BASILICA OF THE CO-CATHEDRAL
OF THE SACRED HEART

Pilgrimage Site for; Diocesan Shrine of Santo Nifio
“Annunciation” and “Tree of Life” Meditation Gardens

4th Sunday of Advent-December 21,2025

Pastor: Most Rev. Mark E. Brennan
Bishop of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston

Rector: Very Rev. Donald X. Higgs, Assoc. V.E., VF. - dhiggs@dwc.org
Associate Rector: Rev. Prakash Kerketta - pkerketta@dwc.org
Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Michael A. Kawash

1114 Virginia Street, East, Charleston, WV 25301, Telephone: (304) 342-8175/Fax: (304) 344-3907
E-Mail: sacredheartwv@gmail.com - Website: www.sacredheartcocathedral.com

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday 8:15 am, Vigil 5:30 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 5:00 PM
Monday & Friday 8:15 AM
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 12:00 PM

Mass from the Basilica is live streamed on our
logt the Facebook & YouTube page, Sundays at 10:30 AM

lsord Mass from the Diocese is being live-streamed at
6 p.m. on Saturday, where it remains online.
The link is https://dwc.org/home/mass/

Listen to EWTN on WLUX 1450 AM

Dunbar|Charleston
https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM or by appointment.
304-342-8175

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Saturday’s 4:00-5:00 PM.
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

“We, at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, are a
diverse community of the poor, the disadvantaged and hungry, the well-to-do, the youth, elderly, visitors and
those seeking refuge.

As a community of many cultures and races, we stand for unity in our diversity by expressing our love of God
the Father through prayer and worship, through service to one another, through the ministry of welcoming,
through evangelization and ecumenism. With the Bishop, we shall pursue this mission faithfully through the
example of Jesus Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents of our members.” All are welcome
today, especially visitors, guests and those who might be new to the community.



https://dwc.org/home/mass/
https://www.ewtn.com/radio/schedule

Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart
TELEPHONE 304-342-8175
FAX 304-344-3907

ADMINISTRATION

Bookkeeper: Pam Acevedo 342-8175
email: pacevedo@shccwv.us

Office Assistant: Angela Hodges 342-8175
email: ahodges@shccwv.us

Property Manager: John Blake 342-8175
email: jblake@shccwv.us

Secretary: Sheila Kerekes 342-8175
email: skerekes@shccwv.us

EDUCATION
Director of OCIA: Rev. Mr. Michael Kawash 549-6453

Email: mak@ramlaw.com

Coordinator of Religious Education: Sr. Ida Chikara
Email: idachikara@gmail.com

Sacred Heart Early Learning Center: 6 weeks-2 years
Andrea Stover, Director

Sacred Heart Child Development Center: After School Care

1-304-709-0026

414-5757

Grace Holden, Coordinator 344-1125
Sacred Heart Grade School: K-5/Pre-School (ages 3-4)

Niki Kurten, Principal 346-5491
Charleston Catholic High School: 6-12

Colleen M. Hoyer, Principal 342-8415

SACRAMENTS
Anointing of the Sick, Confession, Infant Baptism, Weddings
For information/to schedule any of the above 304-342-8175

MUSIC
Music Director: Rosemary Severn
Principal Organist: Gregory Gray

rsevern@shccwv.us
380-4786

OTHER PARISH GROUPS OR MINISTRIES

Catholic Charities Office-Family Life Center 380-0162
For information on Catholic Charities
Contact: Karen or Sam Gross 346-2608
Knights of Columbus -St. Michael the Archangel #771
Dick Fauss, Grand Knight 965-6872

Sam Gross-Faithful Navigator-Fr. Boniface Assembly #1188 346-2608
Ministry to Sick/Elderly

Sr. Ida Chikara, SJI 1-304-709-0026

Mount Olivet Cemetery/Mausoleum 342-8175
John Blake

St. John XXIII Pastoral Center 342-0507

St. Joseph Men’s Group: Mike Tupta 541-5177

Sean Whelan 859-457-2861

SH Christian Service Committee: Ron Rushworth 382-7768

SH Finance Council: Cindy McGhee-Chair 342-8175

SH Gift Shop: Antonetta Stevens 415-8132 or Kathy Lamb 344-2011
SH Pastoral Council: Jack Walsh-Chair 533-2298

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at the Basilica
4th Sunday of Advent - December 21, 2025

