare our hearts for Christmas, 
bring us closer to each other and to your son. Give us the grace and 
strength we need every day. Help us to always trust in you. Come, 
Lord Jesus, lead all people closer to you. Come and dispel the 
darkness of our world with the light of your love.  Amen.  

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Monday, December 8th-A Holy Day of Obligation  

Mass at 8:15 am, 12:00 noon & 5:30 pm 
 

"No sin would touch her, so that she 
would be a fitting and worthy vessel 
of the Son of God. The Immaculate 
Conception does not refer to the 
virginal conception and the birth of 
Christ, but rather to Mary's being 
conceived without inheriting 
Original Sin."      -USCCB  

Area Advent  
Reconciliation Services 

 
Blessed Sacrament 

December 7th, 3:00 PM 
 

Sacred Heart Basilica 
December 11th, 6:30 PM 

 
St. Anthony 

December 15th, 6:30 PM 
 

St. Agnes 
December 17th, 5:45 PM 

 
Ascension 

December 17th, 6:30 PM  



Sacred Heart Gift Shop is open after each Mass and 

is generally opened prior to the10:30 Mass. We have gifts 
for every occasion. In addition to gifts, we keep in stock a 
variety of rosaries, medals, automobile visor medals as well 
as bike medals and holy cards. Children's books and 
coloring books are also available. If you can't find what you 
are looking for, we can order it for you.   
 

Advent supplies are now available for sale in the Gift 
Shop. We have full boxed sets as well as 
separate metal candle wreaths and 
replacement candle sets.  Let people who 
may be attending other parishes know we 
have these for sale at cost.    

The Knights of Columbus #771  
The Knights will continue our Thanksgiving/Christmas Food Drive 
to benefit the Risen Lord Food Pantry in Clay County throughout 
the Christmas Season.  As many of you are aware, the need to 
help families who are in need of food has recently become even 
more critical. Father Dominic and the dedicated staff at Risen Lord 

see this increasing need. helping in excess of 230 families with food. The most 
requested items are 1. Peanut Butter, 2. Canned Tuna Fish, 3. Canned Soup, 4. Any 
Canned Vegetable, 5. Canned Fruit. Crackers would also be appreciated. We are again 
suggesting a donation in the form of a check made out to K of C for $30.00 to cover a 
basic family meal.  You  may place contributions in the collection or mail to K of C 771, 
P.O. Box 11578, Charleston, WV  25339.  We thank you in advance for your generosity.  
 
Council 771 is always looking for new members. We Knights believe that 
a strong Knights council helps us have a stronger parish with a greater 
sense of our religious community.  Consider joining the Knights of 
Columbus. To qualify you must be a  male, at least 18 years old and a 
practicing Catholic. Joining online is fairly easy. Search www.kofc.org for 
more information.  

We’re forming a children’s choir to sing at 
the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass.  If your 
child is interested in participating, see 
Rosemary after Mass or send her an email  
at rsevern@shccwv.us.  

Have you signed up with FORMED? 
 

If not, give it a try – there are over 8000 pieces of content there, included great programs for 
Advent! 
 

Formed Sign Up Instructions: 
1. On a browser such as Chrome, Firefox or Safari, please go to formed.org/signup 
2. Click on "Continue to Sign Up/Login” (where you are automatically redirected to the Augustine 
Institute sign in page) 
3. Find where it says “Need an Account” at the bottom in small print and click on “Sign Up” 
4. Enter your email and name, click the box to agree to the Terms of Use, and click "Sign Up" 
5. Select your parish by entering the parish zip code, then click "Submit" 
6. You will then be signed into your account and prompted to create a password. A password is 
optional. 

Make This Your Best Advent Ever! 
 

We have two suggested programs to use this Advent as we prepare for Christmas. 
 

Adore 
Adore is a program in FORMED led by Fr. John Burns that guides participants through each week 
of Advent – using scripture, videos, and discussion to reflect on the subjects of Watchfulness, 
Preparation, Nearness, and Emmanuel – God with us. 
 

Discussion sessions will be held each Sunday of Advent starting November 30, at 12:00 noon in 
the Gathering Space. A Daily Guided Journal is available from Amazon or Ave Maria Press, but is 
not required. 
 
Rooted 
Rooted is a program in FORMED that guides participants through daily reflections based on the Jesse Tree model traditionally 
practiced by families, and is well suited for families with children.  
 