12/20 Sat. 5:30 pm + People of the Parish
12/21 Sun.  8:00 am + Eugene M. Sadd
10:30 am + Michael Tupta, Sr.
5:00 pm + Tom & Mary Christine Edwards
12/22 Mon.  8:15 am + Thomas & Louise Kerner
12/23 Tues. 12:00 pm + Msgr. Ed Sadie & Family
Vigil of Christmas
12/24 Wed.  4:00 pm His Holiness Pope Francis
8:00 pm For the People
12:00 am Msgr. P. Edward Sadie
Christmas Day
12/25 Thur.  10:00 am For the People (Only Mass for the day)
12/26 Fri. 8:15 am + Communion Service
12:00 pm + Communion Service
12/27 Sat.  8:15 am + Communion Service
12/27 Sat.  5:30 pm + Ron Cretin
12/28 Sun.  8:00 am + Joanette Gould

10:30 am + People of he Parish .
5:00 pm + Jennifer Taylor

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God
Wednesday, December 31st
Vigil Mass 5:30pm
(Only Mass for the day.)

Thursday, January 1st, 2026
Mass at 10:00 am
(Only Mass for the day.)

Sharing Our Treasure - 12/14/2025

Regular Collection: $16,374
SMILE (Sisters): $70

Needy Student: $70

Religious Ret.: $7,600 ($8,155)
Christmas Offering: $90 ($565)
Christmas Flowers: $50 ($2,360)

Candles: $131
Partners-In-Hope: $25
Catholic Charities: $20 ($495)

Thank you for your faithful generosity.

Ministry Schedule Week of December 27/28

Lector Schedule
5:30 PM-Sean O’'Donoghue
8:00 AM-Megan Harris
10:30 AM-LaDonna Mason
5:00 PM-Jason Pizatella

Eucharistic Ministers Schedule

5:30 PM-Sr. Ida Chikara, Linda Higgs, 4 volunteers

8:00 AM-Karen Gross, Theresa Miller, Joel Weese, 3 volunteers
10:30 AM-Kerri Linton, Bob & Jeannie Tyler, 3 volunteers

5:00 PM-Debra Basham, Dick Fauss, Agnes Smith, 3 volunteers




A note from the Rector...
Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Lord,

Greetings on this Fourth Sunday of Advent!

As our celebration of Christmas draws near, I pray that amid all the many activities, you will find a quite time
to pray and to reflect on the incredible joy and wonder of the Incarnation. In the Gospel of John, we read, "For
God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son”, may we take time to celebrate and give praise for the

Word becoming flesh and making His home with us.

Our Christmas Mass schedule will be Christmas Eve, 4:00pm, 8:00pm, and Midnight. On Christmas Day Mass
will be at 10:00am. I would remind you that last year we had 711 people attend the 4:00pm Mass.

On Friday, the 26th, Fr. Prakash will leave for his home visit to his Diocese, family, and friends. Fr. Prakash
will return on January 28th. We pray for his safe journey and happy visit.

Next Sunday, we will conclude the Jubilee Year of Hope. Pope Francis opened the Jubilee Year on Christmas
Eve of 2024 in Rome. We, along with all the Cathedrals and Co-Cathedrals within the world opened on
December 29, 2024. Bishop Mark will conduct the closing of the Jubilee Year at the Cathedral of St. Joseph
in Wheeling and I will conduct the closing here during the 10:30am Mass. May the many graces that we have
received during this Jubilee Year of Hope carry us forward into our New Year of 2026.

May you have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I remain,

In Christ,

Fr. Don

¢ We will be decorating the church for
# Christmas at 9:00 a.m. on Monday,
December 22nd, volunteers are
welcome.

ALSO, we are in need of a large
quantity of fresh-cut magnolia
\branches, and are willing to come and

cut the branches if you are not able, or
prefer not to cut them yourselves. call
 Julie Robinson at 304-444-9517 to
make arrangements.

Heartfelt gratitude for your
generosity.
= Thank you very much for your
= donations, always,” says Sister
Olivia Bellegante, 93, a member of
the Franciscan Sisters member of
the Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help in St. Louis,
Missouri. Your gift directly
impacts thousands of senior
religious, providing the support
they need in their later years. Learn
more at retiredreligious.org

Retirement Fund
for Religious

Plesis gav 18 those abo base gees & ¥atme

Christmas <T’ra~yer_fo r Families
Loving God,

\,I”I\‘
During this holy season of Christmas, we ask for \

your blessing on all families.

Let Mary’'s openness to your wondrous ways be an
inspiration to place all trust in you.

Let Joseph's courage provide hope during times of
anxiety and uncertainty.

Let Jesus' life ignite all families with a spirit
of light and love.

May the grace that encircled the Holy Family widen

Share Catholic \

R |

Annual Christmas Collection 12/25/2025
Catholic Charities West Virginia is the

to embrace all families.

For this we pray.
Amen.

Catholic : . nia is the
+,»__ largest private provider of social services in
) Chdrltles West Virginia. Every year we provide help
' ‘ * to tens of thousands of vulnerable West
Virginians. We serve all 55 counties in
West Virginia. And we serve all people, regardless of faith, family or
background. Please be generous, so that we can continue this
important ministry to the people of West Virginia.




ANNUAL CLAY COUNTY Sacred Heart Grade School
FOOD & GIFT DRIVE Nativity Art
DELIVERY

On Saturday, December 6,
Charleston Catholic High
School carried on our annual
Christmas tradition of
partnering with the parishioners
of Risen Lord Catholic Church
# in Maysel, to host a Christmas
| party for families in Clay
- County. A group of almost
'thirty seniors and faculty and
staff traveled early in the
morning to prepare the church
and parish hall for the party
involving gift and food box
distribution as well as hot
chocolate, cookies, and pictures
with Santa and Mrs. Claus.
This long lasting partnership
: (over thirty years!) with the
parishioners at Risen Lord is a
school wide project that begins
in September and involves all
Charleston Catholic High
School and Sacred Heart
Grade School students through
il gifts, stockings, and food boxes.
¢ This year we provided
approximately 260 food boxes
for 147 families and 330
d children in our efforts to live
our faith and love our
= neighbors. Many thanks to all
~ who participated in this most
important project!

The Knights of Columbus #771
Our Knights wish everyone a very Merry Christmas!

in our food drive to the Risen Lord Food Pantry this past Wednesday. It is our opinion that more food was collected in
nfin this drive than in other years. We also presented a check in the amount of $4,140 in donations to the food
' Fﬁ ./ pantry. Father Dominic, Ann Hall and the Staff of the Risen Lord Food Pantry wish to thank the generosity of the
‘ nmv;ﬁ parishioners. They also wanted to commend the effort of Charleston Catholic High School in assembling and packing
their food boxes. We will continue to make sure that food donations and money received are sent to the Risen Lord
Food Pantry. You may place check contributions in the collection or mail to K of C 771, P.O. Box 11578, Charleston, WV 25339. We again
thank you for your generosity.

H o Risen Lord Food Pantry Christmas Food Drive - Our Knights delivered all of the food that has thus far been collected

Fish Fry Plans - Even though it is advent season, the Knights are making preliminary plans for our Fish Fries during L X X
lent. This coming year we are asking for volunteers to donate a desert selection for our Fish Frys by means of asignup | i
procedure. We hope to continue and add to the feeling of our Fish Frys as a community event. When we get closer to our ‘;;.__,;;"//
event we will let you know how to sign up. LB

Council 771 is always looking for new members. We Knights believe that a strong Knights council helps us have a stronger
KeeCa. parish with a greater sense of our religious community. Consider joining the Knights of Columbus. To qualify you must be

a male, at least 18 years old and a practicing Catholic. Joining online is fairly easy. Search www.kofc.org for more information.

including sign up instructions.




D10CESE OF WHEELING-CHARLESTON

A Christmas Message, 2025

Dear members of the household of the faith,

As we move into the last days of Advent and see the great feast of Christmas just ahead, I want to extend
to you my hope that you and your loved ones will experience a renewal of your faith and love during this holy
season.

Remember what we celebrate: God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that anyone who
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life [John 3:16]. This is no small matter. God became
man in Jesus so that our twin enemies, sin and death, might be defeated and we might become by grace the
holy children of God we were created to be and inherit the fullness of eternal life.

In a world full of conflict and suffering, what God has done — what Jesus preached and the Church
continues to proclaim — is truly good news. It’s too good to keep to ourselves. [ urge you to speak to others of
your faith in Jesus Christ when opportunities present themselves and tell them how your relationship with him
within the Church he founded has brought you strength and blessings. Do not be afraid, says the Lord; From
now on you will be catching men [and women and children, too! Luke 5:10]. If a fisherman, at times
headstrong, at times timid, could tell others of Christ, so can you and 1.

A beautiful Christmas carol begins: “It came upon a midnight clear that glorious song of old, from angels
bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, from heaven’s all-
gracious King. The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.” It is Jesus our Lord who brings peace
to human beings, both the inner peace that comes from a clear conscience and trust in God, and peace among
people, who learn to forsake jealously and violence and embrace friendship and mutual aid. It is that Lord
whom we must serve and whom we must make known to others.

Hear the angels sing once again of our Savior’s birth. Rejoice that God has not abandoned us even if we
have so often abandoned Him. Love is at the core of God’s being. Let us learn from Him to love and to share
with others the faith that is fulfilled by love.