Sign up for daily content from “Rooted” at https://daily.formed.org/advent, which will include a pdf children can use to make 
Christmas ornaments. 
 

There is a companion paperback available that can be found on Amazon or at https://catholic.market/advent-christmas/ 
 

Please consider using one of these programs to make this Advent a special time as we prepare for Christmas. Directions for logging 
in to FORMED are available in the Bulletin, Vestibule, or Gathering Space. 

St. Monica Prayer  
Group Request 

After seventeen years of leading this ministry, 
Diane Kimble is stepping down. All of us 

who have been the recipients of her faithful service are indeed 
grateful for her dedication to having our prayers lifted up by so 
many. Now we need someone to continue this powerful 
ministry. It involves receiving email prayer requests and then 
publishing those requests on Flocknote. An easy Focknote 
tutorial is available as well as specifics regarding privacy issues. 
If you are interested, please call Father Don at 304-342-8175 for 
more information. 

http://www.kofc.org/


Temporary Moratorium on Detentions of Undocumented Immigrants for November and December. 
From Msgr. Paul Hudock 

 
The Honorable Patrick Morrisey Governor of West Virginia Dear Governor Morrisey, I am writing to 
respectfully request that you issue a temporary moratorium on the detentions of undocumented immigrants 
within the state of West Virginia for the months of November and December 2025, in honor of the upcoming 
holiday season, which includes the celebration of Christmas. 
 
The Christmas season is a time of profound spiritual reflection, compassion, and the celebration of family 
bonds, principles that are deeply cherished by the citizens of West Virginia. For the Christian community, 
which includes a significant portion of the undocumented population in the state, the holidays are particularly 
sacred. In this spirit of Christian charity and mercy, I appeal to you to consider the humanitarian impact of 
detaining individuals and separating them from their families during this time. To do so would align with the 
core values of our faith and community.  
 
This appeal also finds resonance in a central story of the Christmas narrative itself. We recall the biblical 
account of Joseph and Mary, the parents of the infant Jesus, who became refugees when they were compelled 
to flee to Egypt to escape the persecution of King Herod. This foundational story underscores the vulnerability 
of families, even the Holy Family, when faced with extraordinary circumstances and the need for refuge and 
safe haven. A brief moratorium would reflect the spirit of compassion for those who are currently seeking a 
stable life, however precarious their legal status may be.  
 
Such an act of temporary relief during this holy season would be a powerful testament to the moral leadership 
of your office and the compassion at the heart of the people of the Mountain State. 
 
 
 
El Honorable Patrick Morrisey, Gobernador de Virginia Occidental Estimado Gobernador Morrisey:  
 
Me dirijo a usted respetuosamente para solicitarle que emita una moratoria temporal sobre las detenciones de 
inmigrantes indocumentados dentro del estado de Virginia Occidental durante los meses de noviembre y 
diciembre de 2025, en honor a la próxima temporada navideña, que incluye la celebración de la Navidad.  
 
La temporada navideña es un tiempo de profunda reflexión espiritual, compasión y celebración de los lazos 
familiares, principios que son profundamente valorados por los ciudadanos de Virginia Occidental. Para la 
comunidad cristiana, que incluye una parte significativa de la población indocumentada en el estado, estas 
fiestas son particularmente sagradas. En este espíritu de caridad y misericordia cristiana, le ruego que 
considere el impacto humanitario de detener a estas personas y separarlas de sus familias durante este tiempo. 
Hacerlo estaría en consonancia con los valores fundamentales de nuestra fe y nuestra comunidad.  
 
Esta petición también encuentra eco en una historia central de la propia narrativa navideña. Recordamos el 
relato bíblico de José y María, los padres del niño Jesús, quienes se convirtieron en refugiados al verse 
obligados a huir a Egipto para escapar de la persecución del rey Herodes. Esta historia fundamental subraya la 
vulnerabilidad de las familias, incluso la Sagrada Familia, cuando se enfrentan a circunstancias extraordinarias 
y la necesidad de refugio y protección. Una breve moratoria reflejaría el espíritu de compasión hacia quienes 
actualmente buscan una vida estable, por precaria que sea su situación legal.  
 
Un acto de ayuda temporal de esta índole durante esta época sagrada sería un poderoso testimonio del 
liderazgo moral de su cargo y de la compasión que reside en el corazón de la gente del Estado de las Montañas.  
 
 
 
   
   QRT code will take you to the Change.org online petition. 
  https://tinyurl.com/Dont-Deport-for-the-Holidays 



   

Anthony J. Majestro 
Attorneys At Law 

304-346-2889 

Philip M. Majestro, 
DDS 

Family Dentist 
304-344-4003 

Renal Consultants, PLLC 
 

Julian Espiritu, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.P., FASN 
  Kelly Hughart, C-NP 

 

Board Certified Nephrologists 
 

24 MacCorkle Ave. SW, So. Chas. 
 

Phone: 304-720-5000 

Barlow Bonsall  

Funeral Home 
 

Serving Sacred Heart Parish 
Since 1875 

 

Wayne Johnson, Director 
304-342-8135 

Listen to WV Catholic Radio 
WLUX 1450 AM Dunbar / Charleston 
WNUX 89.7 FM Montgomery / Beckley 
WOUX 105.3 FM St. Mary / Parkersburg 
WSJE 91.3 FM Summersville 
WVUS 1190 AM Grafton/North Central WV 
WLOL 8937 FM Morgantown 
WDWC 9030 FM Wheeling 
Listen to EWTN on WV’s Catholic radio stations.  
St. Paul Radio is entirely donor and listener  
Supported. 

 PO Box 3744 Charleston, W. Va. 25337  

To report an incidence of 
suspected child sexual abuse, 
please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you 
may confidentially contact 
WV Child Protective 
Services at 800.352.6513. To 
report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston to the Diocese, 
please contact the Diocese at 
888.434.6237 or 
304.233.0880.  

 

Tom’s Plumbing, Inc. 

Mullen 
Plumbing * Heating * Cooling 

Tom Orcutt * Owner 
 

304-744-3221    
Call  304-768-8983 

24 Hours. 

Larry J. Kalaskey III,  
D.D.S., M.S. 

1217 VIRGINIA STREET  E. 
CHARLESTON, WV 25301 

304-345-4960  
 

APERFECTSMILE.COM 
kalaskeyorthodontics@gmail.com 

 

738 Old Airport Rd.  
Chapmanville, WV 25508 

304-855-7092 

 

Sacred Heart Early Learning Center  
Ages 6 Weeks to 2 Years open to children of all faiths, 
located at 204 Leon Sullivan Way.  Hours of operation are 
Monday-Friday 7:00 am to 5:30 pm, year round.  
 At the Early Learning Center, care teachers provide a 
safe, clean, predictable and nurturing environment in which 
children can explore, build relationships and develop a 
positive self concept. If you are interested in our program, 
call Andrea Stover at 414-5757 for an appointment, or for 
information.  

The New Mausoleum at Mount Olivet Cemetery is the only  
Catholic Cemetery in Kanawha County. 

To purchase or learn more about arrangements for above ground entombment or 
inurnment, please contact Tim White at 304-395-4824. Brochures available in the 
gathering space. 

 
“Lord Jesus Christ, by your own three days in the tomb, you hallowed the graves of all who believed in you and so made 
the grave a sign of hope that promises resurrection even as it claims our mortal bodies”   – Rite of Committal 

 

 www.chapmandentistry.com  

 
308 C Street 

So. Charleston, 
WV 25303 

 
304.744.1251 

 

 www.wvsleepsolutions.com 

A LEGACY TO SECURE OUR FUTURE  
Leaving a bequest in your will to the Church or School allows you to leave your legacy to an institution that has meant so much to you.  The West 
Virginia Catholic Foundations  (WVCF) is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charity of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.  Sacred Heart Parish and Grade 
School has partnered with the WVCF to establish endowment funds to provide a perpetual and reliable source of income to support the general 
operations and expansion of the parish and school.   
  

When preparing your Will or planning your Estate, we suggest the following language: 
 

 I give $________ to the Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of  
 Wheeling-Charleston and his successors in office, for the benefit of the General Endowment for:  
    The Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Charleston, West Virginia. 
    Or  Sacred Heart Grade School, Charleston, West Virginia  
    Or  Sacred Heart fund for Catechesis and Evangelization  
 

For more information please contact the parish office, 304-342-8175. 

SACRED HEART 
GRADE SCHOOL 
A National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence 

Applications may be 
downloaded from our 

website www.shgs.us. For 
information, or to schedule a 

tour, call 304-346-5491. 