A Merry Christmas and peaceful New Year to you all!

Sincerely in Christ,
'/’,' > } ;{ /24-"',/5 i/\:, ;”j"}(»wuq\'

+Mark E. Brennan
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston




Barlow Bonsall
Funeral Home

Serving Sacred Heart Parish
Since 1875

Wayne Johnson, Director
304-342-8135
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1701 Oukfrst Deave
Charlesson, WY 25114
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SACRED HEART
GRADE SCHOOL

A NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON
ScHOOL OF EXCELLENCE
Applications may be
downloaded from our
website www.shgs.us. For
information, or to schedule a

Anthony J. Majestro
Atto rneys At Law

304-346-2889

Philip M. Majestro,
DDS

My DentistinCharleston.con tour, call
b

304-346-5491. Family Dentist

304-344-4003

1217 VIRGINIA STREET E.
CHARLESTON, WV 25301
304-345-4960
APERFECTSMILE.COM
kalaskeyorthodontics@gmail.com
738 Old Airport Rd.
Chapmanville, WV 25508
304-855-7092

Kedaskey

Orthodontics

Larry J. Kalaskey III,
D.D.S., M.S.

Listen to WV Catholic Radio
WLUX 1450 AM Dunbar / Charleston
WNUX 89.7 FM Montgomery / Beckley
WOUX 105.3 FM St. Mary / Parkersburg
WSJE 91.3 FM Summersville
WYVUS 1190 AM Grafton/North Central WV
WLOL 8937 FM Morgantown
WDWC 9030 FM Wheeling
Listen to EWTN on WV’s Catholic radio stations.
St. Paul Radio is entirely donor and listener
Supported.

PO Box 3744 = Charleston, W. Va. 25337

Renal Consultants, PLLC

Julian Espiritu, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.P., FASN
Kelly Hughart, C-NP

Board Certified Nephrologists
24 MacCorkle Ave. SW, So. Chas.

Phone: 304-720-5000

The Center for Dermatology
& Skin Care, Inc.

Gregory T. Lagos, FAOCD,FAAD

607 Chestnut Stroet
South Charleston WV 25309

Office (304) 766-9138
Fax (304) 766-9139

Sacred Heart Early Learning Center
Ages 6 Weeks to 2 Years open to children of all faiths,
located at 204 Leon Sullivan Way. Hours of operation are
Monday-Friday 7:00 am to 5:30 pm, year round.

At the Early Learning Center, care teachers provide a
safe, clean, predictable and nurturing environment in
which children can explore, build relationships and
develop a positive self concept. If you are interested in our
program, call Andrea Stover at 414-5757 for an
appointment, or for information.

Tom’s Plumbing, Inc.

Mullen

Plumbing * Heating * Cooling

Tom Orcutt * Owner
304-744-3221
Call 304-768-8983
24 Hours.

vi Insurance & Financial B
Banyﬂunter ‘barry@hifwv.com

Charleston 304-343-5419.
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308 C Street
So. Charleston,
WV 25303
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To report an incidence of
suspected child sexual abuse,
please contact your local law
enforcement agency, or you
may confidentially contact
WYV Child Protective
Services at 800.352.6513. To
report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of
the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston to the Diocese,
please contact the Diocese at
888.434.6237 or
304.233.0880.

STRY

gathering space.

The New Mausoleum at Mount Olivet Cemetery is the only
Catholic Cemetery in Kanawha County.
To purchase or learn more about arrangements for above ground entombment or
inurnment, please contact Tim White at 304-395-4824. Brochures available in the

“Lord Jesus Christ, by your own three days in the tomb, you hallowed the graves of all who believed in you and so made
the grave a sign of hope that promises resurrection even as it claims our mortal bodies”

— Rite of Committal

IA LEGACY TO SECURE OUR FUTURE

Leaving a bequest in your will to the Church or School allows you to leave your legacy to an institution that has meant so much to you. The West
Virginia Catholic Foundations (WVCF) is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charity of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston. Sacred Heart Parish and Grade
I School has partnered with the WVCF to establish endowment funds to provide a perpetual and reliable source of income to support the general

operations and expansion of the parish and school.

I When preparing your Will or planning your Estate, we suggest the following language:

I I give §

Wheeling-Charleston and his successors in office, for the benefit of the General Endowment for:
The Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Charleston, West Virginia.
I Or Sacred Heart Grade School, Charleston, West Virginia
Or Sacred Heart fund for Catechesis and Evangelization

I For more information please contact the parish office, 304-342-8175.

to the Most Reverend Mark E. Brennan, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of



